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2013 Legislature underway —impacts to agriculture? 
With the new year comes a new legislative session in Olympia.  Lawmakers made there way back to the capitol campus to be-
gin a 105 day session.  Already there have been hundreds of measures introduced covering many issues.  What follows is a 
sample of measures that the Office of Farmland Preservation is monitoring during the 2013 legislative session as they relate to 
farm viability, regulatory impact, land use, and farm labor. 

For more information on each measure, click on the hyperlinked bill number which directs you to the bill page.  From here 
you can learn when hearings occur, read bill reports which provide a background and summary narration of the measure.  

Also, if the bill has received a hearing or any other committee coverage, you can utilize the links at the bottom of the page to 
go directly to the recorded hearing through TVW.ORG.   

HB 1072 - Creating the agricultural labor skills and safety grant program.   

 This bill tasks Commerce with creating and administering the Agricultural Labor Skills and Safety Grant Program by 
providing a grant to a qualifying community based organization up to $750,000. 

 Full Text URL: http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/billinfo/2013-14/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/1135.pdf 

HB 1135 - Concerning the annual gross sales limits for cottage food operations.   

 This bill removes the annual gross sales limits for cottage food operations Current cap is $15,000 gross annual sales. 
 Full Text URL: http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/billinfo/2013-14/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/1135.pdf 

HB 1188 - Creating a focused effort on reestablishing a rural agricultural economy in western Washington by making invest-
ments aimed at returning under-producing land back into a state of active agricultural production 

 Requires WSDA, in tandem with the WSU Mount Vernon northwestern research and extension center, to maintain a 
program with the goal of returning land located in western Washington that is either not in agricultural production or 
that is currently in a state of underproduction back to production. 

 Full Text URL: http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/billinfo/2013-14/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/1188.pdf 

HB 1437 - Concerning small farms under the current use property tax program for farm and agricultural lands. 

 Provides that farms under twenty acres meeting the income requirements of the current use property tax program for 
farm and agricultural lands are eligible for current use valuation of the land underlying the residential structures the 
same as farms twenty acres and over. 

 Full Text URL: http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/billinfo/2013-14/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/1437.pdf 

SB 5276 - Regarding the use of designated agricultural lands. 

 Clarifies provisions regarding the protection of designated agricultural land for future agricultural use. 
 Full Text URL: http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/billinfo/2013-14/Pdf/Bills/Senate Bills/5276.pdf 

SB 5327 - Concerning small farms under the current use property tax program for farm and agricultural lands. 

 Companion measure to HB 1437  
 Full Text URL: http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/billinfo/2013-14/Pdf/Bills/Senate Bills/5327.pdf 

SB 5123 - Establishing a farm internship program.   

 Establishes a farm internship pilot project for the employment of farm interns on small farms in certain counties. 
 Full Text URL: http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/billinfo/2013-14/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/1135.pdf 
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National Council of Real Estate Investment Fiduciaries—January 22, 2013 press release 

January 22, 2013 – The National Council of Real Estate Investment Fiduciaries (NCREIF) has released its fourth quarter 2012 
results of the NCREIF Farmland Index. The total return for the fourth quarter was 9.56%, comprised of 5.27% appreciation 
and 4.29% income return. This is the highest quarterly return since fourth quarter 2006 when the total return was 11.55%. 

The NCREIF Farmland Index consists of 543 investment-grade farm properties; comprised of 403 annual cropland proper-
ties and 140 permanent farmland properties.  

Read the full release with information about the Pacific West at:  NCREIF Farm Index 4th Quarter 2012 (PDF) 

Real Estate Investment group: Strong Finish to a Great Year for Farmland 

Research—Limiting Bird Damage in Fruit Crops 
From Whatcom Farm Friends E-News—February 2013 

A 3-year study funded by USDA is underway, addressing the amount of damage caused by birds in four specialty fruit crops 
across N. America: blueberries, cherries, 'honeycrisp' apples and wine grapes. Trinity Western University, WSU and OSU are 
spearheading the Pacific NW team on this research.  The goal is to provide producers with cost-effective, environmentally 
sustainable bird management strategies.  Several Whatcom and Skagit blueberry and apple growers were among the Pacific 
NW participants in 2012.   

Interested in participating?  They are currently determining bird management projects to be tested in Washington, Oregon 
and British Columbia in 2013. Fruit growers or dairy farmers may email steensma@twu.ca  or cburrows@wsu.edu for fur-
ther info.  For more information go to: http://birddamagetofruitcrops.info/ 

2012 Research—Measurements of bird damage in each crop across the region showed that grapes and blueberries were 
hardest hit overall.  Economic effects of these crop losses are being calculated by USDA for all regions and will be published 
later this spring.     

2013 Season Objectives—The coming field season will encompass: Demonstration trials of various deterrents including 
falconry, artificial predators, netting, and deterrent sprays; Replication of bird damage quantification studies from 2012; Iden-
tification of damage attributable to specific bird species; and Identification of beneficial birds present.  

When Cows Meet Clams is a project designed to help farmers and foresters, and those interested in becoming farmers 
and/or foresters, build longevity and success with their resource businesses while protecting important natural assets using 
tools, trends and practices that have been demonstrated to work.  The project is also designed to build on existing buy local 
trends in the Snoqualmie Valley and develop new, experiential tourism ways to support Snoqualmie Valley farms and forests. 

A series of four workshops have been developed to provide an integrated, hands-on approach to operating a successful 
and sustainable farm or forest.  The holistic approach will combine stewardship, succession planning and marketing/
economic development that taps into trends in restoration, buy-local and experience-based tourism.  

Four additional topic-intensive classes will be held in March, including farm and forest stewardship, succession plan-
ning and marketing.   

FOR FARMERS—On-site Workshop—Feb 25th from 9 am to 2 pm (Monday) 
Oxbow Farm & Education Center, 10819 Carnation-Duvall Road, Carnation, WA 98014  
Cost: $15 includes box lunch—Register now by visiting www.brownpapertickets.com/event/319677 

FOR FORESTERS—On-site Workshops - Feb 23rd and March 9th from 8 am to 1 pm (Saturdays)                          
Camp River Ranch, 33300 NE 32nd St, Carnation, WA 98014 
Cost: $15 includes box lunch—Register now by visiting www.brownpapertickets.com/event/319702 

For more information contact: Heidi Siegelbaum, heidi@calyxsite.com, 206-784-4265 or Mary Embleton, 
mary@cascadeharvest.org, 206-632-0606 

Where Cows Meet Clams—February and March dates announced 
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USDA Proposes Standards to Provide Healthy Food Options in Schools 

USDA announced February 1 that the public comment period has opened on proposed new standards to ensure that chil-
dren have access to healthy food options in school. 

The Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010 requires USDA to establish nutrition standards for all foods sold in schools -- 
beyond the federally-supported school meals programs. The "Smart Snacks in School" proposed rule, to be published soon 
in the Federal Register, is the first step in the process to create national standards. 

The public is encouraged to review the proposal and to provide comments and information for consideration by USDA. The 
text of the proposed rule is available at http://www.fns.usda.gov/cga/020113-snacks.pdf. Once the rule is published in the 
Federal Register, which is expected during the week of February 4, the public will be able to provide feedback through 
www.regulations.gov. USDA will seek public comment on the proposal for 60 days. 

Agri-Tourism Development to Bolster Farm Incomes 
A great resource for landowners and farmers interested in diversifying their incomes is now available.   Agri-Tourism: Using 
Alternative Enterprises and Recreational Development to Bolster Farm Incomes is available for download below. 

Using Alternative Enterprises and Recreational Development to Bolster Farm Incomes (PDF) 

Alternative enterprises such as hunting and agritourism offer landowners other ways to diversify their revenue stream and 
capture more value from their property. These enterprises are growing rapidly across the country and offer landowners other 
options besides traditional farming and forestry operations. However, these alternative enterprises also are accompanied by 
risks that landowners are often unfamiliar with and these risks must be addressed before the implementation of any new 
business venture. 

This workbook is divided into six separate learning modules that can be used either inde-
pendently or in conjunction with some or all of the rest of the modules on addressing these 
risks. Each module begins with a PowerPoint presentation that walks the reader through 
potential pitfalls in a given area. Some modules contain appendices with other beneficial in-
formation and each of the modules ends with a worksheet which enables the user to work 
through the issues in an individualized manner. 

On the first day of the 113th Congress, Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-Nevada) reintroduced the 
version of the Farm Bill the Senate passed on June 21, 2012, (S. 3240).  Full text of S.3240 available 
here.   Senator Debbie Stabenow (Michigan), Chairwoman of the Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutri-
tion, and Forestry has indicated that she will convene a Committee mark up as soon as possible, the product 
of which could then be substituted for Senator Reid's placeholder bill.   

Farm Bill Reintroduced by Senator Harry Reid 

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack recently announced a new microloan program from the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) designed to help small and family operations, beginning and socially disadvantaged farmers secure loans under 
$35,000. The new microloan program is aimed at bolstering the progress of producers through their start-up years by provid-
ing needed resources and helping to increase equity so that farmers may eventually graduate to commercial credit and expand 
their operations. The microloan program will also provide a less burdensome, more simplified application process in com-
parison to traditional farm loans. 

Administered through USDA's Farm Service Agency (FSA) Operating Loan Program, the new microloan program offers 
credit options and solutions to a variety of producers.  

Producers interested in applying for a microloan may contact their local Farm Service Agency office. 

USDAs New Microloan Program — loans up to $35,000 
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WSU Researchers see more West 
Nile Virus in orchards 

Washington State University researchers 
have linked orchards and vineyards with 
a greater prevalence of West Nile virus 
in mosquitoes and the insects’ ability to 
spread the virus to birds, horses and 
people. 

The finding, reported in the latest issue 
of the journal PLOS ONE, is the most 
finely scaled look at the interplay be-
tween land use and the virus’s activity in 
key hosts. 

Read more here 

Follow the progress of water re-
source related bills at Ecology 

The Water Resource program at the 
State Department of Ecology has avail-
able an updated list of water related leg-
islation currently before the Washington 
State Legislature.  These bills range 
from points of withdrawal changes to 
easing the process for applicants. 

To view their bill tracking spreadsheet 
and to learn more about rules changes, 
policy proposals and more, go to: 

Ecology’s Water Resources Advisory 
Committee’s webpage.   

Western SARE Simply Sustainable 

The current issue of Simply Sustainable, 
Western SARE's quarterly newsletter, is 
now available for download at http://
bit.ly/VnMpBo. In this issue you can 
read about the keynote presentations at 
the sold-out Strengthening Agriculture's 
Infrastructure conference, which grad 
student research and education propos-
als were funded, project highlights, and 
more. 

Also, visit westernsare.org/
infrastructure regularly to view all con-
ference speakers' presentations, videos, 
audio and more.  

In Short 

 Washington State’s women farmers have a unique opportunity to attend a locally based 
statewide agriculture conference offering speakers, practical advice, and collaborative discus-
sion on how to improve farm management skills in addition to networking opportunities 
with other women ‘farmtrepreneurs’. 

“Growing Your Successful Farm Business” will be held Saturday, February 23, 2013 at 21 different locations throughout 
the state – visit the website: www.womeninag.wsu.edu to find a location near you. The conference begins at 8:00am with a 
light breakfast and ends at 4:00pm with a catered lunch included.  

Registration for the conference is $25 ($35 after Feb 18) and includes a copy of the book “Farmer Jane – Women Changing the 
Way We Eat,” and a catered lunch. For a list of locations, links to register online, and/or download a registration form, visit 
www.womeninag.wsu.edu. Some needs-based scholarships are available, contact Margaret Viebrock at (509) 745-8531 or 
viebrock@wsu.edu for an application. Conference sponsorship comes from the U.S. Department of Agriculture and the 
WSU Extension Western Center for Risk Management Education. 

Click here to view the full press release which includes speakers and information on sessions. 

2013 Women in Agriculture Conference—21 locations! 

Washington State Food Systems Roundtable—Update 
In 2012, former Governor Chris Gregoire approved a recommendation to form a statewide food systems roundtable.  Over 

30 participants met January 8th, 2013 to convene the statewide foodsystems roundtable.  

The first task after establishing it's formation structure for this roundtable will be forming a 
25 year vision for Washington's food system. 

This roundtable will be modeled after existing roundtables that address issues such as eco-
nomic vitality and employment.  

The roundtable will provide a forum for participants to seek common ground, develop effec-
tive partnerships, and share beneficial information. The Washington State Conservation 

Commission is participating in this roundtable and will provide updates and progress as the effort moves forward.   
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Last winter, Community Farm Connection (CFC) collaborated with WSU's Small Farms Program to host Around the Farm-
house Table, a series of food and farming discussions. This year, CFC will again offer the monthly series of four workshops 
aimed at providing support for small and mid-sized farms.  

The first workshop, QuickBooks for Small Farms: Invoicing with Ease, will be held on Tuesday, February 19 from 3:00 to 5:00 in 
the Conference Room at the Community Foundation of North Central Washington,  9 S. Wenatchee Avenue in Wenatchee.  

Other workshops in the 2013 series include: 

Farm-to-School: How to sell to public schools (March) 
Chef's Roundtable: Working with small farms (April) 
On-farm workshop, TBD (May) 
Farm-to-Table Trade Meeting (May)   

For more information, contact Julie at (509) 888-3010.  

Around the Farmhouse Table series kicking off  in Central WA 

The Washington State Housing Finance Commission, in partnership with 
Northwest Farm Credit Services, is offering loans for qualifying beginning 
farmers and ranchers that can be combined with other loans, grants and 
other sources of funds. The Beginning Farmer/Rancher Program is a tax-

exempt bond program designed to assist beginning farmers and ranchers in the state of Washington acquire 
agricultural property at lower interest rates.  

Current Loan Amount—Loans financed with proceeds of tax-exempt bonds issued by the Commission are currently avail-
able up to a maximum amount of $477,000 (including up to $250,000 for depreciable farm property and up to $62,500 for 
used equipment/personal property), which may be combined with other loans, grants and other sources of funds for larger 
projects. 

Who is Eligible? - Individuals or families who have not had any direct or indirect ownership interest in farmland in the op-
eration of which such individual materially participated. Or, those who have owned and operated a farm or ranch that was 
less than 30% of the county’s median farm size. 

To learn more, go to: http://www.wshfc.org/FarmRanch/index.htm 

Beginning Farmer/Rancher Program—WA Housing Commission 

Research Brief  Reports Pastured Dairy Heifers Grow Well  
A research brief from the Center for Integrated Agricultural Systems reports that heifers raised on 
pasture in the ongoing Wisconsin Integrated Cropping Systems Trial performed as well as or better 
than heifers raised in confinement. In this study, not only did heifers on managed pastures match 
the weights and age at first calving of their confined counterparts, but they also outperformed con-
finement heifers in terms of average daily gain during the pasture season and milk production in 
their first lactation.  Read more at UW Madison Center for Integrated Agricultural Systems 

The Puget Sound Regional Council (PSRC) Food Policy Council working group will hold their regular monthly meeting on 
Friday, February 8; 10am—12 pm.  On the agenda is a Rural Transportation Study, farmers markets discussion, and more.  

PSRC is examining the region’s transportation issues from the rural perspective. The Study will examine population, employ-
ment, commute patterns, safety issues, maintenance and preservation, agricultural issues, recreational access and other issues 
as identified throughout the planning process.   

Check out the agenda and more at: http://psrc.org/about/advisory/regional-food-policy-council/ 

Regional Food Policy Council to hold monthly meeting  
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WASHINGTON STATE CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

“Our mission is to promote the vitality of farming, farmers, and ranchers by en-
suring that we will continue to have productive agricultural lands in Washing-
ton State. We will achieve this through policy recommendations to the Gover-
nor, the Legislature, the Office of Farmland Preservation and others and by 
enlisting public support. Programs will be voluntary, recognize local priorities, 
and provide for economic incentives.”  

Mark Your Calendars 
Webinar—Perpetual Conservation 

Easements: What Have We Learned 
and Where Should We Go From 

Here?  

February 15, 12:00-5:00 p.m. MST 

http://today.law.utah.edu/?
events=conservation-easements  

Watch live online at http://ulaw.tv/. 
Link will be posted on day of confer-
ence. 

PSRC Regional Food Policy Council 

February 8, 2013, 10:00 – 12:00 noon 

PSRC Conference Room - 1011 West-
ern Avenue, 5th Floor, Seattle 

Contact: Olivia Robinson, 206-464-7890 

Agenda, Past Meeting Summaries and 
Presentations 

Sign up to receive Regional Food Policy 
Council agendas and materials. 

Family Forest Expo Slated at Green 
River Community College 

Family owners of private forestland in 
Washington will have the opportunity to 
learn how to keep their forests safe and 
healthy at the Family Forest Expo.  

This WSU educational event will be 
held Saturday, March 23, at GRCC in 
Auburn. Check out the flyer for more 
information here.  

Tomato and Watermelon Grafting 
workshop—February 12 

Learn how to use the splice-graft tech-
nique to graft tomato and watermelon 
successfully. Demonstrations will also 
show how to do multiple grafts on a 
single tomato plant.  Check out the flyer 
here (PDF). 

Online registration: http://
www.brownpapertickets.com/
event/312749  

Vine to Wine Workshop                   
20-21 April 2013 

This workshop will provide an overview 
of what it takes to successfully get 
started in the WA Wine Industry, and is 
specifically designed for those thinking 
of starting a vineyard or winery or those 
that have a recently entered the industry.  
For more information and registration, 
please visit: http://
wine.wsu.edu/2012/11/vine-to-wine-
2013/ 

Fresh Food in Schools Summit   
February 21, 2013, Moses Lake 

A full day conference for farmers, 
school food service staff, parents and 
anyone else interested in Farm to 
School. Come network and learn more 
about buying/selling Washington grown 
crops, marketing your efforts and creat-
ing the connections essential for farm to 
school success.  Contact Joan Qazi at 
509-664-6691 or jqazi@wsffn.org 

Organic Farming Research        
Foundation Research Grants 

The Organic Farming Research Foun-
dation (OFRF) offers funding for or-
ganic seed quality or crops breeding 
projects only. This funding is available 
for research in organic crop breeding 
and seed quality thanks to a partnership 
with Seed Matters. OFRF research 
grants are intended to fund agricultural 
research in certified organic settings. 
OFRF will not fund a project for more 
than $15,000 per year.   

The deadline for the next granting 
cycle is May 15, 2013.    

Learn more here 

USDA Rural Business Enterprise 
Grant Program  

USDA Rural Development is seeking 
applications for the Rural Business En-
terprise Grant (RBEG) program. 
RBEG’s are available to public bodies, 
non-profits and Indian Tribes who de-
sire to finance and facilitate the develop-
ment of small and emerging private 
business enterprises in rural areas.  

Applications will receive discretionary 
points for projects that support the 
agency and department goals several 
categories including Local food systems 
and value-added agriculture. 

Learn more here 

WSDA Specialty Crop Block Grant 

The Washington State Department of 
Agriculture recently announced that 
approximately $3 million in federal 
grants will be available to enhance the 
state’s fruit, vegetable and nursery in-
dustry. The U.S. Department of Agri-
culture is expected to provide this fund-
ing to Washington through its Specialty 
Crop Block Grant Program (SCBG), 
authorized under a one-year extension 
to the federal 2008 Farm Bill. 

Visit www.agr.wa.gov/Grants/SCBGP 
for application information and forms. 
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