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Role of  Local Food Systems in U.S. Farm Policy 
The Congressional Research Service recently released an analysis of the role of local 
food systems in U.S. farm policy.   

Download the report by going to: http://www.nationalaglawcenter.org/assets/
crs/R42155.pdf 

The report examines, in depth: the definitions of what a local food is; the types of busi-
nesses and operations that use or sell local food; federal programs and initiatives that 
address local food issues; relevant Congressional actions, including bills pending in the 
Congress; and, considerations for the 113th Congress as they debate the current Farm 
Bill. 

The Role of Local Food Systems in U.S. Farm Policy says that while the current farm bill contains few specific programs that di-
rectly support local or regional food systems, such systems should play a larger policy role in the next farm bill.  

A bill to address water management in the Odessa Subarea was recently signed into law.  

Rep. Judy Warnick sponsored House Bill 1416 which allows irrigation districts to offer local 
improvement districts (LIDs) financing opportunities similar to local government options. 
This bill will specifically help East Columbia Basin Irrigation District farmers and allow for 
implementation of the Odessa Subarea Special Study which just concluded. 

"This has been a long process, so I am pleased we are now at this point in the plan so we can 
protect $200 million in crops in the area that depend on irrigation," said Warnick, R-Moses 
Lake. "Updating current laws was necessary to ensure this large irrigation district can effec-
tively finance necessary infrastructure to widen the East Low Canal and supply water to an 
additional 70,000 acres in the Odessa Subarea." 

The federal Bureau of Reclamation estimates it will cost approximately $75 million to expand the East Low Canal. About $32 
million was included in the House and Senate capital budget proposals for the project. The 2013 regular session adjourned 
April 28; a special session will began May 13 to iron out an agreement on the operating and capital budgets. 

The U.S. Senate has been debating amendments to S. 954, the Agriculture Reform, Food, and Jobs Act (Farm Bill). The Sen-
ate has yet to vote on the passage of S. 954, but will continue debate into the last week of May.  The Senate Ag committee 
passed the bill from committee on a 15-5 vote.  For more information on the Senate bill, go to: http://
www.agriculture.senate.gov/  

The U.S. House of Representatives is expected to consider their version of the Farm Bill (Federal Agriculture Reform and 
Risk Management (FARRM) Act of 2013 ) bill in June which passed the House Ag committee in mid-May by a vote of 36-10.  
For more information on the House bill, go to: http://agriculture.house.gov/markup/consider-2013-farm-bill.   

For additional in-depth coverage of Farm Bill happenings, go to: http://sustainableagriculture.net/blog/  

To stay in touch via social media on Farm Bill and our state’s U.S. delegation, go to: http://goo.gl/Vl32w 

Effort to supply water to 70,000 acres moves forward 

U.S. Farm Bill(s) on the move 

Pictured: Mike Schwisow, WA State   
Water Resources Assoc: Governor Jay 
Inslee; State Representative Judy  Warnick 
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Report: Increasing low income participation at farmers markets 

Project for Public Spaces (PPS) has released Farmers Markets as a Strategy to Improve Ac-
cess to Healthy Food for Low-Income Families and Communities. PPS and Columbia Uni-
versity undertook a study to examine what market characteristics successfully attract low-income 
shoppers. The study revealed that a majority of farmers market shoppers in low-income 
neighborhoods believed their market had better prices than the grocery store. Lack of informa-
tion posed a barrier for attracting shoppers: significant percentages of non-market shoppers said 
they were unaware of when the market was open or where it was located. The study offers rec-
ommendations for the creation of more effective, engaging farmers markets. 

Download this report by going to:  http://www.pps.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/
RWJF-Report.pdf 

Earlier this year, a Jefferson County group of citizens called Citizens for Local Food (CLF) re-
leased a report called the Jefferson County Farmers Survey 2012 Report.  

This report is based on a comprehensive survey CLF undertook with Jefferson County farmers.  
The report was presented to the Jefferson County Planning Commission in early 2013.  Of 87 
farms identified for an in-depth interview, 80 were successfully contacted and 57 completed the 
90 minute interview/survey for a 71% response rate.  

The report presents their findings and provides policy considerations to strengthen local food 
production.   

To download a copy of this report, go to: http://goo.gl/4x1sR 

2012 Jefferson County Farmer Survey Report  

USDA Study: School Kids Eating More Fruits, Vegetables 
Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program Helps Boost Consumption at Low-Income Elementary Schools 

Students at elementary schools participating in USDA’s Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program consumed 15 percent more 
fruits and vegetables, based on an agriculture department study released today. 

The study conducted by USDA’s Food and Nutrition Service found that fruit and vegetable consumption increased by a 
third of a cup among students participating in the program, compared to non-participating students. Increased consumption 
of fruit accounted for most of the change. The increase in fruit and vegetable consumption through the program doesn’t 
appear to substantially increase calories in children’s diets. 

Read more here or download a summary of the report here 

Fact Sheet #1003-2010 

Pasture leases should be treated just like any other business agreements -- they should 
be in writing and signed by both parties! No matter how simple and clear you think the 
arrangement is, questions will come up that have not been agreed upon ahead of time. If 
they haven't yet, they will. A 30-year agreement with an adjacent landowner has worked 
on a handshake for all those thirty years, then one of the landowner's children steps in 

to help manage finances for an aging parent and they question the rate, or the duration, or the basis for payment, or whether 
it should be farmed instead of grazed to make more money. A written agreement protects both parties. More on this in a 
minute, but if you read nothing else, put pasture/grazing leases in writing! 

Read more—http://animalag.wsu.edu/Fact%20Sheets/2011/PastureleaseFSHudson1003-2010.pdf 

WSU Extension Fact Sheet: Put pasture leases in writing 
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Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack recently announced the selection of 110 grants to agricultural producers and rural busi-
nesses that will help create jobs and develop new products. The USDA remains focused on carrying out its mission, despite a 
time of significant budget uncertainty. The announcement is one part of the Department's efforts to strengthen the rural 
economy.  The grants help agricultural producers increase their income by expanding marketing opportunities, creating new 
products or developing new uses for existing products.   

Washington state was awarded four grants for a total of $561,850! 

Seattle Wholesale Growers Market Cooperative ($200,000) 
Spring Rain Farms and Orchard ($35,677) 
Twin Brook Creamery ($276,273) 
Alpenfire Orchards ($49,900) 

WA Awarded over $500,000 in Value Added Producer Grants 

Walla Walla County Conservation District and partners recently cut the ribbon on two ma-
jor capital irrigation projects designed to be efficient and provide secure water to irrigators. 
There were 30 participants who had the opportunity to view first-hand the $4.4 million 
Gardena Farms Irrigation District #13 2,800 ft. Upper Canal and North Lateral Piping pro-
ject as well as the $3.14 million Bergevin-Williams/Old Lowden Diversion Consolidation & 
Piping project.   

Check out these highlights: Combined 17.8 miles of canal and ditches eliminated; over 13 
miles of conveyance pipeline installed; over 10 cubic feet per second of water saved and left 
in the Walla Walla river system. 

Read all about this great effort by going to: 

http://www.scc.wa.gov/walla-walla-county-conservation-district-celebrates-the-completion
-of-two-major-capital-projects/ 

Walla Walla CD Celebrates the Completion of  2 Major Capital Projects 

Small business owners often find it challenging to remove themselves from the day-to-day opera-
tions of their business and focus on strategic planning and long-term growth issues. If you're look-
ing to grow your business the Small Business Development Center will connect you with a Certi-
fied Business Advisor who will work with you to take your business to the next level.   

Their advisors are knowledgeable professionals who have extensive experience owning, managing 
or guiding businesses in a wide variety of industries. 

Join other business leaders who have benefited from our expert advising, management training 
and market research and get the help you need to move your business forward. 

Launch & Build Your Business, a new training program for business owners and entrepreneurs, provides an opportunity to: 

 Build a complete business plan for growth with LivePlan Business Plan Software 
 Network with other business owners and professionals 
 Learn or review the basics of running a business 

To learn about local business workshop events including payroll, small business taxes, etc...go to  http://cbe.wwu.edu/sbdc/
index.shtml 

Looking to Grow or Manage Your Business? 

Left to Right: Larry Dodd – Bergevin-
Williams/Old Lowden Corporation; 
Derek Sandeson – Dept. of Ecology; 
Jeff Schulke – WWCCD Chair; Stuart 
Durfee – Gardena Farms Irrigation 
District #13; Jack Myrick – State Con-
servation Commission; and Brian 
Thompson – Confederated Tribes of the 
Umatilla Indian Reservation  
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Conservation Stewardship Program Deadline Extended to June 14, 2013 

The USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) recently announced an extension of the deadline for farmers 
and ranchers to apply for the Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) to June 14. 

CSP, a program administered nationwide, is a working lands conservation program offering technical and financial assistance 
to farmers and ranchers for producing certain conservation and environmental benefits. Assistance is available for manage-
ment of existing conservation systems and for the implementation of new conservation initiatives. 

Farmers, ranchers, and forestland owners interested in CSP must complete the brief initial application form by June 14 to be 
eligible to compete for the 2013 enrollment class. A CSP self-screening checklist is available at the above CSP website to 
help producers determine if the program is relevant for their operation. 

The NRCS will accept approximately 12 million acres into the program this year. More than 39,000 farmers and ranchers 
enrolled over 50 million acres of farm and ranch land in the first four enrollment years for CSP, between 2009-2012 

Conservation Stewardship Program extended 
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Washington State University (WSU), the Washington Tree Fruit Research Commission (WTFRC)  and Washington State 
Horticultural Association (WSHA) are teaming up to present you with an opportunity to learn more about the horticultural 
practices and postharvest handling of the increasingly popular apple…the Honeycrisp. This educational opportunity will of-
fer three events which will follow this apple through production, harvest and storage. Those who wish to attend will have a 
choice of three orchard locations: Royal City, Yakima and Brewster for the first two events.    

Event 1: Summer Field Day: decisions made on establishment, production, irrigation, etc. 

June 11 – Royal City; June 13 – Yakima; June 18 -- Brewster 

Event 2: Pre-Harvest Field Day will return to the same locations in September during 
harvest.  

September 10 – Royal City; September 12 – Yakima; September 17 -- Brewster 

Event 3: Post-Harvest Meeting will be a full day event that will take place December 
5th following the WSHA Hort Convention in Wenatchee.   

Check out the flyer for details and registration. http://www.wahort.org/images/
downloads/2013fruitschoolflyer.pdf 

Registration now open for 2013 WSU Fruit School 

Soilweb, a nationwide soil database first developed in 2004, has recently been integrated with 
Google Maps and designed to scale across any Web-enabled device – desktop computer, tablet 
or smart phone. It is easy and quick to use. Best of all, The SoilWeb allows users to find infor-
mation about the soil at a location by standing at the site with a GPS-enabled smart phone or 
tablet or by entering an address, landmark or latitude and longitude coordinates for anywhere in 
the United States. The location’s satellite image opens overlaid with yellow polygons marking 

soil-type boundaries. For each of the polygons SoilWeb provides information about soil profiles, soil taxonomy, land classifi-
cation, hydraulic and erosion ratings and soil suitability ratings. 

For more details information, use the NRCS Web Soil Survey. This tool takes longer to learn, but gives much more detailed 
soil information. If you have used the paper versions of NRCS soil surveys, this is much easier. It is best used from a desk-
top computer or laptop.  

SoilWeb: An Online Soil Survey Browser 
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NRCS Water Quality Index for ag 
runoff streamlined 

NRCS has developed a new web-based 
tool to help producers easily calculate 
the quality of water flowing off their 
fields.   

It’s called the Water Quality Index for 
Agricultural Runoff, or WQIag for 
short, and this is how it works: Produc-
ers input variables about their field, such 
as slope, soil characteristics, nutrient 
and pest management, tillage practices, 
and, finally, conservation practices. 

Read more: http://goo.gl/gtTTR 

Alternative Beef Production Systems: 
Issues and Implications 

USDA-ERS recently released a report 
examining alternative beef production.   

U.S. beef markets are undergoing rapid 
change as alternative production sys-
tems evolve in response to consumer 
demands and compete with conven-
tional grain-fed beef production. Beef 
produced through distinguishable sys-
tems has different marketable attributes 
that may attract price premiums.   

Check out the report by going to:  

http://goo.gl/zXfw9  

Seasonal Cooking information for 
use by farmers, markets 

Secrets of a Seasonal Cook is a new series 
of 26 vegetable profiles and over 30 
recipes – available free to media outlets, 
bloggers, farmers' markets, and farmers 
for publication online or in print. Secrets 
of a Seasonal Cook is a part of the Farm 
Fresh Now! program of The Land Con-
nection. Register to receive an article 
each week from May 20 through No-
vember 18, 2013.   

Learn more:  http://
www.thelandconnection.org/sveggies/
#.UaZmw8qU9GM 

In Short 

In 2012, the PCC Farmland Trust partnered with the Trust for Public Land and Globalwise, 
Inc. to commission a study of the farmland in Puyallup Valley.  That report is now available. 

View the full report [PDF] 

Building off of the findings from the Pierce County Agricultural Strategic Plan written by 
Globalwise in 2006, the study examined various farm and economic metrics in a sub-area of 
the Puyallup Valley, and included farmer interviews and examined opportunities for food processing and market expansion 
in the region. The study also set out to explore the feasibility of conserving corridors of agricultural land, gauged the effec-
tiveness of the Trust’s past work and examined opportunities for an agricultural economic revival in the valley.  

If you have questions about the report or would like to learn more, please contact Melissa Campbell, Conservation Director 
for PCC Farmland Trust.   melissa.campbell@pccfarmlandtrust.org or 206-547-9855 

Sustainable, organic farming is burgeoning in the Puyallup Valley. 

Be looking for more Quinoa in the coming years sprouting in Washington soils.  The grain-like seed 
crop quinoa (pronounced KEEN-wah) has grown in popularity and likely will be grown more 
widely in the Pacific Northwest, thanks to a $1.6 million U.S. Department of Agriculture grant re-
cently awarded to Washington State University researchers. 

Quinoa is in demand because it is a highly nutritious, high-protein, gluten-free alternative to grains 
and rice. The United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization has declared 2013 the Interna-
tional Year of Quinoa, with a goal to “focus world attention on the role that quinoa´s biodiversity 
and nutritional value play in providing food security and nutrition and the eradication of poverty.” 

WSU will host the International Quinoa Research Symposium Aug. 12-14 in conjunction with the 
International Year of the Quinoa. Researchers from around the world will gather in Pullman, Wash. 
to learn about research, varieties and breeding field trials. 

READ MORE—http://news.cahnrs.wsu.edu/2013/03/26/research-cultivates-seeds-of-
opportunity/  

WSU project helping adapt Quinoa for NW growing 

Varieties of quinoa grow in 
plots at WSU’s organic farm 
in Pullman. Photo by Brian 
Clark, WSU 
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WASHINGTON STATE CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

“Our mission is to promote the vitality of farming, farmers, and ranchers by en-
suring that we will continue to have productive agricultural lands in Washing-
ton State. We will achieve this through policy recommendations to the Gover-
nor, the Legislature, the Office of Farmland Preservation and others and by 
enlisting public support. Programs will be voluntary, recognize local priorities, 
and provide for economic incentives.”  

Mark Your Calendars 
WSU Pork 300 Short-Course 

WSU Extension and Departments of 
Animal Sciences recently announced the 
first WSU PORK 300 short-course will 
be offered June 21-22, 2013 at the WSU 
Pullman Campus.   This is a two-day, 
hands-on workshop designed for pro-
gressive individuals involved with the 
swine industry.    

Registration: http://goo.gl/wOfvT 
or 509-335-2880 

Webinar: How to sell Fruits and 
Vegetables to USDA 

On June 27, 11:am p.m. PST, USDA 
will present a free interactive webinar. 
Tune in to learn everything you need to 
get started selling your fruits and vegeta-
bles to USDA. This webinar is designed 
for fruit and vegetable growers, proces-
sors, and distributors of all sizes. Regis-
tration is required and space is limited.   

Learn more: http://goo.gl/24OcT 

July 11 Webinar 
Farming for Beneficial Insects     

Participate in this webinar from USDA 
NRCS East National Technology Sup-
port Center to learn how to support 
pollinators and natural enemies of crop 
pests by providing diverse habitat and 
protection from pesticides.  

Details: http://goo.gl/1Sdap 

Ties to the Land Workshops 

Upcoming opportunities to engage in 
the Ties to the Land workshops. 

June 8—Thurston County 

June 15—Lewis County 

June 29—Jefferson County 

Learn more:  http://goo.gl/MOyFM 

Kneading Conference West—
September 12-14, Mt. Vernon 

Registration fee: $300.   

Tuition includes all days, multiple work-
shops and lectures, and delicious meals 
from local farms and producers.  

For more information check the 
event page: http://
kneadingconferencewest.com/ 

34th Annual Conference of the 
American Community Gardening 

Association—Aug 8-11 

Four days of workshops and tours 
showcase exciting developments in the 
world of community gardening and ur-
ban agriculture.   

For more information:  http://
www.communitygarden.org/
conference/index.html 

NRCS: Funding for targeted habitat 
types in Western WA 

NRCS recently announced a funding 
opportunity for the Wildlife Habitat 
Incentives Program (WHIP) that will 
assist with restoration and enhancement 
of wildlife habitat on working lands. Up 
to $320,000 is available for obligation 
into individual landowner contracts.  

Applicants must meet all WHIP land 
and landowner eligibility requirements. 
Eligible working lands include agricul-
tural land (cropland and pastureland) 
and non-industrial private forestland.  

NRCS is accepting applications until 
June 24, 2013.  

Learn more: http://goo.gl/2bZeB  

USDA Rural Business Opportunity 
Grant Program 

USDA announces the availability of 
approximately $2.6 million through the 
Rural Business Opportunity Grant Pro-
gram for Fiscal Year 2013. The primary 
objective of the program is to promote 
sustainable economic development in 
rural communities with exceptional 
needs. Public bodies, nonprofit corpora-
tions, institutions of higher education, 
Indian tribes, and rural cooperatives 
may apply for up to $100,000. Approxi-
mately $2.6 million is available.  

Application deadline is June 28, 2013. 

Click through for more information: 
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/
bcp_rbog.html 

Western SARE Call for Proposals 

Western SARE has posted all of our 
Calls for Proposals. These include: 

• Research and Education 
• Farmer/Rancher 
• Professional Development Program 
• Professional + Producer 
• Grad Student Research & Education 

Descriptions of each type of grant with 
a link to the specific Call can be found 
at http://www.westernsare.org/Grants/
Types-of-Grants 

The Calls provide instructions for the 
on-line application process. 

Please call the office at (435) 797- 2257 
if you need a hard copy of the Call. 
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