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A recent hearing in the House Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee on organic feed 
grains in western Washington highlighted the success, potential, and challenges faced by this 
industry.   

The 50 minute audio recording of this work session is available by going to:  

http://tvw.org/index.php?option=com_tvwplayer&eventID=2012111026 

Working to improve the rural economy in western Washington, legislators heard from WSU, organic dairy and grain produc-
ers, and the Port of Skagit on the current organic market and the potential for western Washington to grow this economic 
opportunity.  Keys to strengthening this market is continued research to share in producing organic grains for the growing 
organic markets which include brewers, bakers, and feedstock for organic livestock.    

House Agriculture Work Session on Organic Grains 

Registration is now open for a Washington State University Extension conference aimed at rebuilding a regional grain econ-
omy west of the Cascade Mountains in Washington, Oregon, and British Columbia. The Cascadia Grains Conference is for 
farmers, bakers, millers, brewers, distillers, brokers, investors, and policy-makers. 

The conference will be held Saturday, Jan. 12, at the STAR Center, 3873 S. 66th St., Tacoma. Registration, the program, and 
more information about the conference are available at www.cascadiagrains.com. The cost is $95 for those registering before 
Dec. 21, $120 for those registering before Jan. 12. 

The conference will feature a variety of workshops, including: Expanding Grain Networks and Infrastructure; How to Grow 
Grains West of the Cascades; Grains as Poultry Feed; Roles for Co-ops in the Small Grains Economy; Financing Grain Farm-
ing and Processing Businesses, and more. 

Cascadia Grains Conference, January 12—Tacoma 

Several opportunities are coming up to turn your idea into a marketable product!    If 
you’re a farmer, chef, passionate foodie, or current and/or wannabe food processor, 
this is THE workshop for you.  This will be four week sof one-day/week intensive 
classes to learn all you need to know in order to extend your market season through 

value-added products.  This will be a fun and fact-filled opportunity to learn, network, and develop your own ideas into prof-
itable value-added products. 

Value-added products, with shelf life for year round sales that you can market directly can generate higher profits.  Produce 
(or have co-packed) and market high-value products!   

Skagit County. (Mt. Vernon, Tuesday, Jan. 15th at 9:00 am – 3:30 pm; through Feb. 5th.   
Jefferson Co. (Port Hadlock), Wednesday, Jan. 16th at 9:00 am – 3:30 pm; through Feb. 6th.  

One day workshops on 19th February in Clark County and February 20th in King County (at 21 Acres, Woodinville) 

Register now at: http://valueaddedearlywinter.eventbrite.com.  For more information or questions, contact: Fred 
Berman, fberman@agr.wa.gov; 360.656.5063  

Value Added workshop/roundtable series begins this winter 
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In an effort to help young and beginning farmers and ranchers in the state of Wash-
ington grow their businesses, Slow Money Northwest (SMNW) has teamed up with 
Cascade Harvest Coalition to create “Seeds of Success,” the State’s first rural agricul-
tural Individual Development Account (IDA) program.  

This program will help participants to purchase farm equipment, livestock, and farm-
land, and connect them to technical assistance, mentorships and a supportive peer community.  IDA programs have gained 
popularity as an effective tool for economic development, job creation, and homeownership in urban settings, but Washing-
ton is one of ten states to participate in a national effort to adapt this model to the needs of rural communities, and at the 
same time, help stave off the looming shortage of farmers in America.    

“On a national level, we’re facing an aging farming population, rising demand for regional food and scarcity of opportunity 
in rural communities. Over the next ten or fifteen years, most of the farmers in Washington State will retire, and we need to 
train and empower the next generation.”  Tim Crosby, Director of Slow Money NW. “Beginning farmers need every advan-
tage they can,” says Mary Embleton, Director of Cascade Harvest Coalition. “ The match dollars help, but the real key is the 
training and support networks that go along with them.”   

Participating farmers and ranchers who want to expand their businesses 
can receive up to $2,500 per year in savings match funds up to a total of 
$5,000. SMNW will begin taking applications now, with the launch date set 
for January 2013. Space is limited and applications are due by December 
31, 2012.  For more information and to apply, visit www.slowmoney.org, 
write to info@slowmoneynw.org or call 206-326-9828.  

Rural Agricultural Individual Development Account 

Guidance for Collaborative Marketing for Small Farms 
As interest in local food sourcing increases at restaurants, institutions, and schools, small farms often have to combine forces 
to move enough products to satisfy the larger-scale buyer’s expectations  The new bulletin, “Collaborative Marketing for 
Small Farms” provides guidelines for farm owners who are looking to work jointly with other farms to access these new 
markets. 

Collaborative marketing is most beneficial when the farms deal effectively with legal and business considerations from start 
to finish. This bulletin explains the business structure options and success factors of joint ventures, partnerships, and corpo-
rations.  It highlights potential obstacles and suggests practical solutions to them.  After reading this bulletin, a small farm 
owner will be much more familiar with the ways a collaborative marketing opportunity can positively or negatively affect 
their farm’s bottom line. 

Check out this great publication by going to: http://smallfarms.cornell.edu/resources/marketing/ 

Washington producers interested in extending the growing season for high value crops in an envi-
ronmentally safe manner can apply for technical and financial assistance through USDA’s Envi-
ronmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) Seasonal High Tunnel Initiative.  The Seasonal 
High Tunnel Initiative assists producers in addressing resource concerns by providing technical 
and financial assistance in improving plant quality, soil quality, reducing nutrient and pesticide 
transport, improving air quality through reduced transportation inputs, and reducing energy use by 
providing consumers with a local source of fresh produce. 

While applications are accepted on a continuous basis, the cutoff date for this application period is December 21, 2012.  
Producers interested in applying for EQIP High Tunnel Initiative funding should contact their Washington State field office, 
located through the web site at: http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?state=WA .  

Funding Available for NRCS High Tunnel Initiative 
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The Douglas County Planning Commission will conduct a public hearing on Wednesday, December 12, 2012, beginning at 
5:30 p.m. at the Douglas County Public Services Building hearing room located at 140 19th Street NW, East Wenatchee, 
WA.   

The Planning Commission will take public comment on and consider revisions to the Douglas County Countywide and the 
Greater East Wenatchee Area Comprehensive Plans as follows: 

At issue is an area-wide comprehensive plan map amendment and rezone of approximately 3,900 acres located south of the 
Brewster Bridge (SR173).  Amendments include re-designating approximately 2,600 acres from Rural Resource 20 and Dry-
land Agriculture to Commercial Agriculture 10, approximately 280 acres from Rural Resource 20 to Rural Resource 5, de-
designating approximately 120 acres from Dryland Agriculture to Rural Resource 20, and re-designating approximately 870 
acres from Rural Resource 20 to Dryland Agriculture. 

To view the draft amendments to the and staff analysis on the internet select the “2012 Annual Comprehensive Plan  Up-
date” link on the “Current Projects” tab on the County website:  www.douglascountywa.net.      

Douglas County Planning Commission hearing on ag land zoning 

WSU receives $1.5 m grant for collaborative water modeling 
Finding ways to involve primary water users in the research process to develop scientifi-
cally sound and economically feasible public policy for water usage in the Columbia 
River Basin is the focus of a new, $1.5 million grant at Washington State University. 

Scientists from WSU’s School of the Environment and the WSU Center for Environ-
mental Research, Education, and Outreach have received a USDA National Institute of 
Food and Agriculture grant to build a collaborative water modeling project in the Co-
lumbia River Basin. Assistant Professor Cailin Huyck Orr, an expert in inland waters, 
will lead an interdisciplinary, multi-campus team of social scientists, earth scientists, 

economists, civil and environmental engineers, agricultural scientists and policy experts in the Watershed Integrated Systems 
Dynamics Modeling (WISDM) project. 

Read the full story by going to: http://news.cahnrs.wsu.edu/2012/10/23/wsu-receives-1-5-million-grant-for-
collaborative-water-modeling-in-columbia-basin/ 

Ties to the Land: Succession Planning Workshop in Ellensburg 
Washington State University Extension educators will offer the award-winning "Ties to the Land” 
succession planning workshop in Ellensburg in December. Succession planning is the human side of 
estate planning; it is a way for families to maintain their ties to the land across multiple generations.  

The workshop will be 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 15, at the Kittitas County Event Center, 512 N. 
Poplar St., Ellensburg, Wash. Registration is $45 per family or ownership; it includes a workbook, 
DVD and refreshments. Lunch may be purchased at least one week in advance for $10 per person. 
Disability assistance is available on request. 

Enrollment is limited to 30 families, and registration is first come, first served. For more information, 
contact Tip Hudson, 509-962-7507 or hudsont@wsu.edu. To view upcoming events, please visit 
http://bit.ly/extforestry. 

The workshop is a mix of presentation and practical exercises that help families address the key chal-
lenges of succession planning. Workshop participants learn about the legal and economic aspects of 
transferring a farm, forest or ranch from one generation to the next.  

Participants receive a "Ties to the Land” workbook and companion DVD, tools designed to help 
families continue to improve and direct communication and planning at home.  
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NABC awarded funding 

The Northwest Agriculture Business 
Center (NABC) will receive funding 
from the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture to provide technical support for 
existing agricultural processors and to 
incubate new processors of agricultural 
products in Northwest Washington.  

Known as the Northwest Washington 
Agricultural Processing Initiative, the 
goal of the program is to utilize long-
term business strategic planning to im-
prove economic conditions in rural ar-
eas.  

Learn more—click here 

Business & Financial Planning and 
Recordkeeping online courses 

Winter is the season for farm planning! 
What better way to use the long dark 
evenings than to snuggle up with your 
computer and join an online course 
from the Cornell Small Farms Program? 
You'll build your skills, be inspired by 
successful farmers, and develop plans to 
help you hit the ground running when 
the growing season begins.  

Learn more about how the courses op-
erate on our Course Logistics and FAQs 
page at http://nebeginningfarmers.org/
online-courses/online-course-faqs  

Certified Water Right Examiners 
Rule Signed 

Department of Ecology (Ecology) Di-
rector Ted Sturdevant recently signed an 
administrative rule creating a certified 
water right examiner program to im-
prove the efficiency of water right per-
mit processing in Washington state. The 
water right examiners will provide final 
inspections of water right permit hold-
ers' place and purpose of water use, a 
step currently required of Ecology staff. 

For eligibility and more information, go 
to: Certified Water Right Examiner Pro-
gram  

In Short 

The Washington State Department of Agriculture recently released “A School’s Guide 
to Purchasing Washington-Grown Food Using Geographic Preference to Strengthen 
Farm to School”.  

This guide is intended to clarify today’s rules about how to apply a geographic prefer-
ence in school food purchases and to help school districts increase their use of Wash-
ington-grown foods for meal and snack programs. 

The Washington Sustainable Food & Farming Network, Washington State Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Washington Environmental Council partnered to create this 
guide. The project was made possible by a Communities Putting Prevention to Work 
grant from Public Health- Seattle & King County. 

The guide is available at  www.wafarmtoschool.org/Page/73/procurement.  

WSDA announces new tools and resources for Farm to School 

WSDA: Demand remains high for food banks statewide 
Full WSDA news release here 

New figures gathered by the state Department of Agriculture show there remains an increasing need for food assistance, 
with 1 in 5 Washington residents visiting a food bank at least once during this past year. 

Between June 2011 and June 2012, there were more than 8.6 million visits to food banks across Washington state, 500,000 
more visits than in the previous year, according to the figures collected by the WSDA’s Food Assistance Program. 

Some key facts about feeding the hungry this past year: 

 The Food Assistance Program distributed 474 truckloads of USDA commodity foods to more than 1.4 million families. 
 A total of 134 million pounds of food was distributed, 4 million more pounds than in 2011. 
 Each person received an average of 15.68 pounds of food with each visit. 
 On average, clients visited their local food bank six times in the past year. 
 WSDA works with nearly 500 emergency food providers. 

Learn more about WSDAs work through their Food Assistance Program. 
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Puget Sound Watershed Grant Funding Opportunity 
Local land use decisions often impact agriculture land, either 
through tighter protections, zoning changes, or adoption of ordi-
nances.  Agricultural land also provides key environmental benefits 
including ground water recharge, flood control, and ecological and 
habitat functions. 

The Departments of Ecology and Commerce recently announced a 
funding opportunity through a competitive grant program for im-

proving watershed management and land use decisions in the Puget Sound region. This funding will be used to support wa-
tershed-based assessment, planning, implementation, and monitoring approaches that protect and restore key areas critical to 
maintaining the integrity of watershed processes and functions. It is intended to focus on projects that support updates to 
local growth management and land use regulations, policies and plans. This may include critical areas ordinances, shoreline 
management programs, stormwater regulations, floodplain management codes and others. 

The funding is part of the Puget Sound National Estuary Program (NEP) for Watershed Protection and Restoration. 

Applications are due to Ecology by January 25, 2013. Details are in the grant application and grant guidelines 
documents available at http://www.ecy.wa.gov/puget_sound/grants_fed_watershed.html.  

Applicants must use the grant application document provided.  Answers to frequently-asked questions will be featured at this 
website on a weekly basis during the application period – please check. 

The maximum grant amount for individual projects is $250,000. with approximately $1,475,000 available for award.  Local 
governments, special purpose districts, federally-recognized tribal governments, and tribal consortia are eligible to apply. 

Food Access Coalition recently launched a web site for Spokane residents to 
provide them with an interactive experience to learn about Spokane’s food 
system.  Check it out by going to: www.realfoodspokane.org  

Contributors to the site are all part of Spokane's Food Access Coalition 
(FAC) members, led by Spokane Regional Health District (SRHD). Current 
Food Access Coalition members include SRHD, Washington State University 
Extension, Second Harvest, Catholic Charities, Sunshine Disposal, local farmers, and representatives from local hospitals, 
restaurants and grocery stores.  

Everyone from food processing to food waste management; business owners including food retailers; school nutrition pro-
gram directors; and city and county-level policy-makers and elected officials is welcome to join the Food Access Coalition. 
Contact Natalie Tauzin at (509) 324-1659 or by email at ntauzin@spokanecounty.org. 

New site to learn about Spokane’s food system 

New curriculum available for youth and value added 
The Agricultural Marketing Resource Center (AgMRC) offers a new, free curriculum to 
educate youth on opportunities for rural development through value-added agriculture. 
The curriculum, located on the AgMRC website, www.agmrc.org, provides instructors with 
full lesson plans on agritourism, aquaculture, livestock, biomass and renewable energy. In-
formation for the curriculum is drawn directly from the website.  

Vocational agriculture instructors can utilize lesson plans to engage students in a natural versus organic debate, the creation 
of posters, interviews of value-added businesses within their community and a case study analysis of their own value-added 
ag enterprise.  Additional curriculum materials will be added throughout the fall of 2012. The full curriculum is available at 
www.agmrc.org/curriculum/. 
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“Our mission is to promote the vitality of farming, farmers, and ranchers by en-
suring that we will continue to have productive agricultural lands in Washing-
ton State. We will achieve this through policy recommendations to the Gover-
nor, the Legislature, the Office of Farmland Preservation and others and by 
enlisting public support. Programs will be voluntary, recognize local priorities, 
and provide for economic incentives.”  

Mark Your Calendars 
WSU Agritourism Conference 

WSU is hosting a regional “Breaking 
new Ground” agritourism conference 
Dec 7-9 in Pateros, WA. This confer-
ence will take place at the events center 
of the Lakeshore Inn in Pateros, Wash-
ington.  Pateros is roughly 50 miles 
north of Wenatchee, WA.   

To register or learn more, check out the 
conference website at: http://
okanogan.agritourism.wsu.edu 

Low-Stress Cattle Handling Seminar 

WSU Extension and Grant County Cat-
tlemen’s Association would like to invite 
Washington beef cattle producers and 
producers from neighboring states to 
attend two one-day Low-Stress Cattle 
Handling Seminars on January 14 and 
15, 2013 at the Grant County Fair-
grounds in Moses Lake, Washington 
from 9:30 AM-3:30 PM.   

Registration and details here  

Direct Marketing Meat Managing 
Risk from Farm to Consumer 

This workshop series is designed for 
livestock producers who want to direct 
market meat.  Learn more about dates 
and topics by going to: http://lincoln-
adams.wsu.edu/agriculture/Direct-
Marketing-Meat-Workshops.html 

For more information, contact Tom 
Platt, 509-725-4171 

CSA Legal Issues Webinar 

Building the Base of Your CSA: Legal 
Best Practices, Including Member, Vol-
unteer, and Intern Agreements  

Tuesday, December 18, 2012     
6:00-7:30pm, Central 
Register: http://farmcommons.org/ 

Learn about the legal aspects of running 
a CSA and gain strategies for crafting a 
CSA member agreement to improve 
customer satisfaction and retention.  

WSU Oilseed Production and     
Marketing Conference 

Registration is now open for this     
January 22-23 conference in Kennewick.   

Plenary sessions will cover general agro-
nomic topics, while breakout sessions 
will be divided into region-specific crop-
ping systems to discuss topics in more 
detail.  

Registration and more details here 

Fresh Food in Schools Summit   
February 21, 2013, Moses Lake 

A full day conference for farmers, 
school food service staff, parents and 
anyone else interested in Farm to 
School. Come network and learn more 
about buying/selling Washington grown 
crops, marketing your efforts and creat-
ing the connections essential for farm to 
school success.  Contact Joan Qazi at 
509-664-6691 or jqazi@wsffn.org 

Food Animal Concerns Trust Fund-a
-Farmer Project 

The Fund-a-Farmer Project of Food 
Animal Concerns Trust awards grants 
of up to $1,500 for projects that help 
family farmers transition to pasture-
based systems, improve the marketing 
of their humane products, or more gen-
erally enrich the conditions in which the 
farm animals are raised. 

Applications must be submitted by 
May 1, 2013.  

Learn more about this funding opportu-
nity and eligibility by going to:  

http://www.fundafarmer.org/ 

USDA Rural Business Enterprise 
Grant Program  

USDAs Rural Development makes 
grants under the Rural Business Enter-
prise Grants (RBEG) Program to fi-
nance and facilitate development of 
small and emerging private business 
enterprises located in areas outside the 
boundary of a city of 50,000 or more 
and its immediately adjacent urbanized 
or urbanizing area. 

To learn more about this open an-
nouncement for funding, please check 
out this press release. 

Questions? Melanie Drecksel - 360.428-
4322, Ext. 158  

The Russell Family Foundation 

The Russell Family Foundation is ac-
cepting letters of inquiry for environ-
mental education and sustainability ef-
forts in Puget Sound and Western 
Washington.  Locally they work with 
NGO’s in Tacoma and Pierce County, 
regionally they work in Western Wash-
ington on issues of environmental sus-
tainability which is focused on polluted 
runoff, green infrastructure and envi-
ronmental education. 

Their next Letter of Inquiry deadline 
is January 28, 2013. For information 
about how to apply, please click here. 
To log in to their online grant system, 
please click here.  
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