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The Pacific Northwest Project, working with the Family Farm Alliance recently released a White Paper on the economic im-
portance of the western states irrigated agriculture. The White Paper was requested by the EPA Office of Water to provide 
analysis on the importance of irrigation in the 17 irrigated western states and policy areas for further consideration. 

White Paper: The Economic Importance of Western Irrigated Agriculture (PDF) 

According to the report, Washington state has about 1.7 million irrigated acres and is tied to about $9.9 billion in income each 
year to agricultural industry workers and others who provide services to the industry (industry predominantly consists of three 
major sectors: agricultural production, agricultural services, and the food processing sectors). 

The report also addresses how irrigated acreage contributes to the nations relatively low food cost.  It also shows that in 2010, 
Americans spent almost 7 percent of their disposable income on food.  This is down from a maximum of 25 percent during 
the Great Depression.   

Some key facts about Washington’s irrigated agriculture’s contribution to 17 western state study area: 

 (1,735,917) Irrigated acres in Washington; (42,336,857) irrigated acres in western states. 
 ($8,362,000,000) Washington Farmgate in 2010; ($162,150,000,000) farmgate in western states. 
 ($6,023,200,000) Estimated Farmgate Value linked to irrigated agriculture; ($100,003,520,000) in all western states 
 ($1,500-$2,500) Acre/foot irrigation values for Columbia River water market transactions 

Irrigation report highlights impacts of  WA farmland 

Edmonds Community College has been awarded a $900,000, three-year grant from the National Science Foundation (NSF) 
entitled the Sustainable Agriculture Education (SAgE) Collaborative. In partnership 
with Skagit Valley College, Seattle Central Community College, and Washington State 
University, Edmonds Community College will lead the SAgE Collaborative in prepar-
ing students for emerging green careers in sustainable agriculture and related environ-
mental fields. 

With a focus on agricultural best practices within urban, suburban, and rural landscapes, the SAgE Collaborative will: 

 develop new and improve existing innovative community college curriculum, 

 offer field-based research and real-world service and internship opportunities, 

 design education and career pathways from secondary school through two- and four-year institutions, 

 establish a metro and rural student farm in cooperation with 21 Acres Farm and Viva Farms, and 

 expand the Collaborative throughout Puget Sound to demonstrate a bioregional model for sustainable agriculture educa-
tion and community development. 

Jason Niebler, SAgE Collaborative Project Director, envisions the development of agriculture programs that “are founded on 
the principles of agro-ecology and engage students in creative solutions to environmental and socioeconomic problems 
through the lens of sustainable food systems and production.” 

Learn more at: National Science Foundation grants at Edmonds Community College  

College awarded grant for Sustainable Agriculture Education  
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From WA State Department of Natural Resources - Small Forest Landowner News 

The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) manages 5.6 million acres of forest, range, agricul-
tural, aquatic, and commercial lands for the people of Washington. These lands generate more than 
$200 million a year, much of it to support public schools, state institutions, and county services. 

Of those 5.6 million acres, DNR leases and permits about 1 million trust acres for agricultural and grazing production and 
leases around 2,100 acres of state-owned aquatic land for aquaculture, mostly tidelands. About 80 percent of the commercial 
aquaculture leases are for oyster culture.  

DNR receives sizable revenues from management of these leases on uplands and aquatic lands.  FY 2012 had the highest 
revenues on record from agricultural and other upland leases ($26.6 million) and aquatic lands ($39.6 million). 

Compared to the previous forecast, revenues from agricultural and other upland leases are forecast to be up three percent to 
$24.7 million in FY 2013, up six percent to $23.5 million in FY 2014, and up six percent to $23.9 million in FY 2015.   

Estimated aquatic lands revenues are lowered by four percent to $29.7 million in FY 2013, by two percent to $30.1 million in 
FY 2014, and by one percent to $31.0 million in FY 2015.  These reductions reflect the return of price volatility in the 
geoduck market, uncertain and possibly flagging demand in China, and the results of the August 2012 geoduck auction.  The 
August auction’s average price per pound was the lowest in over three years and formed part of a three-auction downward 
trend.  Forecast aquatic revenues for FYs 2016 and 2017 are $31.9 million and $32.8 million, respectively.  

DNR Ag leases produce highest revenues on record 

Washington state’s new cottage food law is now open for permittees. This permit allows for the 
production of certain foods in your home kitchen for direct sales to consumers. Baked goods, 
jams and jellies as well as packaged dried mixes may be produced at home and sold to the public 
at farmers markets and other venues through a permit obtained from the Food Safety Program 
at WSDA.   

You can find out all that you need to know about the new Cottage Foods Operations including 
‘Frequently Asked Questions’ (FAQ’s) here:  http://agr.wa.gov/FoodAnimal/
CottageFoodOperation/.   

For clarifications contact: Fred Berman, Education and Outreach Specialist; 
360.656.5063; fberman@agr.wa.gov 

Cottage Foods permit now available  

New leadership at WA Agriculture in the Classroom 
Washington Ag In the Classroom (WAIC) is a school-based education program aimed at en-
hancing agricultural literacy in K-12 students and educators. It is not a vocational agriculture 
program and does not promote products or political points of view. WAIC’s goal is helping 
teachers, especially those with little knowledge of agriculture, integrate the study of this vast 
industry into existing curriculum. In July, WAIC reorganized their staff when Executive Direc-
tor, Gaynor Edwards, stepped down. The position has been split into two separate positions: 
an Office Manager and a Promotions and Public Relations position. WAIC is excited about the 
new division in tasks, and they believe these changes will allow WAIC to extend and expand 

their offerings of agricultural education materials, while at the same time working more effectively with current donors and 
qualifying for additional funding grants. 

Lisa Avery is the new Office Manager and the Promotions and Public Relations position should be filled soon. To con-tact 
WAIC or Lisa Avery please email info@waic.net. 

Learn more at: http://www.waic.net/ 
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Grants: Agriculture and Food Research Initiative 

A new Washington State University (WSU) program called "Measure to Manage: Food and Farm Diag-
nostics for Sustainability and Health," or M2M, just received a three-year, $240,000 grant from the Clif 
Bar Family Foundation.  

M2M will develop new, and refine existing, science-based tools to quantify and compare the nutritional 
quality of food, agricultural and food production safety parameters, and agriculture's environmental im-
pact. The grant will accelerate M2M's development and provide public access to program results and ana-
lytical tools via the M2M website.  

This program is housed at WSU at the Center for Sustaining Agriculture and Natural Resources.  If you 
have general comments or questions, you can reach us at csanr@wsu.edu or (253) 445-4626.  

New Tools to Measure Sustainability of  Food Production Systems 

The National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA) is accepting applications for the Agriculture 
and Food Research Initiative (AFRI) Foundational Program. The AFRI Foundational Program sup-
ports research grants in six AFRI priority areas to continue building a foundation of knowledge criti-
cal for solving current and future societal challenges. The six priority areas are Plant Health and Pro-
duction and Plant Products; Animal Health and Production and Animal Products; Food Safety, Nutri-
tion, and Health; Renewable Energy, Natural Resources, and Environment; Agriculture Systems and 
Technology; and Agriculture Economics and Rural Communities. 

Application deadlines vary by program area; some areas have letters of intent due by November 15, 2012.  

Find more information by going to: http://www.csrees.usda.gov/funding/rfas/afri.html 

FRPP Economic Benefits Report 
USDA’s Natural Resource Conservation Service's Farm and Ranch lands Protection Program 
(FRPP) provides funding for the purchase of conservation easements from landowners who wish to 
sell their development rights, ensuring their land will remain in agricultural production for genera-
tions.  The benefits reach far beyond the farm or ranch protected -- FRPP helps support local agri-
cultural markets and suppliers, foster tourism, improve water quality, and conserve land in strategi-
cally important areas. This report examines how FRPP has strengthened four communities across 
the country by protecting farm and ranchlands.   Click here to download the full report 

Learn more about this report by going to FRPP Economic Benefits Report  

NW Ag Business Center Funded for Cooperative Development 
The Northwest Agriculture Business Center (NABC) has been awarded a third round of $175,000 in grant funding to sup-
port the development of agricultural related cooperatives throughout the northern Puget Sound region. The funding comes 
through the USDA Rural Development Department and its Rural Cooperative Development Grant Program.  

The following projects have been selected to be the primary focus of NABC's USDA program funds: 

1. North Cascades Meat Producers Cooperative (a new farmers' cooperative) 
2. Nooksack Valley Farmers Cooperative (a new farmers' cooperative) 
3. Whidbey Island CSA Farmers Cooperative (a proposed farmers' cooperative) 
4. Skagit/Whatcom poultry processing cooperative (a proposed farmers' cooperative) 

To read more about the full award, go to: October NABC News Release 
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City of Seattle releases food action 
plan 

To mark Food Day, (October 24th) a 
nationwide celebration and movement 
toward more healthy, affordable and 
sustainable food, the City of Seattle re-
leased the Seattle Food Action Plan, an 
action plan that outlines what goals the 
City will pursue over the next 3-5. 

The Food Action Plan priorities were 
guided by input from the community 
and key stakeholders through a series of 
listening sessions in March of 2012, 

Check it out here:  

Seattle Food Action Plan  

USDA announces Specialty Crop 
grant awards 

USDA recently announced $101 million 
in grants to support America's specialty 
crops producers. Approximately $55 
million will be invested in 56 specialty 
crop block grants to states that fund 
initiatives to strengthen markets and 
expand economic opportunities for lo-
cal and regional producers. An addi-
tional $46 million will go to support 
research and extension activities to ad-
dress challenges and opportunities for 
specialty crops.  

Visit www.ams.usda.gov/scbgp for a 
list of the 2012 awards.  

Washington Grown Food Kit Offers 
Food Service Recipes Online 

Washington State Department of Agri-
culture has posted recipes online to help 
child-care centers, schools, and senior 
meal services utilize the bounty of 
Washington-grown produce. The reci-
pes are sorted by crop, and appear on 
the the department's Farm to School 
website. Recipes include detailed in-
structions, nutrient information, and 
recipe sizing for hundreds of servings.  

Check it out by going to: 

http://www.wafarmtoschool.org/
ToolKit 

In Short 

USDA certified organic growers in the United States sold more 
than $3.5 billion organically grown agricultural commodities in 
2011, according to the results of the 2011 Certified Organic Pro-
duction Survey, recently released by USDA’s National Agricul-
tural Statistics Service (NASS). NASS conducted the survey for 
USDA’s Risk Management Agency to help refine federal crop 
insurance products for organic producers.   

The survey included organic field crops, livestock, fruits and 
vegetables, value-added products, and marketing outlets.  

Washington has 493 certified organic farms covering 71,887 
acres.  483 farms are crop with 99 classified as pastureland/
rangeland operations.  In 2011, our state’s organic farms total product sales topped $297,104,000, this was second only to 
California’s $1,388,847,000 for 1,784 farms. 

The full results of the survey are available as a PDF online at http://usda01.library.cornell.edu/usda/current/
OrganicProduction/OrganicProduction-10-04-2012.pdf 

Link to the 2008 Survey.  http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2007/Online_Highlights/Organics/index.php 

USDA Releases Results of  2011 Certified Organic Survey 
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October ATTRAnews all about farm financing and planning 
Six times each year, ATTRAnews brings you up to date on the latest developments in sustainable agriculture, what's happen-
ing at the USDA and with Sustainable Agriculture Working Groups around the country. ATTRAnews features events and 
opportunities in sustainable agriculture, information on funding and financing, and it keeps you current on programs and 
policies that can affect your future. 

The latest ATTRAnews focuses in on financing and planning options for your farm and business enterprises.  Check it out by 
going to: https://attra.ncat.org/newsletter/attranews_1012.html 

To view past issues of ATTRAnews, go to: https://attra.ncat.org/newsletter/archives.html#attranews 
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2011 WA agricultural production sets record high 
According to USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service, the value of Washington’s 2011 agricultural production 
reached $9.40 billion (including government payments), 14 percent above the 2010 revised figure of $8.25 billion, and 13 
percent above the previous record of $8.35 billion in 2007. 

Record Highs:  Record high value of production was set for six of the top seven Washington commodities, including apples, 
milk, wheat, potatoes, hay, and cherries.  Numerous other commodities set record high values in 2011, including corn for 
grain, dry edible beans, and blueberries, which more than doubled in value from the previous year. 

Apples remain the leading agricultural commodity in the State with a 2011 value of $1.83 billion, a 19 percent increase from 
2010.  Apples represented 20 percent of the total agricultural value compared with 19 percent in 2010.  Milk ranked second 
with a value of $1.28 billion, 34 percent above 2010 followed by wheat with a value of $1.14 billion.  Wheat posted a 23 
percent gain from the 2010 crop.  Potatoes had the fourth largest value at $771 million, 18 percent higher than the previ-
ous year.  New to the top five in 2011 was All Hay with value of production totaling $714 million, 40 percent higher than 
2010.  These five commodities had a combined value of $5.73 billion, or 63 percent of the 2011 value for all commodities 
(excluding government payments).  The same five commodities in 2010 had a combined value of $4.58 billion, or 58 percent 
of the total value.  In 2009, comparable figures were $3.79 billion and 53 percent. 

Blueberries had the highest value per harvested acre in 2011 at $17,429, followed by sweet cherries at $15,500.  Apples had a 
value per harvested acre of $12,542. 

The values and ranking of Washington’s top 40 agricultural commodities is available on the USDA NASS website.  

According to the most recent report on food insecurity and hunger in America released Sep-
tember 5th by USDA, hunger has hovered between 5.4 and 5.7 percent nationally since 2008. 
During the same time period, hunger in Washington rose from 4.3 percent to 6.2 percent. 

Washington ranks 14th among the states in both hunger and food insecurity. States with the highest rankings include Missis-
sippi, Arkansas, Texas, and Alabama. 

“Food insecurity” is a term developed to describe households financially stretched to the point where they cannot be certain 
that all household members will not go hungry. 

Each year the Children’s Alliance publishes an analysis of the results from USDA’s survey on household food security, out-
lining the impact of food insecurity and hunger on Washington families. Monitoring the extent of childhood hunger in 
Washington is an integral part of working collaboratively with state agencies and community-based organizations to end 
childhood hunger in Washington. 

Hungry in Washington presents national data from the USDA 2011 survey, including food insecurity and hunger prevalence 
for Washington, and the state’s ranking for food insecurity over the period from 2009 through 2011. 

Read Hungry in Washington: September 2012   

Hunger in Washington up according to new USDA Report 

The recent technology expo hosted by WSU’s Center for Precision and Automated Agricul-
tural Systems (CPAAS), rolled out a host of state-of-the-art machines and systems for improv-
ing orchard management and harvest efficiency. Visiting tree fruit growers and others at the 
expo saw demonstrations and presentations of technological solutions that are either proto-
types or on the drawing board with prototypes on the horizon.   

Click here to learn about some of the innovations which included Mechanical thinning sys-
tems; Multipurpose and harvest-assist platforms; Shake-and-catch harvest system; and more. 

For related coverage on the CPAAS Technology Expo by “Good Fruit Grower” magazine, visit http://bit.ly/RarD65.  

Tech Expo offers glimpse of  future orchard management 
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WASHINGTON STATE CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

“Our mission is to promote the vitality of farming, farmers, and ranchers by en-
suring that we will continue to have productive agricultural lands in Washing-
ton State. We will achieve this through policy recommendations to the Gover-
nor, the Legislature, the Office of Farmland Preservation and others and by 
enlisting public support. Programs will be voluntary, recognize local priorities, 
and provide for economic incentives.”  

Mark Your Calendars 
Tilth Producers 38th Annual       

Conference 

Growing Forward: Holistic Manage-
ment for Organic Farms November 9-
11, 2012 Fort Worden State Park in Port 
Townsend, Washington Become a 
Sponsor or sign up for the Trade Show 
today! Keynote speaker Alan Savory, 
founder and President of the Savory 
Institute. Read more about the confer-
ence…  

Strengthening Agriculture’s          
Infrastructure Conference 

Western SARE invites you to Save the 
Date—December 3 – 5, 2012 for the 
conference: Strengthening Agriculture’s In-
frastructure: Adding Value, Breaking Down 
Barriers, Increasing Profits   

Topics include: barriers to regional sup-
ply chains, value-added food processing 
and more.  Check the conference 
webpage for more details. 

Direct Marketing Meat Managing 
Risk from Farm to Consumer 

This workshop series is designed for 
livestock producers who want to direct 
market meat.  Learn more about dates 
and topics by going to: http://lincoln-
adams.wsu.edu/agriculture/Direct-
Marketing-Meat-Workshops.html 

For more information, contact Tom 
Platt, 509-725-4171 

DNR Public Auctions for agricul-
tural leases coming up 

Several public auctions for DNR agri-
cultural leases are coming up this No-
vember.  
To view all the opportunities including 
irrigated, dryland, orchard or vineyards, 
go to: 

Department of Natural Resources agri-
cultural leasing 

 

November 29-30: NW Center for 
Small Fruit Research                     
Annual Conference 

Red Lion Hotel Columbia Center, Ken-
newick, Washington 

Click on this link for more details and 
registration. 

Fresh Food in Schools Summit   
February 21, 2013, Moses Lake 

A full day conference for farmers, 
school food service staff, parents and 
anyone else interested in Farm to 
School. Come network and learn more 
about buying/selling Washington grown 
crops, marketing your efforts and creat-
ing the connections essential for farm to 
school success.  Contact Joan Qazi at 
509-664-6691 or jqazi@wsffn.org 

Western SARE Farmer/Rancher 
Grants 

Western Sustainable Agriculture Research 
and Education (SARE) has issued a call 
for proposals for Farmer/Rancher Re-
search & Education Grants for 2013. In-
dividual farmers or ranchers may apply 
for up to $15,000, and a group of produc-
ers for up to $25,000. Producers typically 
use their grants to conduct on-site experi-
ments that can improve their operations 
and the environment and be shared with 
other producers. 

Applications are due by Dec. 5, 2012. 

Info link: Click Here 

Agriculture and Food Research Ini-
tiative Foundational Program grant 

The National Institute of Food and Ag-
riculture (NIFA) is accepting applica-
tions for the Agriculture and Food Re-
search Initiative (AFRI) Foundational 
Program.  

The AFRI Foundational Program sup-
ports research grants in six AFRI prior-
ity areas to continue building a founda-
tion of knowledge critical for solving 
current and future societal challenges.  

Application deadlines vary by program 
area; some areas have letters of intent 
due by November 15, 2012.  

More info: click here 

Wells Fargo Environmental Grant  

Wells Fargo Environmental Solutions for 
Communities supports highly visible pro-
jects that link economic development and 
community well-being to the stewardship 
and health of the environment. Priority 
will be given to innovative, cost-effective 
projects that enhance stewardship on pri-
vate agricultural lands to enhance water 
quality and quantity and/or improve wild-
life habitat for species of concern, while 
maintaining or increasing agricultural pro-
ductivity. Preference is given to applica-
tions from geographic locations on a des-
ignated list.   

Deadline December 3, 2012.  
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