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2013 legislative session heads to overtime—back May 13 
The 105 day 2013 legislative session recently adjourned with directions to come back 
to Olympia on May 13 at 9am to begin a special session called by Governor Inslee. 

See the Governor’s proclamation here: 13-03 Special Session  

The sticking points remain differences over how the budget should look for the next 
biennial budget concerning both the operating and capital budgets. 

Funding at this time remains intact for farmland preservation projects that purchase 
development rights on farmland.  Funding is provided through the Washington Wild-
life and Recreation Program (WWRP) which includes the Farmland Preservation cate-
gory.  The Senate funded 15 of 22 projects while only allotting WWRP $39 million.  
This amount would traditionally not provide any funding for farmland preservation.  The senate budget writers made the de-
termination to fund selected projects over others the funding formula found within WWRP.  The House and Governor pro-
vided funding to WWRP at $65 m in the House Capital and $70 m in the Governor Capital. These fund levels provide similar 
amounts necessary to fund the top 15 projects in the Farmland Preservation category. 

To follow movements of the budgets, go to http://leap.leg.wa.gov/leap/default.asp.   

One final budget item of note relates to a review of land acquisitions by state agencies as provided for in the Senates Capital 
budget proposal Section 1001 for the Joint Legislative Audit and Review Committee (JLARC).  This budget proviso directs 
JLARC to review the operation budget impact of land acquisitions of WDFW, DNR, and State Parks over the last 10 years.  
In addition to inventorying certain acquisition characteristics, the JLARC report must also identify the current use of the land 
compared with the intended use at time of acquisition and estimate the current biennial operating budget costs to manage the 
land acquired and what the estimated capital and operating budget costs to put the land to its intended use if it has not yet 
occurred.  

The following bills have been delivered to the governor for signature as they relate to producers who might do certain conser-
vation projects; be in an area with wolf activity; utilize public highways with farm equipment; or produce beer and wine.  

HB 1194 - Limiting liability for habitat projects  

 Removes liability for landowners whose land is used for a habitat project subject to certain conditions. 

E2SHB 5123 - Concerning gray wolf conflict management. 

 Establishes a Wildlife Account-Based Funding Mechanism for Livestock Damage Caused by Wolves 

 Adds an Additional $10 to Personalized License Plate Registration Fees 

 Modifies Payment Eligibility and Valuation. 

ESB 5616 - Concerning the use of farm vehicles on public highways. 

 Changes the radius for a farm-exempt vehicle used to travel between farms or other locations to engage in activities 
that support farming operations from 15 miles to 25 miles. 

 Requires that farm exempt decals issued after the effective date of the bill must be visible from the rear of the vehicle. 

SB 5674 - Allowing wine and beer sampling at farmers markets. 

 Allows for the sampling of domestic wine and beer at qualifying farmers markets under certain conditions. 
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Federal Farm Bill update 
2013 Federal Farm Bill—From NSAC Blog 

In late April 2013, the Agriculture Committee leaders announced plans for starting the 2013 Farm Bill process.  Currently, 
USDA is operating under a 9-month farm bill extension that Congress passed in January as part of the fiscal cliff deal.   

Senate Agriculture Committee Chairwoman Stabenow (D-MI) announced that she plans to hold Committee mark up of 
the 2013 Farm Bill during the first, or possibly second, week in May.  She has indicated that the starting point for the debate 
in Committee will be the Senate-passed bill from last year.  She has also said that the bill will achieve the $23 billion in sav-
ings that last year’s bill achieved, and that the cuts to achieve the savings will be distributed as they were in last year’s bill — 
i.e., approximately $6 billion from conservation, $4 billion from the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), 
and $16 billion from the commodity and crop insurance titles, with the balance above $23 billion targeted to renew programs 
that do not have automatic funding baselines. 

House Agriculture Committee Chairman Lucas (R-OK) announced that he plans to hold the House Agriculture Com-
mittee farm bill mark up on May 15.  He has indicated that he expects a shorter mark up with fewer amendments than last 
year’s full day mark up.  In sharp contrast to the Senate’s plans, Lucas intends to change the framework of his bill to achieve 
$38 billion in savings (instead of the $35 billion achieved from the House Committee-passed bill last year).  According to 
several published accounts, he also intends to take a much bigger chunk of cuts than last year from SNAP and from conser-
vation, including especially from the Conservation Stewardship Program and the Conservation Reserve Program, and signifi-
cantly less from commodity subsidies.  

Northwest Farm Credit Services recently released their “Land Values Summary of 
Trends” for the first quarter of 2013. Strong demand coupled with supply constraints of 
productive agricultural lands continues in the Northwest Region. Many areas of Idaho, 
Montana, Oregon, and Washington have reported stable to increasing land values in the 
first quarter of 2013.   

Washington showed a four percent increase in land values from 2011 to 2012. Although 
Washington showed a lower rate of land value increase than the other states between 
2011 and 2012, land values in have increased twenty percent from 2010 through 2012 and 

are the highest per acre in the Northwest. Cropland in Northwest and Eastern Washington continues to see strong demand 
while strong fruit prices and expansion within the tree fruit sector is driving land values across the Central Washington area. 

WA farmland values increase 20% between 2010 and 2012 

Each year, USDA’s Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) buys over $530 million and 1.1 billion pounds of frozen, proc-
essed, and fresh fruits and vegetables. This healthy, American grown and processed product helps feed millions of school 
children and is also distributed to food banks, disaster areas, and elsewhere it is needed.  Think you need to be big to sell to 
the USDA? Think again! USDA buys product from qualified companies of all sizes, in volumes of several truckloads to sev-
eral hundred truckloads. USDA encourages small, socially disadvantaged, women and veteran owned businesses to consider 
selling to USDA as well. So, regardless of the size of your operation, AMS would like to do business with you! 

On Thursday, June 27, 2013 at 2:00 p.m. Eastern Time, USDA will present a free interactive webinar, “How to Sell 
Fruits and Vegetables to the USDA.”  Click here for information on how to register: http://goo.gl/46Zb4 

If you would like more details about what we buy, a Purchase Summary Report is posted on the AMS Commodity Procure-
ment website.  Then tune in to this webinar to learn everything you need to get started selling your products to USDA.  

This informative webinar is designed for fruit and vegetable growers, processors and distributors of all sizes. The webinar is 
free and available to anyone with Internet access. However, registration is required and space is limited.  

 

Interested in selling to USDA? 
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USDA is now offering support to individual farmers who want to accept SNAP/EBT Food 
Stamp cards from shoppers.  Farmers, and farmers markets, who become certified are eligible 
to receive a wireless point-of-sale machine to swipe credit/debit and EBT food stamp 
cards.  This program covers the costs of the machine to accept SNAP/EBT cards.  You can 
also use the machine to swipe credit/debit cards, but would have to pay for those transaction 
costs. See the notice below for more information. 

The Washington State Farmers Market Association (WSFMA) has created a guide to accepting 
EBT food stamp cards in Washington State.  It's geared toward farmers markets but covers the 
basic sorts of questions that farmers would have (where to apply, basic contact info, etc).   

If you are interested, the guide is at http://www.tfrec.wsu.edu/pdfs/P2768.pdf 

In Washington State, this program is administered by the Dept. of Social and Health Services (DSHS).  It's a two-step proc-
ess: Get certified to accept SNAP/EBT cards; and Talk to the state about getting a machine. 

If you have questions about the machine or what it will cost, please contact Des Boucher at bouchdd@dshs.wa.gov.  

USDA Expands Support for Farmers to Accept Food Stamp EBT cards 

A report issued by the Congressional Research Service in April 2013 examines several issues as they relate to EPA and the 
regulatory actions they have taken over the past several years.  The report identifies and briefly characterizes major regulatory 
actions 16 promulgated, proposed, or under development by EPA since January 2009.  Download the report by going to: 

http://www.nationalaglawcenter.org/assets/crs/R41561.pdf 

The Congressional Research Service (CRS) works exclusively for the United States Congress, providing policy and legal 
analysis to committees and Members of both the House and Senate, regardless of party affiliation.   

EPA Regulations: Too Much, Too Little, or On Track—Congress report 

According to USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service, the preliminary value of Washington’s 2012 Livestock and 
Crop value topped $9.05 billion for the second consecutive year (ranked 16th overall for the 50 states), down slightly from 
2011's $9.4 billion. 

2012 Livestock - $2,258,863 ranked 26th (2011 $2,386,993); 2012 Crop - $6,796,090 ranked 11th (2011 $6,408,997) 

New figures for WA’s 2012 livestock and crops top $9 billion 

Oregon State University Extension will be offering a Dave Pratt “Ranching For Profit” Workshop June 27th from 9:30am-
4:30pm just south of the Washington  boarder at the Port of Morrow in Boardman, OR. 

Putting Profit Back Into Ranching. . . One Business at a Time!  Knowing how to raise livestock is not the same thing as 
knowing how to run a business that raises livestock. This workshop will show you how to apply proven and powerful busi-
ness, economic and financial principles to your ranch. You will learn the three “secrets” for increasing profit and how to use 
production, economic and financial benchmarks to improve your operation. You’ll see why most livestock operations are 
structured to lose money and find out what you can do about it. The morning session will focus on ranch economics and the 
after-noon session will cover production/grazing. For more information on Dave Pratt Ranching For Profit Workshop ma-
terial go to http://ranchmanagement.com/. 

Registration is $25 in advance or $35 at the Door.  Registration fee includes material and lunch.  Advance registration cut-off 
is June 21.  More registration information is available at   http://extension.oregonstate.edu/umatilla/dave-pratt-ranching-
profit-workshop 

Dave Pratt "Ranching For Profit" Workshop-June 27th 
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The focus of On Pasture is translating research and experience into grazing practices you 
can use now. The inaugural issue, available free online at http://onpasture.com, will teach 
readers how a $4 grazing chart gets farmers and ranchers through drought successfully, and 
can choose from several free, downloadable grazing charts designed for a variety of differ-
ent grazing operations.   

Articles will also cover what makes a forage palatable, what weeds we can use as forage, and 
how to take the drudgery out of soil testing. 

A New Online Publication, On Pasture, Now Available 

The Washington State Department of Health Healthy Eating Active Living Program is proud to introduce Growing Nourishing 
Food Systems Guide. This toolkit describes policies that promote a food system that supports healthy eating. Successful policy 
development needs careful thought on community needs, feasibility of implementation and enforcement. This guide does 
not intend to mandate policy changes, and is not a comprehensive manual for local policy development. 

This guide groups strategies and examples into the following food system categories:  Food Production; Food Processing 
and Distribution; Food Access and Consumption; and Food Waste Management 

This tool will be valuable to all food system partners interested in improving the current food system. Please feel free to con-
tact the program with any questions you might have.  Direct link: http://here.doh.wa.gov/materials/food-systems-guide 

WA DOH Growing Nourishing Food Systems Guide now available 

With consumer interest in locally raised foods steadily growing, vegetable farmers are discov-
ering they can add an important income stream through high tunnels—a cost-effective means 
to extend production and sales into the traditional off season. High tunnels are becoming in-
creasingly popular across the country as a way for farmers to earn more by extending the 
growing season in an unheated environment that typically uses less water and fewer inputs 
than outdoor production.   

In-depth information about high tunnels can now be found in SARE’s new Season Extension 
Topic Room—a one-stop collection of dozens of guidebooks, curricula, webinars, bulletins and other how-to materials to 
help farmers, educators and researchers across the country implement effective season extension strategies.  

Check out the Season Extension Topic Room now: www.SARE.org/Season-Extension  

Extend the growing season with SARE’s new How-To resources 

The latest issue of the Viticulture and Enology Extension Newsletter (VEEN) is now available for 
download. Read about native plants in the vineyard, berry water balance, and how the wine matrix effects 
tannin extraction and astringency perception, plus more!   Check it out here: http://wine.wsu.edu/
research-extension/publications/newsletter/ 

Spring 2013 WSU Viticulture and Enology Extension Newsletter available 

USDA Economic Research Service has released Updating the ERS Farm Typology. This report revises the 15-year-old farm ty-
pology used by ERS to reflect two recent trends: commodity price inflation and a shift in production to farms with sales of 
$1 million or more. The revised typology adjusts for price inflation by increasing the cutoff between small and larger-scale 
farms from $250,000 to $350,000 and by increasing the upper bound on low-sales farms from $100,000 to $150,000. The 
revised typology moderately increases the share of farms classified as small and increases the small-farm share of production 
from 16% to 29%.   Check out a summar of the report or view the full report by going to: 

http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/eib-economic-information-bulletin/eib110.aspx#.UYFTEcrC2O4 

Changes coming to how USDA classifies farms 
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Current Status of Organic              
Agriculture in WA State: 2012 

WSU’s Center for Sustaining Agricul-
ture and Natural Resources recently 
released a report on the current status 
of organic agriculture in Washington for 
2012.   Overall, the trend of farm gate 
sales continues to grow even as certified 
organic acres decline.   Statewide sales 
topped $284 million with over $230 
million occurring in eastern Washington 
counties.   

Download the report at:  

http://www.tfrec.wsu.edu/pdfs/
P2765.pdf 

Mother Earth News Fair 

June 1-2, 2013—Puyallup 

Mother Earth News Fairs feature practi-
cal, hands-on demonstrations and work-
shops on organic gardening, renewable 
energy, modern homesteading, and 
more. An extensive list of workshops 
and speakers is available online.  

Check out all the workshops and speak-
ers and stop by the State Conservation 
Commission booth for a free conserva-
tion tree! 

http://www.motherearthnews.com/
fair/info.aspx#axzz2RzStwU2P 

Report looks at small farms in   
Washington State 

WSU Extension has released a fact 
sheet on Washington State’s small 
farms.  Small farms make up 90% of 
Washington’s 39,284 farms.  The fact 
sheet digs into the characteristics that 
make up this important segment of our 
agricultural economy and details some 
of the needs small farmers have includ-
ing marketing assistance and soil man-
agement.  Check out this informative 
piece by downloading the PDF here: 

http://cru.cahe.wsu.edu/
CEPublications/FS072E/FS072E.pdf 

In Short 

Many forestland owners, particularly those with small acreage, are seeking information on 
how to keep their trees healthy and on track to provide enjoyment for years to come. Wash-
ington State University Extension has launched Forest Stewardship University, which offers a 
series of online courses.  

The self-directed courses are available on demand at http://bit.ly/ForestStewardshipU. 

With course fees starting at less than $5, the courses offer a bargain to residents of the Pacific 
Northwest looking to get the most out of their forested properties. Forest Stewardship Uni-
versity includes online courses in:  native trees and plants, forest management and silviculture, forest health, regulations and 
taxes, soils, invasive weeds.   

For more information, contact Kevin Zobrist, WSU Extension educator, at 425-357-6017 or kzobrist@wsu.edu 

WSU—Online Forest Stewardship University  

As reported in the April Farmland Preservation Newsletter, a bill to extend the 
homesite exemption currently available to farms over 20 acres to farms under 20 
acres was not brought to the House floor for a vote (E2SHB 1437).  While the bill 
was not moved prior to a key cutoff, a late floor maneuver brought the bill forward 
for a vote of the House body where it was amended and voted out 92-1 on April 
18.  It was then referred to the Senate Ways and Means where it received a hearing 
on April 24 but no action was taken prior to the legislature adjourning April 28.  

As passed by House, the bill established a pilot program in Thurston County for 
home sites on qualifying farms under 20 acres. The bill also directed the Joint Legis-
lative Audit and Review Committee to provide a report to the Legislature regarding 

the effectiveness of the pilot program by December 1, 2018.  The bill was also amended to create income thresholds for 
farms under 10 acres.  The bill will be referred back to the House where it will need another vote of the full House and again 
be referred to the Senate should the House vote in the affirmative. 

For a stakeholder perspective on E2SHB 1437, go to: http://weneedsmallfarms.wordpress.com/ 

WA Small Farm Tax bill is revived, passed, then paused 
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Spokane, Washington - April 22, 2013 – The outlook for the Northwest agricultural industry is 
mixed. Prospects for many producers are influenced by the expectation of a record Midwest 
corn crop. Lower corn prices should help dairies and feedlots, but will likely pressure hay and 
wheat prices lower. Demand for Northwest apples is strong, but the industry faces a trend of 
increasing production that could eventually oversupply the market. Good profits for sugar beet 
producers the last few years are being challenged by increased global sugar production, while 
potato growers that sell into the open market are expected to experience a second year of low 

prices. The apparent recovery in the U.S. housing market has sparked a surge in prices for the forest products industry, but 
has yet to make a material impact on recovery in the nursery industry. U.S. consumers continue to purchase more wine, 
which bodes well for  wineries and wine grape growers in 2013.  

Click through the following link to view highlights that depict the general health of select industries included in Northwest 
Farm Credit Services’ Knowledge Center Market Snapshots.  These are available at northwestfcs.com/resources.  

Knowledge Center quarterly Market Snapshots include information on 17 industries and periodic special reports. If you’d 
like to receive these updates on a regular basis, sign up to receive the e-newsletter version of Market Snapshots at north-
westfcs.com/resources.  

Ag Outlook Mixed for 2013—Northwest Farm Credit 

Report Presents Local Meat Processing Solutions 
The Niche Meat Processor Assistance Network is making available the results of recent re-
search in “From Convenience to Commitment: Securing the Long-Term Viability of Local 
Meat and Poultry Processing”. Click to download (pdf: 5MB)  

Consumer demand for local food, including local meat and poultry, has risen in recent years. 
Meat and poultry processors are essential links in local meat supply chains. To sell meat, farm-
ers need access to appropriately scaled processing facilities with the skills, inspection status, 
and other attributes to prepare these products safely, legally, and to customer specifications.  
Farmers and others suggest that limited processing infrastructure restricts the supply of local 
meat and poultry. At the same time, existing small processors often lack the steady, consistent business required for profit-
ability. The report analyzes this multi-faceted problem and identifies fundamental causes, drawing on a cost analysis of local 
processing at three scales. The report shares case studies of seven successful local and regional processors to illustrate strate-
gies and solutions that may be adopted by others. It concludes that business commitments between processors and farmers 
are critical to mutual success: farmers commit to providing consistent throughput of livestock to process, and processors 
commit to providing consistent, high-quality processing services.  

Download this report by going to: http://hdl.handle.net/1957/38213 (PDF)  

North Olympic Land Trust contributed to the partnership with Friends of the Fields, Clallam County, Clallam Conservation 
District, and the Brown Family that protected 38 acres of farmland through a conservation easement on the Dungeness   
Valley Creamery. 

Friends of the Fields provided the key leadership in protecting this farmland.  The successful dairy, wholesale and retail 
business of farm owners and dairy operators Jeff and Debbie Brown and Ryan and Sarah McCarthey help preserve the agri-
cultural landscape and local food economy on the North Olympic Peninsula.    

Also, On April 2nd, a conservation easement was signed ensuring 24-Carrot Farm will remain farmland forever!  24-Carrot 
Farm is adjacent to Dungeness Valley Creamery.   

24-Carrot Farm joins over 580 acres of farmland and wildlife habitat already conserved near the mouth of the Dungeness 
River.  Learn more about this and other efforts on the North Olympic Peninsula here. 

North Olympic Land Trust preserves local farms 

Direct to consumer beef producer 
Fred Colvin meeting with customer 
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WASHINGTON STATE CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

“Our mission is to promote the vitality of farming, farmers, and ranchers by en-
suring that we will continue to have productive agricultural lands in Washing-
ton State. We will achieve this through policy recommendations to the Gover-
nor, the Legislature, the Office of Farmland Preservation and others and by 
enlisting public support. Programs will be voluntary, recognize local priorities, 
and provide for economic incentives.”  

Mark Your Calendars 
Free Pesticide Container Recycling 

Northwest Ag Plastics, Inc. collects 
plastic pesticide containers for the agri-
cultural industry.  

Find a recycling opportunity near you 
by going to: http://goo.gl/LG62O 

For details or more information, contact 
NW Ag Plastics at 509-457-3850 or 
Steve George steve@nwagplastics.com  

Payroll Tax Workshop, May 9 

Have you been in business for a while? 
Are you ready to incorporate? Hire em-
ployees? Want to know more about pay-
roll, benefits, and human resources? If 
you need to make informed decisions 
about growing your business, this work-
shop is for you.  Please pre-register by 
calling (206) 553-2664 or e-mail work-
shops@sba.gov.  

Learn more at: http://goo.gl/Y2mFr 

Orchard cover crop field day        
May 30—Grandview, WA 

NRCS and WSU Tree Fruit are hosting 
a field tour of their legume cover crop 
research plots May 30 from 1-5pm.  
Tour will begin at Tudor Hills Or-
chards.   

For more information, contact David 
Granatstein, (509) 881-7489, or Pamela 
Pavek.   More details can be found at 
http://goo.gl/prH7l  

Small Business Taxes and           
Bookkeeping—May 23, 10am 

Learn about important information re-
garding your tax responsibilities as a 
small business owner, find out what 
taxes to pay and when they are due. 
Please pre-register by calling (206) 553-
2664 or e-mail workshops@sba.gov.  

Learn more at: http://goo.gl/3KX5n 

 

Labor and Industries Workshops 

The Department of Labor and Indus-
tries is currently offering workshops on 
many topics as they relate to workplace 
safety.   

Check them out by going to: 

http://www.lni.wa.gov/Safety/
TrainTools/Workshops/Available/
default.asp  

WSU Beekeeping Short Course   
June 14-15—Pullman 

If you're curious about what this short 
course has to offer you, check out this 
short video from a related program: 

http://bit.ly/VAq2ei 

For more information on beekeeping 
workshops or to register, go to http://
bit.ly/apis-events-2013  

USDA Microloans  

Microloans are direct farm operating 
loans with a shortened application proc-
ess and reduced paperwork, designed to 
meet the needs of smaller, non-
traditional, and niche-type operations.  

Microloans can be used for all approved 
operating expenses as authorized by the 
FSA Operating Loan Program.  

The maximum loan amount for a mi-
croloan is $35,000. Additional informa-
tion on the USDA Farm Service Agency 
Microloan program may be obtained at 
local FSA offices.  

WA FSA Offices—Click here 

USDA Rural Energy for America 
Program Loans 

REAP, authorized by the Food, Conser-
vation, and Energy Act of 2008, (Farm 
Bill) is designed to help agricultural pro-
ducers and rural small businesses reduce 
energy costs and consumption and help 
meet the Nation's critical energy needs. 
One portion of the program offers 
loans for renewable-energy systems and 
energy-efficiency improvements. 

Applications are due by July 15, 2013. 

Learn more here: http://goo.gl/FjA6E 

More information on how to apply for 
funding is available in the March 29, 
2013 Federal Register, pages 19183-
19190  

Western SARE Call for Proposals 

Western SARE has posted all of our 
Calls for Proposals. These include: 

• Research and Education 
• Farmer/Rancher 
• Professional Development Program 
• Professional + Producer 
• Grad Student Research & Education 

Descriptions of each type of grant with 
a link to the specific Call can be found 
at http://www.westernsare.org/Grants/
Types-of-Grants 

The Calls provide instructions for the 
on-line application process. 

Please call the office at (435) 797- 2257 
if you need a hard copy of the Call. 
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