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Farm Bill Update

With passage of a farm only Farm Bill by the U.S. House of Representatives, the
U.S. Senate can now take up their version and likely push for a conference to set-
tle the differences. The farm only Farm Bill included removal of the nutrition
title, including the SNAP (food stamp). The exclusion brings up the question of
what happens next for nutrition programs, and the farm bill as a whole.

Senator Stabenow (D/Michigan) who chairs the Senate Agriculture committee

issued a statement condemning the house action to remove the food programs.

"The bill passed by the House today is not a real Farm Bill and is an insult to rural
America, which is why it's strongly opposed by mote than 500 farm, food and
conservation groups. We will go to conference with the bipartisan, comprehensive Farm Bill that was passed in the Senate

that not only reforms programs, supports families in need and creates agriculture jobs, but also saves billions more than the
extremely flawed House bill."

Representative Lucas (R/Ok), chair of the House Agticulture committee praised the passage of the farm only farm bill.

"Today was an important step toward enacting a five-year farm bill this year that gives our farmers and ranchers certainty,
provides regulatory relief to small businesses across the country, significantly reduces spending, and makes common-sense,
market-oriented reforms to agricultural policy. I look forward to continuing conversations with my House colleagues and
starting conversations with my Senate colleagues on a path forward that ultimately gets a farm bill to the President's desk in
the coming months."

State provides funds for 15 farmland preservation projects

The Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program (WWRP) was funded at $65m for projects that
were ranked and scored last summer. The Farmland Preservation category received funding of

1 $5,335,000 to preserve 6,395 acres. The joint Washington State Conservation Commission and

§ North Yakima Conservation District Cowiche Rangelands project ranked 3rd and covers 4,516

2 acres. This would be the state’s largest agricultural conservation easement to date. This funding is
B obligated, but not spent. To view descriptions, amount for each project, and scores, go to: http://
Cowiche Rangeland Project 200.gl/YOV7WW (PDF)

Yakima County

Wenatchee grower named organic farmer of the year

From Good Fruit Grower

Kyle Mathison, co-owner of Stemilt Growers of Wenatchee, Washington, has been named Organic Farmer of the Year by the
Organic Trade Association of Brattleboro, Vermont.

A fourth-generation grower, Mathison, 60, farms apples, pears, and cherries on Stemilt Hill in Wenatchee and also has cherry
farms in Bakersfield, California, and Chile. He has been farming fruit organically since the late 1980s and was one of the first
organic growers to use an integrated organic program in his orchards. He also deploys innovative farming techniques, such as
the use of fish oil and compost, in order to grow what Stemilt calls “World Famous” fruit.

Check out the following link to learn more about what Kyle does and how he farms: http://goo.gl/drfcBW

Stay in contact and sign up for the OFP-Newsletter!
Sign up by going to OFP Newsletter - Email frequency is once a month

Find us on the web at: http://ofp.scc.wa.gov
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Farmland Returns Moderate according to Farmland Index

The National Council of Real Estate Investment Fiduciaries NCREIF) has released its
second quarter 2013 results of the NCREIF Farmland Index. The total return for the
second quarter was 1.97%, comprised of 0.83% appreciation and 1.14% income return.
This was a significant drop from first quarter’s 5.44% and the second lowest total return
in the past eight quarters.

The 1.97% return is below the 2.34% from second quarter 2012 and the long-run second
quarter average of 2.29%, but above the 1.48% total return from second quarter 2011.

The difference in the quarterly performance between 2012 and 2013 was mostly income,
but the gap between 2013 and the long-term average was due to lower appreciation this quarter.

The trailing four quarter total return of 20.03% is down slightly from first quarter, but still the second highest since 2000.
The split on the trailing four quarter return was 11.64% appreciation and 7.80% income. The four quarter rolling return
from a year ago was 17.72%.

Despite being among the best on a rolling four quarter basis, the Pacific Northwest was the worst performing region in the
second quarter. The region returned 1.14% with negative appreciation (0.04%).

To view the entire report, go to: http://www.ncreif.org/news-single.aspx?post=214

Sentinel Landscapes Partnership in South Puget Sound

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack, Interior Secretary Sally Jewell and Defense Acting Deputy Under Secretary for Installa-
tions and Environment John Conger recently announced a federal, local and private collaboration that will preserve agricul-
tural lands, assist with military readiness and restore and protect wildlife habitat in South Puget Sound.

Through the Sentinel Landscapes partnership, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), U.S. Department of the Interior
(Interior) and Department of Defense (DoD) will work together in overlapping priority areas near military installations to
help farmers and ranchers make improvements to the land that benefit their operation, enhance wildlife habitat, and enable
DoD's training missions to continue.

Read all about this innovative effort by going to: http://goo.gl/TVKB7c

Free Range Chickens Brought Under Egg Safety Rule

The draft guidance for free range chickens coming out today might also have a calming effect on
nervous fruit and vegetable growers, says Mike Taylor, who runs the food side of the business at the
3 U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) as Deputy Commissioner for Foods and Veterinary
Medicine.

e ,
Egg Safety Rule which was designed specifically to cut down on the all-too-common presence of Salmonella Enteritidis (SE)
in table eggs. Farms that raise free range and organic chickens get their first look today at FDA’s draft guidance for their
unique operations. Read more: http://go0.¢l/bZGUOG

! Laying hens on smaller farms that roam outside are among the last to fall under FDA’s four-year-old

Bringing Local Food to Local Institutions

National Sustainable Agriculture Information Service has updated this publication that offers example and insight into the
farm to institution local movement. This resource explores models of farm to institution programs, implementation consid-
erations, policy information, case studies, and further resources for tapping into the full potential of the local food move-
ment. Download the PDF free or order copies here.
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ATTRA: Find land to farm—Six ways to secure farmland

This publication highlights some common ways to lease or own land. It outlines impor-
tant considerations about each of these leasing options and paths to ownership.

Renting farmland is a common practice in U.S. agriculture, where more than 45 percent
of the 917 million farmland acres are rented. According to the 1999 Agricultural Eco-
nomics and Land Ownership Survey, 60 percent of farmland rent is paid in cash, 24

petcent in shares of production, and 11 percent in a cash/share combination. Following
are short descriptions of the various leasing and ownership options covered in this pub- | |
lication. Check out this free publication by going to: https://attra.ncat.org/attra-pub

summaries/summary.php?pub=174

WA Budget Highlights

Voluntary Stewardship Program - Funding was provided to the Washington State Conservation Commission to imple-
ment this new approach for counties to protect critical areas while maintaining agricultural production through watershed-
based incentives. Funding was provided to initiate the program in Thurston and Chelan counties. The Legislature commit-
ted to provide this funding on an ongoing basis and to fund additional counties in future biennia. The budget also provides
spending authority for any federal funding that becomes available over the next two years that would allow other counties to
receive funding for implementation.

Water Right Processing - A half-million dollars is provided to the Water Resource Program at the Department of Ecology
for the processing of water right permit applications if the department issues at least 500 water right decisions between July
1, 2013, and June 30, 2014. If the department fails to process this number of decisions, it will not receive this funding.

Agricultural Tax Benefits - Three exemptions were either extended or created to help the honey bee industry, mint grow-
ers and dairy producers remain competitive.

Northwest Farm Credit releases Land Value Survey

The Northwest FCS Land Value Survey is an overview of agricultural real estate values and trends throughout Idaho, Mon-
tana, Oregon, and Washington. Written by Northwest FCS appraisers, it is released quarterly.

To view the full survey, go to: https://www.northwestfcs.com/en/Resources/Iand-Values

Many areas of Idaho, Montana, Oregon, and Washington have reported stable to increasing land values in the first half of
2013. Market activity in Washington has been stable to increasing over the past six months. Sale prices for many land classes
are testing the upper limits with strong demand from local farmers expanding their operations. Institutional investors and
large corporate farms continue to show strong interest in larger properties with good production histories. Favorable com-
modity prices and increasing crop diversity continue to support land values throughout the state.

The Central Washington fruit growing area has seen continued strong demand for land by vertically integrated fruit ware-
houses securing land for orchard expansion. The market for sellers looking to exit the fruit industry has been good. Sales of
open land in good to excellent fruit growing areas have sold

for record high prices with average listing times of three to six months. The 2013 cherry crop will be smaller than 2012 due
to early frost, rain and hail in some areas. The apple crop was also impacted by weather.

Dryland property values in Eastern Washington are stable to increasing. Land is tightly held with few tracts exposed to the
open market. Transactions between family members, and tenants and landlords are still common. Dryland farm income has
been strong the past 5 years with above average yields, high commodity prices, good weather conditions, and revenue pro-
tection from crop insurance guarantees.

Rural residential market activity is stable and continues to be tied to the larger residential housing trends with limited activity.
Recreational land sales activity for all areas of Washington State is slow with a limited number of buyers in the market.



https://attra.ncat.org/attra-pub/summaries/summary.php?pub=174�
https://attra.ncat.org/attra-pub/summaries/summary.php?pub=174�
https://attra.ncat.org/attra-pub/summaries/summary.php?pub=174�
https://attra.ncat.org/attra-pub/summaries/summary.php?pub=174�
https://www.northwestfcs.com/en/Resources/Land-Values�

PAGE 4 OFFICE OF FARMLAND PRESERVATION NEWSLETTER

Need Help Creating a Food Safety Plan?

The On-Farm Food Safety Project (OFFS) is a comprehensive national program that offers fruit
and vegetable farmers, food safety professionals and agricultural extension specialists technical as-

sistance to utilize and teach best practices in food safety.

This website includes the bulk of these resources including a free online tool, based on a compre-
hensive risk based framework, which generates customized on-farm food safety plans based on
user input. The tool is designed for use by small to mid-scale fruit and vegetable growers and pro-

vides a full set of record keeping tools to document their food safety program and to provide train-
ing to their employees.

To view a sample food safety plan, click here.

To view a step by step introduction to on-farm food safety and creating a customized plan, click here.

For more information about OFFES and additional on-farm food safety resources, go to: http://onfarmfoodsafety.org/

ESA comment period closes on Bladderpod; Study challenges designation

The USFWS recently closed the open comment period on a proposed rule to have the
White Bluffs Bladderpod listed as threatened under the Endangered Species Act of 1973.
Worries of this designation have been felt hardest among private landowners in the lower
mid-Columbia basin of Franklin County. This potential designation impacts several hun-
dred acres, some of which is farmland. A recent study released by the University of Idaho
examined the DNA of the Bladderpod found along the White Bluffs and determined there
was no genetic deviation between the White Bluffs Bladderpod and other Bladderpod sam-
ples from around the region. The results indicate it is the same as the common Douglas’s
Bladderpod. The impact of this result for some would indicate the plant is not endangered and there is no legal basis to
move forward.

The study was privately funded and it appears USFWS had not done its own DNA sampling.

To learn more, follow the Tri-City Herald coverage at: http://www.tri-cityvherald.com

Short video educates on anaerobic digestion

The Washington State University Center for Sustaining Agriculture (CSANR) released a new short video, " Anaerobic Diges-

tion: Beyond Waste Management," which shows how state-of-the-art anaerobic digestion systems can offer multiple benefits
to society. These benefits include renewable energy production, improved air and water quality, reduced greenhouse gas
emissions, and job creation. The video contains footage of operating anaerobic digester systems and features brief interviews
with key players. It was uploaded to YouTube on May 1, 2013.

USDA SNAP pilot increases fruit and vegetable consumption

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack recently announced the results of USDA's Healthy Incen-
tives Pilot (HIP) and discussed additional steps USDA and its partners are taking to encourage
A, recipients to purchase healthy foods using SNAP benefits. Authorized by Congress through

2 the 2008 Farm Bill, HIP tested the impact of incentivizing fruit and vegetable purchases
among a small group of SNAP recipients in Hampden, Mass.

8 The pilot determined that an ongoing investment of less than 15 cents per person per day may

result in a 25 percent increase in fruit and vegetable consumption among adults. Adults receiv-
ing the HIP incentive consumed, on average, an ounce more fruits and vegetables per day than non-participants.

To view the results and to learn more, go to: http://goo.gl/McGGyg
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In Short

Reduced Tillage in Organic
Agriculture Field Day - Aug 12

Since 2009, WSU researchers and Ex-
tension personnel have evaluated over
30 different cover crop types/varieties
as well as equipment for use in an or-
ganic reduced tillage production. Come
tour research plots and discuss the evo-
lution of this production system.

For more information contact Doug
Collins, 253.445.4658. Monday Aug 12,
- 10:00 AM -1:00 PM; 2606 W Pioneer,
Puyallup. Light refreshments will be
provided, but feel free to bring along a
brown bag lunch No advance registra-

tion necessary.

National Community Land Trust
Network Webinar on Urban Ag

Last spring the National Community
Land Trust Network presented a webi-

nar on land trusts and urban agriculture.

The webinar included findings from a
recent study of community land trusts
engaged in urban agriculture.

To listen to the recorded webinat, go to:

http://goo.gl/NSiUmN

To review the working paper on Urban
Agriculture, go to:

http://goo.gl/7rSL.tl.

DNR seeks Agricultural Stewardship
& Monitoring Compliance Specialist

DNR is advertising for a new position
in the Ag Program.

The link below will take you to DNR’s
employment webpage. From there click
on the Agricultural Stewardship Moni-
toring & Compliance Specialist position.
It is currently the first link.

http://www.dnr.wa.gov/AboutDNR
Employment/Pages/Home.aspx

WA State Food and Farming Network seeks Program Director

Washington State Food and Farming Network (WSFFN) has announced a new position within its dynamic and dedicated
team. The Program Director position offers a unique opportunity to design and implement programs that advance sustain-
able food & farming systems in Washington State. The Program Director will be responsible for developing and expanding
WSFFN’s program work to support their strategic plan and organizational goals. WSFFN currently operates Farm to School

and Legislative Programs.

The Job Description is posted on the WSFFN website. http://wsffn.org/job-openings

The Program Director needs to be a passionate and creative advocate for sustainable food and farming systems. Please send
your letter of interest, a resume and 3 references by August 23t to info@wsffn.org or mail it to: The Washington Sustain-
able Food & Farming Network, P.O. Box 762, Mount Vernon, WA. 98273 No phone calls please. This position is open

until filled.

Congressional Budget Office: Immigration Reform Economic Study

The Congressional Budget Office recently released an economic study of S. 744, the Border Security, Economic Opportunity, and
Immigration Modernization Act. S.744 would revise laws governing immigration and the enforcement of those laws, allowing

for a significant increase in the number of noncitizens who could lawfully enter the United States permanently or temporar-
ily. The bill also would create a process for many currently unauthorized residents to gain legal status, subject to their meet-

ing conditions specified in the bill.

S. 744 would boost economic output. Taking account of all economic effects (including those reflected in the cost estimate),
the bill would increase real (inflation-adjusted) GDP relative to the amount CBO projects under current law by 3.3 percent in
2023 and by 5.4 percent in 2033, according to CBO’s central estimates.

It also sums up that S. 744 would Increase the size of the labor force and employment; Increase average wages in 2025 and
later years (but decrease them before that); Slightly raise the unemployment rate through 2020; Boost the amount of capital
investment; Raise the productivity of labor and of capital, and; Result in higher interest rates.

To view the full analysis, go to http://www.cbo.gov/publication /44346
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Small Business Innovation Research
Program - Due September 26

If your farm business employs under
500 people, you could be funded up to
$100,000 for research and development
projects that address innovative agricul-
tural technology, particularly renewable
energy technologies.

Learn more about eligible research top-
ics and application information here,
applications due by September 26.

Contact Chatles Cleland
at ccleland(@nifa.usda.gov with ques-

tions about the program.

Attention School Garden Enthusiasts

Lowe’s is accepting applications for fa-
cility projects with preference for read-
ing gardens and vegetable gardens.

Lowe's Toolbox for Edncation Accepting Ap-
plications for K-12 Public School Improvement
Projects Link to Complete RFP

Grants of up to $5,000 will support
basic necessities, with a preference for
funding requests that have a permanent
impact, such as facility enhancement as
well as landscaping/cleanup projects....

Deadline: October 15, 2013

Learn more by going to the Foundation
Center: http://foundationcenter.org
pnd/rfp/rfp item.jhtml?id=428800027

2014 Western SARE
Call for Proposals

Head on over to Western SARE to
learn about their recent Call for Propos-
als for research and education grants,
professional development grants, farmer
rancher grants, professional+producer
grants and graduate student grants in
sustainable agriculture.

http://www.westernsare.org/Grants
Types-of-Grants

Find out more about the goals, out-

comes and accomplishments of Western
-SARE funded projects by searching
project reports, reading summaries of
funded grants since 2003 or view-

ing handouts from the seven subre-
gional conferences.

Mark Your Calendars

Washington State Beekeepers
Association Annual Conference

The 2013 Washington State Beekeepers
Association annual conference is
October 3 — 5, 2013 at the Best West-
ern Evergreen Inn and Suites located in
Federal Way, WA.

Learn more about what’s in store for
this event and speakers by going to:

http://g00.21/TyhQB

WSU Ag Research Center Schedule
of Field Days: August—December

Several field days are upcoming all
across Washington. Field Days include
no-till field trials in Stanwood (08/19),
orchard establishment field day in
Naches (08/07), and many more to
choose from. Check it out by going to:

http://arc.wsu.edu/fielddays

index.html

State and County Fairs underway all
across Washington

Chances are you have a fair in your area
happening this summer. State, County,
and community fairs are great places to
see the next generation of young farm-
ers, especially those interested in live-
stock. These are great opportunities to
see quality livestock and in some cases
make a bid and take home. To find out
when there is a fair, click here.

Kneading Conference West—
September 12-14, Mt. Vernon

Registration fee: $300.

Tuition includes all days, multiple work-
shops and lectures, and delicious meals
from local farms and producers.

For more information check the

event page: http://

kneadingconferencewest.com/

August 6th Webinar
Crop Rotations on Diversified Farms

Participate in this training to learn about
the many variables to consider when
developing crop rotations on diversified
operations. Aug 6, 12pm Pacific.

Join the Webinar at Conservation-
Webinars.net

Click, Open, Save to Calendar

Washington Food Coalition 2013
Annual Conference - Wenatchee

STRENGTHEN THE VOICE:
WFC Conference 2013 is
September 18-20 at the Wenatchee
Convention Center

Online registration for the WFC 2013
Conference opens today!

Registration details here

“OUR MISSION IS TO PROMOTE THE VITALITY OF FARMING, FARMERS, AND RANCHERS BY EN-
SURING THAT WE WILL CONTINUE TO HAVE PRODUCTIVE AGRICULTURAL LANDS IN WASHING-
TON STATE. WE WILL ACHIEVE THIS THROUGH POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE GOVER-
NOR, THE LEGISLATURE, THE OFFICE OF FARMLAND PRESERVATION AND OTHERS AND BY
ENLISTING PUBLIC SUPPORT. PROGRAMS WILL BE VOLUNTARY, RECOGNIZE LOCAL PRIORITIES,
AND PROVIDE FOR ECONOMIC INCENTIVES.”
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