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Farm Bill falls in U.S. House 
On June 20, the U.S. House of Representatives voted down the Farm Bill 234-
195.  This year’s bill called for more significant cuts that the Senate bill, but appar-
ently it still did not go far enough to get a majority from House members to sup-
port an overhaul of the nations food and farm programs.  Sixty-two Republicans 
voted with Democrats to defeat the bill.    

U.S. Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid has stated that "the Senate will not pass 
another temporary farm bill extension."  A Reuters story about this development 
is available here.  

The week before the House vote, the Senate overwhelmingly passed its version of 
the Farm Bill, with about $2.4 billion a year in overall cuts and a $400 million annual decrease in food stamps - one-fifth of 
the House bill's food stamp cuts. The White House supports the Senate version, but had issued a veto threat of the House 
bill. It is still early to know if House leadership will bring the bill back up for a vote this year.  Members have left D.C for the 
July 4 recess.   

A new story from the AgriPulse reports that on June 26, ‘House Republicans gathered to seek a way forward after the failure 
of the five-year farm bill (H.R. 1947). While no firm plan has been set, the discussion indicates that House Republicans are 
intently interested in finding a way to get the bill approved this year.   

‘While no firm plan has been set, the discussion indicates that House Republicans are intently interested in finding 
a way to get the bill approved this year.’  Read the whole story here: http://goo.gl/jh1pA 

The Washington State delegation voted as follows: 

Voting No - DelBene, Suzan (D); Kilmer, Derek (D); McDermott, Jim (D); Smith, Adam (D); Heck, Denny (D) 

Voting Yes - Herrera Beutler, Jaime (R); Hastings, Doc (R); McMorris Rodgers, Cathy (R); Reichert, David (R) 

Not voting - Larsen, Rick (D) 

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced on June 27 that under USDA's 
new " Smart Snacks in School" nutrition standards, America’s students will be 
offered healthier food options during the school day. 

The "Smart Snacks in School" nutrition standards, which will be published in the 
Federal Register, reflect USDA's consideration and response to the nearly 250,000 
comments received on the proposal earlier this year.  

You can view the Interim Final Rule here.  There is no specific provision regarding local food producers.  However, one com-
ment found on page 160 says “comments from some producer groups recognize the rule’s emphasis on fruits, vegetables, 
whole grains, and lowfat dairy as an opportunity to expand their presence in schools with their existing product lines.”  

Check out highlights of the “Smart Snacks in School” standards and information for school districts by going to: http://
goo.gl/XYkKO.  For a Q/A, go to: http://goo.gl/4L941.   

Also, check out a visual graphic depicting changes by going to: http://www.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/9143713859 

New USDA Standards: WA Schools to get healthier snacks 
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A measure referred to the U.S. House Committee on Natural Resources would make several 
changes to the grazing provisions on federal land and exclude certain grazing lands from compli-
ance with the National Environmental Protection Act (NEPA).  

Overall, H.R. 657 would increase the term of new grazing permits on federal lands from 10 years to 
20 years and allow expired and transferred grazing permits to remain in effect until new permits are 
issued by the Bureau of Land Management or the Forest Service.  It would also certain grazing 

lands from compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and would exempt certain renewed or trans-
ferred grazing permits from NEPA requirements.  

You can track progress of this measure by going to: http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/113/hr657 

H.R. 657—Grazing Improvement Act 

Emerging Research Issue Areas at WSU Ag Research Center 
Check out emerging agricultural research underway at WSUs Agricultural Research Center as funded 
through the FY 2013 Emerging Research Issues Internal Competitive Grants Program.   

You can learn about a wine processing by-product that may help treat obesity; development of a new 
smart system that can be deployed to automatically measure fluxes of important grasses which can 
help farmers be more efficient in nutrient management; advances in grain production in Western 
Washington’s cool seasons; and more. 

Summaries of all funded projects is available by going to: http://goo.gl/J7DUY 

Past efforts can be reviewed here: http://goo.gl/ZSQ1N 

New USDA report looks at several important issues challenging local meat    
producers and processors.  

A new USDA report examined local meat and poultry processing and the importance of 
business commitments for long-term viability.  It examines a farmer identified meat proc-
essing barrier of ability to access local markets either though a nearer inspected slaughter 
facility with limited transportation capacity.  Another issue is the timing of when a slaughter 
and processing is needed.   

The report also examines small meat processors and their need for consistent and steady 
business while maintaining high quality services tailored to individual customers.  Demand 
for their services varies significantly by season, or animals are not delivered for processing 
when scheduled.   

Expense estimates suggest that, to be profitable, even a small processing plant providing very basic services must annually 
process approximately 450 head, of cattle or the revenue equivalent in combinations of 
other livestock, spread out fairly evenly over the year.  Operations that offer more sophisti-
cated services require significantly higher volumes, making it more challenging to reach the 
critical mass of local livestock to support such plants. As a result, local processing may not 
always be available when farmers want it.   

The USDA report jumps into these issues in an effort to better understand, educate, and 
address.    

Check out the full report and the findings by going to: http://goo.gl/LPB4S 

USDA Report: Addressing issues in scaled meat production 
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A crop tool developed for Wisconsin producers may provide value for Washington producers with similar field crops, com-
mercial vegetables, or fresh market vegetable budgets.  

These budgets calculate the costs associated with using tractors, implements, and durables. The costs calculated are energy 
use, labor, repairs, ownership interest cost, and depreciation charge. With the increasing prices for fertilizer, fuel, seed, and 
pesticides, these budgets are best used as a “side-by-side” comparison tool to analyze financial costs and benefits for produc-
ing different crops.  

There are 23 fresh market vegetable budgets. The fresh market vegetable budgets include the following: asparagus, beet, 
broccoli, Brussels sprouts, cabbage, cauliflower, cucumbers, eggplant, garlic, honeydew melon, leek, muskmelon, onion, peas, 
Bell pepper, pumpkin, salad greens, snapbean, summer squash, sweet corn, tomato, watermelon, and winter squash. 

The crop budgets can be downloaded from the Farm Team web site at http://www.uwex.edu/ces/farmteam/. Look in the 
Enterprise Budgets heading. 

Crop and livestock budget tool 

Interested in connecting local food producers and suppliers with school food buyers?  Then be sure and check 
out this new publication put together by Ecotrust’s Farm to School Program—The Farm to School Showcase Tool-
kit: A Guide for Connecting Local Food Suppliers with School Food Buyers at School Nutrition Trade Shows.  

Since 2010, Ecotrust has been coordinating a special event for Oregon school food service staff 
to help them connect with local food producers, processors, and distributors. The event, which 
they call the “Farm to School Showcase,” is part of the school food trade show at Oregon’s 
School Nutrition Association (SNA) annual conference. The conference is attended by school 

food service staff from almost every school district in the state of Oregon. 

After four years of organizing these events here at home, they are ready to scale up! Almost every state in the country has its 
own annual SNA conference and trade show, and we’ve published this toolkit to make it easy for local food advocates to 
host Farm to School Showcases of their own. The Farm to School Showcase model is one of the most powerful and effi-
cient ways to introduce a large number of school food service staff to local food vendors, and in turn to increase institutional 
purchases of local foods. 

Read a short story about the origins of the Farm to School Showcase here, and download the free toolkit here.  

Attention local food suppliers and producers and advocates! 

The Northwest Agriculture Business Center (NABC) is now accepting online registra-
tion for its two-day Craft Distilling workshop in Snohomish, Washington. Industry pro-
fessionals, like Ryan Hembree of Skip Rock Distillery, will provide information about 
production, regulations, packaging, sales and marketing to provide assistance to current 
and the aspiring distillers. The workshop will be held at The Waltz Building and Skip 
Rock Distillery in Snohomish on July 26th and 27th, 2013 from 8:15 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.  

“The goal of this workshop is to educate attendees about the basics of distilling and the 
requirements to be met to get their spirits into the bottle and marketing and distributing 
to the consumer,” explains Karen Mauden, NABC Account Manager and workshop coordinator. Hands on work with spirits 
from mashing, distilling, gauging, filtration and sensory evaluation will also be included. 

The cost of attending the full two-day workshop is $395. Each day may be purchased separately but registration preference 
will be given to two-day participants.  After class on July 26th an optional no-host Craft Cocktail walking tour/tasting will 
follow at designated local bars. Lunch will be provided daily. 

Advance online registration is highly recommended. To purchase, please visit http://www.agbizcenter.org/business-
services/classes-and-workshops/event/20/Craft-Distilling. 

Still space available for Craft Distilling Workshop in WA 
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Livestock producers on the North Fork Palouse River in Eastern Washington, recognized over the 
last five years, the need to take a proactive approach to public conflicts over land use, water quality, 
and livestock grazing. They believed in a non-regulatory approach to improving soil and water in 
agricultural watersheds, that could be shared with other areas in the Pacific Northwest, would allevi-
ate some of the conflict.  

The Five-Star Watershed Stewardship program offered producers a positive feedback mechanism for 
making sound cultural, financial, and ecological decisions through an integrated program of continu-
ing education, peer–to-peer mentoring to improve application, and robust monitoring to ground-truth management results. 
The Five-Star represents levels of cumulative progress toward a true adaptive management plan.  

Learn more about this program by going to:  http://applications.wwcc.edu/fivestarwatershedstewardship/ 

5-Star Watershed Stewardship Program works to improve grazing 
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WSU researchers plan to create a frozen semen bank from select U.S. and European honey bee 
colonies. They hope to use genetic cross-breeding methods to produce more diverse, resilient 
honey bee subspecies that could help thwart the nation's current colony collapse crisis.  

Invasive mites can sap a brood’s strength and vector viruses. Pesticides can build up in the 
brood comb and gradually weaken the bees. And while the agricultural practice of monoculture 
provides a lot of food, it offers little of the nutritional variety that bees need. 

Some of these threats may weaken or kill a hive on their own, but a combination of factors is thought to be the cause of col-
ony collapse disorder, in which the worker bees abruptly disappear, and the entire local population is doomed. 

Read more about what WSU is doing for honey bees by going to:  

http://news.wsu.edu/articles/36513/1/WSU-researchers-preparing-bee-semen-bank  

Saving Honey Bees 

According to the State Employment Security Department’s Agriculture Employment and Wage Re-
port, estimates from the monthly agricultural survey indicate statewide total agricultural employment 
increased 8.7 percent comparing May 2012 with May 2013. Monthly, over the period of April 2013 
through May 2013, estimates show statewide total agricultural employment increased 4.2 percent.  

Total agricultural employment increased year-over-year in all six of the agricultural areas. South Cen-
tral experienced the largest total agricultural employment increase (1,850 jobs).  

Statewide, average inflation-adjusted agricultural seasonal employee wage rates increased 1.3 percent 
over the two-year period of May 2011 through May 2013. The inflation-adjusted state minimum 
wage increased 3.5 percent during the same two-year period. 

Read the latest report by going to: http://goo.gl/XE3Qd 

WA Agricultural Employment Increases 

The following link directs you to presentations, handouts, and other informational resources from the June 19, 2013 Colum-
bia River Policy Advisory Group.  Presentations and handouts on a reliable municipal water supply in the Columbia Basin 
and Columbia River Treat updates are available.  The next meeting will be in Ellensburg on September 25, 2013 9:30—1pm 
at the Hal Holmes Center in the Ellensburg Library, 209 N. Ruby St. (map)  

Link to information: http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wr/cwp/cr_pag_2013.html 

Interested in Columbia River Water Policy? 
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Conditions favorable for NW crop of 
blueberries 

According to the Washington Blueberry 
Commission, eastern Washington has 
approximately 4,300 acres planted to 
blueberries, and the 2013 season is an-
ticipated to be a good one. Benton, 
Franklin, Grant, Walla Walla and 
Yakima counties are among the leading 
production areas. 

The region’s growers are enthusiastic 
about the year’s production prospects. 

Read the full story here: 

http://goo.gl/YUDa6 

Farmland value in NW red hot 

The National Council of Real Estate 
Investment Fiduciaries has released its 
first quarter 2013 results of the 
NCREIF Farmland Index. The total 
return for the first quarter was 5.44%, 
comprised of 4.42% appreciation and 
1.02% income return. This is the highest 
first quarter return since the index be-
gan in 1991.   

The Pacific NW was the second best 
performing region with a total return of 
8.05%. It was also the best performing 
region over the past four quarters with a 
24.30% total return. 

Webinar available on how to sell 
fruits and vegetables to USDA 

The USDA recently presented a an in-
teractive webinar, "How to Sell Fruits 
and Vegetables to the USDA." Each 
year, USDA's Agricultural Marketing 
Service (AMS) buys over $530 million 
and 1.1 billion pounds of frozen, proc-
essed, and fresh fruits and vegetables.  

Recording:  http://goo.gl/7GX5r 

Slides (PDF): http://goo.gl/9tEgM 

Commodities list: http://goo.gl/fVkfL 

In Short 

Week of June 16—June 21: Widespread rain across Washington brought varying amounts of needed moisture to dryland 
crops. During the week, some areas received over an inch of precipitation. Producers noted that the quality of first cutting 
alfalfa was affected by the rains. Hay harvest slowed in many areas where fields were wet.  

In Whitman County, there were renewed concerns about possible rust outbreaks, although some producers had already 
sprayed fields. In the Yakima Valley, crews continued to harvest sweet cherries, with harvest also underway in Chelan, Doug-
las, and Okanogan Counties for early varieties. Strawberry harvest was in full swing in Thurston and Snohomish Counties, 
with raspberries beginning to ripen. Raspberries in Yakima County were beginning to be harvested, while apples and pears 
continued to size up nicely. Apricots showed good size and color, and early variety harvest began. 

For the most current Crop Progress and Condition Report for Washington, click the following link: http://goo.gl/xbZ05 

Weekly Crop Bulletin—June 25, 2013 

A recent report examined trends in Washington State organic agriculture.   

The summary report indicates organic production continues as a strong and viable sector of Washington State agriculture. In 
2008, Washington ranked 2nd behind California for organic farm sales nationally despite being 14th for organic cropland 
(USDA 2010). At $281 million, state sales represented 9% of U.S. organic sales, illustrating the economic importance of high 
value organic specialty crops grown on the West Coast. Organic sales represented 3.2% of Washington State’s farmgate sales 
in 2010, compared to 2.8% in 2007. 

Washington State had 729 certified organic farms and nearly 90,000 certified acres, not including double cropped acreage, in 
2011.  In 2011, organic farms were certified in all but 3 counties in the state. Sixty-three percent of organic farms and 71% of 
organic acres were located in counties east of the Cascade Crest. Yakima County had the most certified farms (94), followed 
by Grant County (87 farms) which ranked first in certified acres (23,360) with more than 25% of the state’s total. Benton 
County ranked second with 8,700 acres. Certified acreage in eastern Washington decreased nearly 12,000 acres, although 
Klickitat and Walla Walla county acreages increased by 712 and 535 acres, respectively. West of the Cascades, total certified 
acreage grew 535 acres. Skagit and Lewis Counties led the western region with 5,627 and 4,271 acres, respectively. Eastern 
Washington farms accounted for 76% of state organic farmgate sales in 2010. 

To read the entire summary go to: http://goo.gl/SpR02 (PDF) 

More statistics on Washington organics is available at: http://csanr.wsu.edu/pages/Organic_Statistics 

Trends in Washington State Organic Agriculture: 2004—2011 data 
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WASHINGTON STATE CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

“Our mission is to promote the vitality of farming, farmers, and ranchers by en-
suring that we will continue to have productive agricultural lands in Washing-
ton State. We will achieve this through policy recommendations to the Gover-
nor, the Legislature, the Office of Farmland Preservation and others and by 
enlisting public support. Programs will be voluntary, recognize local priorities, 
and provide for economic incentives.”  

Mark Your Calendars 
SW WA Women in Ag Network 

Summer Gathering—July 24 

Wednesday, July 24—Vancouver, WA 
78th St. Heritage Farm—1919 NE 78th St. 

Guest speaker and farmer Renee        
Kreinbring of Gateway farms will dis-
cuss her experiences, tips and successes 
raising meat and poultry for sale at 
farmers markets and CSAs.   

Register/details at: http://goo.gl/JQqBl 

Washington State Beekeepers       
Association Annual Conference  

The 2013 Washington State Beekeepers 
Association annual conference is      
October 3 – 5, 2013 at the Best West-
ern  Evergreen Inn and Suites located in 
Federal Way, WA.  

Learn more about what’s in store for 
this event and speakers by going to: 

http://goo.gl/TyhQB 

July 11 Webinar 
Farming for Beneficial Insects     

Participate in this webinar from USDA 
NRCS East National Technology Sup-
port Center to learn how to support 
pollinators and natural enemies of crop 
pests by providing diverse habitat and 
protection from pesticides.  

Details: http://goo.gl/1Sdap 

WSU Mount Vernon NWREC Field 
Day and Tour: July 11 

Mount Vernon, WA. Join WSU to learn 
about current agricultural research at 
WSU Mount Vernon NWREC, and to 
catch up with others in the Agricultural 
community.  

July 11, 3:30pm—6pm 

Kneading Conference West—
September 12-14, Mt. Vernon 

Registration fee: $300.   

Tuition includes all days, multiple work-
shops and lectures, and delicious meals 
from local farms and producers.  

For more information check the 
event page: http://
kneadingconferencewest.com/ 

Anaerobic Digestion Systems      
Field Day: July 10 

Space is limited. To ensure you have a 
spot please RSVP no later than July 2 
by visiting http://csanr.wsu.edu/
pages/2013ADFieldDay  

When: Wednesday, July 10,| 8:00 am - 
1:00, 1:30 – 3:30 optional sites in the 
Lynden area 
Where: Near Lynden, WA 

USDA Farm Storage Facility Loans 

Farm Storage Facility Loans finance the 
purchase, construction, or refurbish-
ment of farm storage facilities. This pro-
gram finances new cold storage build-
ings, which can be particularly impor-
tant to those growing fruits and vegeta-
bles for the fresh market.  

Who can apply: A landowner, lease-
holder, tenant or sharecropper that pro-
duces eligible commodities, including 
fresh fruits and vegetables. 

Max Award: $500,000 

For more program information go to:  

http://goo.gl/af4x7  

USDA Risk Management Education 
Partnerships Program 

USDA has announced availability of 
funds through their Risk Management 
Education Partnerships Program. 

The goal of this program is to ensure 
that ‘‘. . . producers will be better able to 
use financial management, crop insur-
ance, marketing contracts, and other 
existing and emerging risk management 
tools.’’  One of RMA’s strategic goals is 
to ensure that producers are well in-
formed of the risk management solu-
tions available to them. 

Read the full announcement in the fed-
eral registry at: http://goo.gl/mzc1Q. 

Applications due July 22, 11:59 pm EST 

USDA—Finding opportunities for 
small and mid-sized farmers and 

ranchers 

USDA Agricultural Marketing Service 
(AMS) strives to reach out to small, mid
-size, and underserved farmers and 
ranchers and has a number of programs 
available. The following link is a bro-
chure that provides information on a 
number of programs and services that 
might be useful to you, it is not a com-
plete list of what we offer.  

http://goo.gl/6bhJf (PDF) 

For more information on USDA’s 
AMS, visit their web site at 
www.ams.usda.gov. 
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