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The Pasco Chamber of Commerce and Les Schwab are proud to announce the 
annual REAL AG 2013 Convention and Trade Show to be held January 8th 
and 9th, 2013, at the TRAC Center in Pasco, WA. Cost to attend the Conven-
tion and Trade Show is $5.00. The cost for the Ag Issues Luncheon is $20.00 

The event began more than 20 years ago and has transformed from a simple 
farm forum meant to educate to a trade show with recertification courses and a 

scholarship program. 

The trade show, which opens at 9 a.m., kicks-off the event and is followed by the seminar “Legacy Farming: Tools 
& Techniques for Transitioning to the Next Generation,” presented by Baker Boyer Bank at 10 a.m. 

It will be followed by the Ag Issues Luncheon, which is being held in conjunction with the Pasco Chamber of Commerce 
monthly membership luncheon. Rep. Doc Hastings will speak during the luncheon, as well as a representation from the 
Washington State Farm Bureau.   To learn more, go to: http://www.pascorealag.com/ 

Farm Transition to be topic at Pasco Real Ag convention 

Several opportunities are coming up to turn your idea into a marketable product!    If 
you’re a farmer, chef, passionate foodie, or current and/or wannabe food processor, 
this is THE workshop for you.  This will be four week sof one-day/week intensive 
classes to learn all you need to know in order to extend your market season through 

value-added products.  This will be a fun and fact-filled opportunity to learn, network, and develop your own ideas into prof-
itable value-added products. 

Value-added products, with shelf life for year round sales that you can market directly can generate higher profits.  Produce 
(or have co-packed) and market high-value products!   

Skagit County. (Mt. Vernon, Tuesday, Jan. 15th at 9:00 am – 3:30 pm; through Feb. 5th.   
Jefferson Co. (Port Hadlock), Wednesday, Jan. 16th at 9:00 am – 3:30 pm; through Feb. 6th.  

One day workshops on 19th February in Clark County and February 20th in King County (at 21 Acres, Woodinville) 

Register now at: http://valueaddedearlywinter.eventbrite.com.  For more information or questions, contact: Fred 
Berman, fberman@agr.wa.gov; 360.656.5063  

Value Added workshop/roundtable series begins this winter 

NRCS Farm and Ranch Land Protection—January 18 
January 18 is the application cut-off date for the Farm and Ranchland Protection Program (FRPP), USDA’s Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service (NRCS) recently announced.  

FRPP provides matching funds to help communities preserve farm or ranch land and cultural resources. The program offers a 
way to keep prime farmland in agriculture use and, at the same time, keep farming and ranching communities thriving by re-
lieving development pressures.  NRCS is seeking proposals from local, state and federally recognized tribal governments and 
non-governmental organizations interested in working together to acquire conservation easements on farms and ranches.  

FRPP is offered on a continuous sign-up basis, however, interested parties should contact their local USDA-NRCS service 
center office before the January 18 application deadline to apply for 2013 funding. 
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It's not every day that a walk to your mailbox leads to an opportunity to 
help shape farm programs, boost rural services and grow your farm future. 
But for producers across the country, that opportunity will soon become a 
reality. The 2012 Census of Agriculture, the only source of consistent and 
comprehensive agricultural data for every state and county in the nation, is 
currently being mailed to millions of farmers and ranchers across the 
United States. 

Conducted every five years by the U.S. Department of Agriculture's National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS), the Cen-
sus provides detailed data covering nearly every facet of U.S. agriculture. It looks at land use and ownership, production 
practices, expenditures and other factors that affect the way farmers do business and succeed in the 21st Century. 

All farmers and ranchers should receive a Census form in the mail by early January. Completed forms are due by February 4, 
2013. Farmers can return their forms by mail or online by visiting a secure website, www.agcensus.usda.gov. Federal law re-
quires all agricultural producers to participate in the Census and requires NASS to keep all individual information confiden-
tial.  

In addition to affecting policy decisions, Census information also influences community growth and development. Many 
companies review Census data when determining where to establish or expand their businesses, as well as where they can go 
for supplies of locally-produced food and agricultural products, which further emphasizes the importance of supplying accu-
rate information. Information from the Census also is valuable to explain the many ways farming is important to urban or 
non-farming residents and decision-makers.  

2012 Census of  Agriculture 

Harvard Food Law and Policy Publishes State Food Policy Toolkit 

The Harvard Law School Food Law and Policy Clinic recently announced the release of Good Laws, Good Food: Putting State 
Food Policy to Work for Our Communities, the second toolkit in a two-part series for communities seeking to make change in 
their food and agriculture system. 

The laws and policies that shape our nation’s food system affect all of the processes that bring us food from farm to fork 
and are created at various levels of government. Although the federal government sets many of the food and agricultural 
laws and policies that impact our food system, state and local governments also have significant roles to play. This state level 
toolkit focuses on the ways that states can change their policies to improve their food and agriculture systems. 

Download the toolkit here: Good Laws , Good Food: Putting State Food Policy to Work for Our Communities 

For a local perspective, check out our first publication, published in July 2012, entitled Good Laws, Good Food: Put-
ting Local Food Policy to Work for Our Communities.  

More information: http://blogs.law.harvard.edu/foodpolicyinitiative/ 

President’s Council Calls for More Competitive Research Grants and a Network of Public-Private Agricultural Institutes to Address Pending Challenges 

The Federal Government should launch a coordinated effort to boost American agricultural sci-
ence by increasing public investments in that economically important domain and rebalancing the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s research portfolio, according to a new report by an independent, 
presidentially appointed advisory group. The report also calls for the creation of a network of pub-
lic-private agricultural “innovation institutes,” to leverage the strengths of government scientists 

and commercial interests.   Learn more about the Presidents Council of Advisors on Science and Technology here. 

Check out the full press release along with more details on the report by going to:  

Press release (pdf); Full report (pdf) Webcast  

Presidential Report Calls for New “Innovation Ecosystem” for Ag  
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Research explores freezing local food for K—12 Market 
The Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy (IATP) has released new research on innovative strategies for freezing locally 
and regionally grown produce for the K-12 marketplace. Their research explored several small- and mid-scale approaches, 
including schools freezing on-site in their own kitchens, utilizing multi-use kitchen facilities, contracting small freezing enter-
prises, and arranging "co-pack" relationships. The IATP report draws insight from the first-hand experience of ventures 
around the country.  

To view the report and story, go to: Research Explores Freezing Local Food for K-12 Market  

Report explores options for increasing local food consumption 
Planting the Seeds: Moving to More Local Food in Western Washington summarizes findings of the Western Wash-
ington Foodshed Study, a project conducted by American Farmland Trust and the University of Washington. The report 
looks at why eating locally matters and compares the effectiveness of four options for moving to a more local food supply.  

Read more about this effort by going to: http://www.farmland.org/news/pressreleases/2012/Washington-State-Foodshed-
Study.asp 

With passage of H.R. 8, The American Taxpayer Relief Act, on Tuesday, January 1, the 2008 farm bill received an extension 
through September 2013.  House Agricultural Chairman Frank Lucas says passage of the bill “allows the Agriculture Com-
mittees in Congress to continue working on a five-year comprehensive farm bill.”  

Senate Agricultural Chairwoman Debbie Stabenow and Chair Lucas worked over the recent weekend but in the end recog-
nizing a new farm bill would not come to the floor for a vote, worked the extension.  Chairwoman Stabenow commented on 
the scaled back farm bill that “agriculture is just not a priority.” 

Click here to listen to House Agriculture Chairman Frank Lucas share his thoughts on the passage of the fiscal cliff legisla-
tion.  

Click here to read a statement by U.S. Senator Debbie Stabenow, Chairwoman of the Senate Agriculture, Nutrition and For-
estry Committee on passage of the fiscal cliff legislation. 

The farm bill expired last Sept. 30, though most programs it covered were not affected until Jan. 1. The federal farm legisla-
tion that includes everything from farm subsidies to food stamps generally is passed every five years but stalled in Congress 
last year. The Senate passed a new farm bill last summer but the legislation never made it to the House floor. 

One major issue addressed in part with passage was the permanent setting of estate tax rules. Estate taxes have been adjusted 
downward at least six times since 2001, but always with the possibility of increasing as lawmakers continually placed sunset 
provisions on their cuts. 

To read more about the estate tax piece, check out this story in the Missoulian from January 3, 2013. 

The next congressionally imposed end to estate taxes was to come Jan. 1, at which point the current a 35 percent tax on es-
tates worth more than $5.12 million was to jump to 55 percent. And the value of the estate exempt from the tax was to drop 
to $1 million. 

Farmers and ranchers said the rule changes on Jan. 1 would have made it difficult to pass family property to the next genera-
tion without selling off a significant portion to cover tax. 

The terms agreed to in the fiscal-cliff package ensure that moving forward estate taxes won’t be collected on inheritances of 
$5 million or less. Husbands and wives can pair the individual exemptions to prevent estate taxes on inheritances as large as 
$10 million. The exemption is also indexed for inflation, meaning that by the end of the decade the individual exemption 
rises to $7.5 million.  

 

Farm Bill gets an extension—estate tax impacts 
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Oregon Guide Offers Best Practices 
for Outdoor Poultry Slaughter 

Oregon State University Small Farms 
Program has available A Best Practices 
Guide to Open Air Poultry Slaughter, a 
10-page publication in PDF. This guide 
is not a manual for how to slaughter and 
process poultry, but it will help poultry 
processors of any size to operate in a 
safe, sanitary, and environmentally 
sound way. It addresses topics such as 
wastewater disposal, personal hygiene, 
the processing site, and pathogen con-
trol.  

Check it out here: Poultry Guide (PDF) 

Legacy Planning: Four uses for Life 
Insurance you never thought of 

By: Paul O’Donnell, Special to CNBC 

We all know the drill about death and 
taxes. For the first, there's life insurance. 
But it may surprise some to know that a 
life policy can also be a solution for the 
latter. 

For those who plan ahead, life insurance 
can not only reduce taxes, but can be 
used to salve a host of other financial 
headache.  Keep reading 

WSU results on enhancing the bene-
fits of farmers markets now available  

Results from a WSU project titled En-
gines of the New Farm Economy: As-
sessing and Enhancing the Benefits of 
Farmers Markets for Small and Mid-
sized Farms and Communities is now 
available. 

To check out the scope, goals, and re-
sults of this multi-year effort, go to Pro-
ject Results.  

Funding was provided by USDA 
REEIS.  To learn more about this 
REEIS and other projects, go to:  

USDA REEIS 

In Short 

2013 WSU Forest Stewardship Coached Planning 
WSU will be offering this flagship program in early 2013 as an online op-
portunity and in person opportunity. The Foreset Stewardship Coached 
Planning is a program that enables forest landowners to prepare their own 
forest stewardship plan with guidance and "coaching" from natural re-

source professionals. The classes include maps, a site visit from a professional forester, and a notebook of materials.  

There will be a special online version of the class (delivered via live, interactive webinars) on Wednesday evenings starting on 
January 16th, and a regular in-person class on Thursday evenings starting February 28th in Everett. Information and registra-
tion available at 425-357-6023 or http://snohomish.wsu.edu/forestry/forestryevents.htm. 

The Department of Ecology recently announced that the state of Washington's highest 
environmental honors went to the Washington Association of Wheat Growers (WAWG) 
and the Ritzville Warehouse Company. 

Ecology presented two Environmental Excellence Awards, singling out the two entities 
for their "extra mile" work to protect the environment, while they do business that sup-
ports Washington's economy. 

Ecology Regional Director Grant Pfeifer presented the award to WAWG President Eric 
Meier for supporting and participating over the years in the efforts of the Agricultural Burning and Research Task Force. 
Pfeifer said the task force has "...improved the lives of Eastern Washington citizens by eliminating smoky days while main-
taining fire as an important tool for farming."  

Pfeifer also presented an Environmental Excellence Award to John Anderson, president of Ritzville Warehouse Company, 
for going through big growth and changes over the years while still complying with all air quality regulations.   

To read more about these awards and the work of WAWG and the Ritzville Warehouse Company, go to: http://
www.ecy.wa.gov/news/2012/377.html 

Wheat Growers and Ritzville Co. receive Environmental Awards 
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Puget Sound Watershed Grant Funding Opportunity 
Early registration is NOW open for The Country Living Expo & Cattlemen’s Win-
ter school—a fun day for everyone with 165 classes, 60 vendors, and a delicious prime-
rib or vegetarian lunch.  

Hosted by Stanwood FFA, the Expo is held at Stanwood High School on January 26, 
2013 from 7:30 am – 5:00 pm.  

The livestock enthusiast can select a full track of classes on beef, sheep, swine, goats, or 
horses.  Everyone can find something of interest: classes on gardening, beekeeping, food 
preparation and preservation, business aspects of small-scale farming, and the special 

pleasures of country living.  We’ve added 45 new classes including landscape design, lefse making, fly fishing, building your 
own cob oven, growing hardy fuchsias, sous vide cooking, giant vegetable growing, killing slugs, pie making, and additional 
cheese and soap making classes—too many to mention.   

Registration fee is $65.00 per person ($60 early registration if paid by Dec. 31) and $10 for the first 200 students (ages 12-18). 
Go to http://skagit.wsu.edu/countrylivingexpo to register today, or call 360-428-4270 for information. Classes fill up 
quickly!  

The December edition of Amber Waves is now available by going to: 
http://www.ers.usda.gov/amber-waves.aspx. 

Amber Waves is an online magazine covering the full range of ERS research 
and analysis, including articles on food, agriculture, rural America, and the 
environment.  

Of interest in December’s edition  is a feature article on the increasing concentration of poverty in rural areas. While 
historically there have been high poverty concentrations in the South, there is evidence of emergent concentrations in the 
West.  Several counties in Eastern Washington are experiencing high poverty concentrations. 

Also of interest is a story highlighting the positive economic and financial conditions of agriculture in the U.S.   

Amber Waves also includes a number of key data statistics including farmers market concentrations and mapping features. 

USDA Economic Research Service: December 2012 Amber Waves 

The Washington State Department of Agriculture is seeking stakeholder 
input on 2013 Specialty Crop Block Grant Program (SCBGP) priorities.  

Your input will be considered as WSDA sets funding priorities for the 
2013 grant cycle. Please note that funding for this program is tentative 
until approved under the new Farm Bill. 

Please download, complete and return the form by January 16th.  (Download the PDF here) Please send your response by 
email to specialtycrop@agr.wa.gov. 

Thank you for taking the time to provide your input! Please share this request with others who may wish to provide their 
feedback. For additional details about the SCBGP, please visit http://agr.wa.gov/Grants/SCBGP. 

Specialty Crop Block Grant—Stakeholder input requested 
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WASHINGTON STATE CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

“Our mission is to promote the vitality of farming, farmers, and ranchers by en-
suring that we will continue to have productive agricultural lands in Washing-
ton State. We will achieve this through policy recommendations to the Gover-
nor, the Legislature, the Office of Farmland Preservation and others and by 
enlisting public support. Programs will be voluntary, recognize local priorities, 
and provide for economic incentives.”  

Mark Your Calendars 
NW Washington Sustainable        

Agriculture Conference 

January 23, 2012 - Mt. Baker Rotary 
Building, Northwest Washington Fair-
grounds, Lynden, WA. Topics include: 
plant disease identification and manage-
ment, weed management, cover crop-
ping strategies, pasture management, 
poultry production, composting and 
much more! 

Details here 

Low-Stress Cattle Handling Seminar 

WSU Extension and Grant County Cat-
tlemen’s Association would like to invite 
Washington beef cattle producers and 
producers from neighboring states to 
attend two one-day Low-Stress Cattle 
Handling Seminars on January 14 and 
15, 2013 at the Grant County Fair-
grounds in Moses Lake, Washington 
from 9:30 AM-3:30 PM.   

Registration and details here  

Direct Marketing Meat Managing 
Risk from Farm to Consumer 

This workshop series is designed for 
livestock producers who want to direct 
market meat.  Learn more about dates 
and topics by going to: http://lincoln-
adams.wsu.edu/agriculture/Direct-
Marketing-Meat-Workshops.html 

For more information, contact Tom 
Platt, 509-725-4171 

Tomato and Watermelon Grafting 
workshop—February 12 

Learn how to use the splice-graft tech-
nique to graft tomato and watermelon 
successfully. Demonstrations will also 
show how to do multiple grafts on a 
single tomato plant.  Check out the flyer 
here (PDF). 

Online registration: http://
www.brownpapertickets.com/
event/312749  

WSU Oilseed Production and     
Marketing Conference 

Registration is now open for this     
January 22-23 conference in Kennewick.   

Plenary sessions will cover general agro-
nomic topics, while breakout sessions 
will be divided into region-specific crop-
ping systems to discuss topics in more 
detail.  

Registration and more details here 

Fresh Food in Schools Summit   
February 21, 2013, Moses Lake 

A full day conference for farmers, 
school food service staff, parents and 
anyone else interested in Farm to 
School. Come network and learn more 
about buying/selling Washington grown 
crops, marketing your efforts and creat-
ing the connections essential for farm to 
school success.  Contact Joan Qazi at 
509-664-6691 or jqazi@wsffn.org 

Food Animal Concerns Trust Fund-a
-Farmer Project 

The Fund-a-Farmer Project of Food 
Animal Concerns Trust awards grants 
of up to $1,500 for projects that help 
family farmers transition to pasture-
based systems, improve the marketing 
of their humane products, or more gen-
erally enrich the conditions in which the 
farm animals are raised. 

Applications must be submitted by 
May 1, 2013.  

Learn more about this funding opportu-
nity and eligibility by going to:  

http://www.fundafarmer.org/ 

USDA Rural Business Enterprise 
Grant Program  

USDAs Rural Development makes 
grants under the Rural Business Enter-
prise Grants (RBEG) Program to fi-
nance and facilitate development of 
small and emerging private business 
enterprises located in areas outside the 
boundary of a city of 50,000 or more 
and its immediately adjacent urbanized 
or urbanizing area. 

To learn more about this open an-
nouncement for funding, please check 
out this press release. 

Questions? Melanie Drecksel - 360.428-
4322, Ext. 158  

The Russell Family Foundation 

The Russell Family Foundation is ac-
cepting letters of inquiry for environ-
mental education and sustainability ef-
forts in Puget Sound and Western 
Washington.  Locally they work with 
NGO’s in Tacoma and Pierce County, 
regionally they work in Western Wash-
ington on issues of environmental sus-
tainability which is focused on polluted 
runoff, green infrastructure and envi-
ronmental education. 

Their next Letter of Inquiry deadline 
is January 28, 2013. For information 
about how to apply, please click here. 
To log in to their online grant system, 
please click here.  
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