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2013 Legislature begins sprint to day 105

The 2013 105 day legislative session continues it’s course as legislators recently passed
a critical house of origin cutoff. March 13 marked the day when bills in their respec-
tive house of origin needed to be voted and moved to the opposite house for consid-
eration. While there are always ways to bring bills forward that did not pass this cut-
off, for most, it marked the day where the 2013 journey ends.

The legislature now has moved into committee hearings where opposite house bills are #
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the opposite house make changes, the original body will need to concur in those differ- Ve i S
ences. The 2013-14 bill list was winnowed from 1,904 individual measures to less than

half. For the full list of bills still active, please go to: 2013 Cutoff - Bills passed from
house of origin (PDF)

The following active bills are measures of interest to the Office of Farmland Preservation:

being heard. These bills will need a hearing, executive action, floor action, and should

EHB 1276 - Creating the dropout prevention through farm engagement pilot project.

e  Creates two Dropout Prevention through Farm Engagement pilot projects for a three-year period beginning in the
2013-14 school year.

e Requires the Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction to select the two projects from school districts will-
ing to partner with community-based organizations, food banks, and farms or gardens to establish an alternative high
school program for at-risk youth.

SSB 5123 - Establishing a farm internship program.

e Creates a farm internship pilot project similar to the 2010-2011 pilot project, and allows participation by small farms
in Chelan, Grant, Island, Jefferson, King, Kitsap, Kittitas, Lincoln, Pierce, San Juan, Skagit, Snohomish, Spokane,
Thurston, Whatcom, and Yakima counties.

SSB 5054 - Establishing a process for the acquisition of habitat and recreation lands by the state.

e Requires the Department of Natural Resources, the Department of Fish and Wildlife, and State Parks to submit a
request to the Legislature and obtain its approval prior to acquiring certain types of real property.

SSB 5766 - Improving relationships between agricultural producers and state regulatory staff

e Requires the State Conservation Commission to initiate a state forum that has goals generally aimed at decreasing
tensions and improving working relationships between agricultural landowners and the staff at selected regulatory
agencies.

E2SSB 5219 - Retaining water resources to assure the vitality of local economies.

e Requires the Department of Ecology to establish a local economy water trust account for each watershed in which
water appurtenant to certain state lands may be added if the water is not planned to be put to beneficial use by the
state.

e Requires certain state agencies to inventory their water usage on the lands they manage and initiate a process that
makes available for other water right applicants the portion of any water rights not beneficially used over a four-year

period.

Stay in contact and sign up for the OFP-Newsletter!
Sign up by going to OFP Newsletter - Email frequency is once a month

Find us on the web at: http://ofp.scc.wa.gov
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WSDA offering free export seminars

How did wines from Eastern Washington end up being booked for promotion in
Taiwan? It was thanks to connections made through WSDA'’s International Mar-
keting Program.

In April 2013, WSDA hopes to help other small and medium-sized agricultural
businesses make the leap to exporting with a series of export market advising clin-
ics, featuring one-on-one consulting with representatives from Japan, Korea, China
or Mexico. The 90-minute sessions will be held in the Tri-Cities, Yakima and
+ Seattle.

Treveri Cellars from Yakima, Cougar Crest Winery from Walla Walla, and Mil-

Winemaker Lou Facelli meets with buyers from . . L
Mexico in 2012, brandt Vineyards from Mattawa, were among the businesses participating in last

year’s clinics. All three firms are now involved in a food service promotion in Tai-
wan coming up this April and May.

To register for the free export seminars, contact Julie Johnson at jjohnson@agr.wa.gov or (360) 902-1940.

Need help creating a food saftety plan?

The On-Farm Food Safety Project (OFFES) is a comprehensive national program that offers fruit and vegetable farmers, food
safety professionals and agricultural extension specialists technical assistance to utilize and teach best practices in food safety.

This website includes the bulk of these resources including a free online tool, based on a comprehensive risk based frame-
work, which generates customized on-farm food safety plans based on user input. The tool is designed for use by small to
mid-scale fruit and vegetable growers and provides a full set of record keeping tools to document their food safety program
and to provide training to their employees.

To view a sample food safety plan, click here.

The On-Farm Food Safety tool will be available in English AND Spanish in March 2013. This will allow native Spanish-
speaking farmers the ability to create a customized food safety plan. Learn more by going to: http://onfarmfoodsafety.org/

Shipment of Washington fruits and veg on increase

Total Shipments by Truck and Rail for WA State Shipments of fresh fruit and vegetables originat-
Fresh Fruits and Veg (Units - 100,000 Ibs) ing from Washington state remains positive (see
Fig 1).
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Fig.1—Annual Fresh Fruit and Veg Shipments: USDA AMS Shipping Report - as of March 2013 ($9,670,478).
Totals for 2012/2011 respectively:
2012 Livestock - $2,258,863 ranked 26th (2077 §2,386,993); 2012 Crop - $6,796,090 ranked 11th (2077 §6,408,997)
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Northwest Farm Credit Services: When you need a Facilitator

Northwest Farm Credit Services provides weekly and quarterly agricultural eco-
Nor thwest nomic highlights for their clients. During a recent webcast with producers and
FARM CREDIT SERVICES team members from Northwest Farm Credit Services, an attendee brought up a
very intriguing question. How do you determine when an outside facilitator or mediator is needed to assist in planning and

dealing with issues in the business? This became the topic for an Ag Economy Weekly two part series titled “When you need
a facilitator”.

Be sure and check out Part A and Part B of When You Need a Facilitator.

Survey reveals 3 million acres of farmland protected by land trusts

New data from American Farmland Trust’s Farmland Information Center reveal that pri-
vate land trusts have permanently protected 3 million acres of U.S. farm and ranch land.
Roughly a quarter was saved in partnership with state and local purchase of agricultural

28 5'

conservation easement (PACE) programs. Together, land trusts and public programs have

protected about 5 million acres for agriculture. A small number of land trusts did most of

the work: 52 land trusts protected 95 percent of the land, and 55 hold 87 percent of the
s R ! casements. These organizations tend to be located in states with PACE programs, leaving

@l parts of the country without a viable option for agricultural landowners interested in per-
manent protection. A Nationwide Survey of Land Trusts that Protect Farm and Ranch I and and a
summary of these and other key findings is available at www.farmlandinfo.org.

Preserved farm in Tenino, WA

Washington had nine respondents. Data for these nine indicated these entities own 170 acres of farm and ranch lands and
hold easements on 5,369 acres.

New Program Helps Market Agritourism

How are you going to get them back on the farm? The North Dakota State University Extension Ser-
vice and University of Nebraska-Lincoln Extension Setvice have teamed up to answer that question. Markefing
They’ve released a new program, “Marketing Agritourism Online,” to help agritourism enterprises ~ grifourism Online

attract business. The program is available at http://go.unl.edu/agritourism.

Agritourism is defined as any agriculture-based operation or activity that brings visitors to a farm or
ranch. Examples are U-pick fruit farms, farm stands or shops, farm stays, tours, on-farm classes, fairs,

SROC- NDSU - N nson

festivals, pumpkin patches and Christmas tree farms.

Agritourism businesses and other small-business owners also can keep up with changes in online marketing tools and trends
by subscribing to a free weekly newsletter, Direct Marketing, at http://paper.]i/UNILeShip /1319999929

Learn more about this program at: http://www.extension.org/pages/67630/new-program-helps-market-agritourism

Workshop meets growing interest in ciders, tree fruit

Renowned Washington state orchardist Gary Moulton will deliver an educational workshop focused on establishing orchards
and growing healthy tree fruit 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday, April 6, at Washington State University Thurston County Ex-
tension, 5033 Harrison Ave. NW, Olympia.

Participants interested in cider production or growing apples, pears, cherries and other tree fruit will learn about rootstock
and cultivar selection, orchard layout development, soil fertility management and integrated pest management. Moulton, who
has decades of experience in fruit horticulture and management, will also cover irrigation system setup, thinning and pruning
techniques and harvest methods.

Registration costs $70 and includes the workshop, morning refreshments and lunch. Register online at http://
www.brownpapertickets.com/event/357848.

Read more here
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In Short

Farm Planning and Recordkeeping
Worksheets

Check out this link which directs you to

a series of Microsoft Excel spreadsheets
developed to help plan for a CSA grow-
ing program. Worksheets include Crop

Scheduling for Continuous Harvest; and

Planning Spreadsheets for CSA and
Farmers’ Markets.

These sheets are meant to be adapted to
tit your own operation. You may have
different growing conditions and differ-
ent planting times, yields, number of
CSA shares, etc.

2012 Washington State Crop and
Livestock Values released

USDA recently released the updated
crop and livestock values for Washing-

ton state. The total value remains
strong, but trails slightly 2011 numbers
with a decrease in livestock value.

2012 Livestock and Crop value—
$9,054,954 16th overall (2077
$9,670,478)

2012 Livestock - $2,258,863 ranked
26th (2011 §2,386,993)

2012 Crop - $6,796,090 ranked 11th
(2011 $6,408,997)

Farm Income Forecast To Remain
High in 2013

The two main measures of farm sector
income are currently expected to be
close to record highs in 2013. Net farm
income is forecast to be $128.2 bil-
lion, which would be nearly 14 percent
higher than its 2012 forecast. Adjusting
for inflation, this would be the highest
net farm income since 1973.

Net cash income, forecast at $123.5 bil-
lion, would be down nearly 9 percent
from 2012 but still high by historical

standards. Continue reading

Food CPI to Rise

in 2013

Food CPI to rise in 2013 but likely to
remain below levels in 2008 and 2011

ERS forecast:
3.04.0% for 2013

Figure 20

The following is excerpted from his speech.

At a recent USDA Agricultural Outlook Forum, Joseph Gluber, USDAs Chief Economist
gave a presentation on the outlook for ag in 2013. Of note was the consumer price index.

Higher crop and livestock prices will drive consumer prices higher in 2013 but the increase
should be small relative to increases in recent years. Food inflation is currently low. The
Bureau of Labor Statistics reports that all-food prices in December 2012 were 1.8 percent
higher than levels in December 2011 (figure 20). Food-at-home prices rose 1.3 percent
over the same period. While food inflation is anticipated to rise in 2013, the levels are

unlikely to approach the levels reached in 2008 and 2011. USDA forecasts that food prices will increase only between 3 to 4
percent in 2013. Inflation is expected to remain strong, especially in the first half of 2013, for most animal-based food prod-
ucts due to higher feed prices. Food inflation is expected to be above the historical average for categories such as cereals and
bakery products as well as other foods.

To view all presentations or read transcripts, visit http://www.usda.gov/oce/forum/index.htm

Small Farms bill doesn’t make key cutoff

i A bill to extend the homesite exemption currently available to farms over 20 acres
; to farms under 20 acres was not brought to the House of Representatives floor for
a vote. Having passed the House Agriculture committee and House Finance, the
clock ran out on HB 1437.

As passed by House Finance, the bill would have established a pilot program in
Thurston County under the current use program for home sites on qualifying farms
w:| under 20 acres. The bill also directed the Joint Legislative Audit and Review Com-
mittee to provide a report to the Legislature regarding the effectiveness of the pilot

Currently the bill is in the House Rules committee, whete it will remain until action occurs, either this session, or next.

To view the bill and supporting documents summarizing testimony and background, go to HB 1437 - [Concerning small
farms under the current use property tax program for farm and agricultural lands]. For a stakeholder perspective on HB

1437, go to: http://weneedsmallfarms.wordpress.com/
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New Smithsonian exhibit in the works; Curators seeking ag stories

This spring, the Smithsonian’s National Museum of American History is reaching out to farm-
ers, ranchers and American agri-business to build a collection that reflects modern agticultural
practices. Curators are seeking stories, photographs and ephemera to record and preserve the

1 innovations and experiences of farming and ranching,.

Coinciding with National Agriculture Day on March 19, the museum unveiled a new Web por-
tal where the public can upload stories about technologies and innovation that have changed
“ their work lives; stories about precision farming, traceability, environmental concerns, govern-
mental practices, irrigation, biotechnology and hybrid seeds.

For details, visit http://americanenterprise.si.edu. For more information, go to: Smithsonian—American Enterprise

New Farm Budgeting Tool

The Food and Agricultural Policy Research Institute (FAPRI) at the University of Missouri has developed a free online tool
to help farmers build projected budgets for their operations.

The Farm Cost and Return Tool, or Farm CART, is especially useful for beginning farmers or those looking to grow their
operations. FAPRI and USDA baseline projections for many input costs are already programmed into the tool, so there is
very little information that producers need to enter to begin using the tool.

One of the main benefits of Farm CART is that it allows beginning farmers or producers who want to make a change to
their operations to assess their options before actually spending any money. You can find Farm CART at

www.fapri.missouri.edu/projects.

Federal Food Assistance Landscape 2012 Report

At some point during the year, about 1 in 4 Americans participates in at least 1 of the U.S. Department
of Agriculture’s (USDA) 15 domestic food and nutrition assistance programs.

, . , .
USDA’s Economic Research Service (ERS) conducts studies and USDA expenditures for food assistance,

evaluations of these programs. This report examines trends in the food FY 1970-2012
L. . § billions:
and nutrition assistance programs through fiscal year 2012 (October 1, 120

2011 to September 30, 2012). The report also summarizes two recent 100
ERS reports: one that examines the role of the Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (SNAP) in alleviating poverty and the other that

. . . . .. &0 All other programs
examines the relationship between U.S. economic conditions and pat-
ticipation in the USDA’s major nutrition assistance programs.

an
20

SNAP

Check out the full report by going to: Food Assistance Landscape: I'Y .
2012 Annual Report o0 77 83 80 05 001 07 12

SMAP = Supplamantal Mutrition Assiatanca Program.

Planning for Agriculture in the Puget Sound Region

Join local elected officials, planners, and food system advocates at a conference on planning for the future of local farms and
food in the Puget Sound region. We'll explore the wide range of planning and policy tools we can use to support and
strengthen our region's local farms and food system. Leaders from throughout the U.S. will present what has worked in
their communities and we'll have the opportunity to discuss food and farm initiatives with our local counterparts.

Registration: http://planningforag.brownpapertickets.com

$100 for government and for-profit employees; $75 for non-profit employees and unaffiliated guests. Lunch and refresh-
ments will be provided. Certification Maintenance credits requested.
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Organic Farming Research
Foundation Education and Outreach
Grants Program

The Organic Farming Research Foun-
dation (OFRF) offers funding for or-

ganic seed quality or crop breeding pro-
jects. This funding is available thanks to
a partnership with Seed Matters. OFRF
education and outreach grants are in-
tended to fund development of educa-
tional activities and resources on certi-
fied organic production. OFRF will
consider proposals for media or interac-
tive outreach. OFRF will not fund a
project for more than $15,000 per year.

Proposals are due by May 15, 2013.
Details here

USDA Farm to School grants

This year, three different USDA Farm
to School grant types will be available.
Planning grants are intended for
schools just getting started on farm to
school activities, while implementation
grants are available for schools secking
to augment or expand existing efforts.
Additionally, eligible non-profit entities,
Indian tribal organizations, state and
local agencies, and agriculture producers
or groups of producers may apply for
support service grants in order to con-
duct trainings, create complementary
curriculum, or further develop supply
chains, among other activities.

Proposals are due April 24, 2013.

Details here

USDA Microloans

Microloans atre direct farm operating
loans with a shortened application proc-
ess and reduced paperwork, designed to
meet the needs of smaller, non-
traditional, and niche-type operations.

Microloans can be used for all approved
operating expenses as authorized by the
FSA Operating Loan Program.

The maximum loan amount for a mi-
croloan is $35,000. Additional informa-
tion on the USDA Farm Service Agency
Microloan program may be obtained at
local FSA offices.

WA FSA Offices—Click here

Mark Your Calendars

Local Meats Processing Webinar—
April 18, 2013

What makes successful meat processors
tick? Presenters will profile processors
around the U.S. and share lessons
learned about their success, offering
background on why the processing busi-
ness can be so challenging. You’ll also
hear from several regional, collaborative
efforts to improve access to local proc-
essing. Registration and details here

Clark County Small Acreage Expo—
April 13

The 8th Annual Small Acreage Expo is
a fun and free event which offers par-

ticipants a choice of 16 different classes
on topics pertinent to small acreage liv-
ing. Come and learn more about some
great topics, get to know local re-
sources, meet other small acreage land-
owners and have a great time at the 78th
Street Heritage Farm! Details here.

Clallam/Jefferson Farm to Table
Trade Meeting—April 16

Looking for local farm products to fea-
ture in your store, restaurant, or institu-
tion? Check out the Olympic Peninsula
Farm to Table trade meeting on April
16. Event will be from 9:30—3pm at
the Sequim-Prairie Grange in Sequim,
WA. Details here.

Vine to Wine Workshop
20-21 April 2013

This workshop will provide an overview
of what it takes to successfully get
started in the WA Wine Industry, and is
specifically designed for those thinking
of starting a vineyard or winery or those
that have a recently entered the industry.

For more information and registra-
tion, click here

Bugs and Blights of April—April 24

These April 24th, workshops are held in
and around the Extension Education
Center in South Everett at the back of
McCollum Park, 600 - 128th St. SE. The
cost is only $20 each.

For information on agendas and regis-

tration, go to: http://

snohomish.wsu.edu/garden

workshops/BugsandBlights.htm

April 30—Finanicing your Food/
Farm/Small Enterprise

Have you often needed financing to
purchase tools, buy equipment or in-
crease your inventory? Enterprise for
Equity has brought together specialists
to share information and resources for
small business owners.

Pre-register at: www.thurstoncd.com

workshops-tours.html

“OUR MISSION IS TO PROMOTE THE VITALITY OF FARMING, FARMERS, AND RANCHERS BY EN-
SURING THAT WE WILL CONTINUE TO HAVE PRODUCTIVE AGRICULTURAL LANDS IN WASHING-
TON STATE. WE WILL ACHIEVE THIS THROUGH POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE GOVER-
NOR, THE LEGISLATURE, THE OFFICE OF FARMLAND PRESERVATION AND OTHERS AND BY
ENLISTING PUBLIC SUPPORT. PROGRAMS WILL BE VOLUNTARY, RECOGNIZE LOCAL PRIORITIES,
AND PROVIDE FOR ECONOMIC INCENTIVES.”
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