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Upcoming Farmland Preservation Meeting Opportunities 
The Washington State Conservation Commission and the Office of Farmland Preservation invite you to join us for an impor-
tant strategic discussion on the future of  farmland preservation in our state.  The meetings will be occurring in Spokane, 
Yakima, Burlington, and Okanogan. We will utilize one agenda for these meetings which can be downloaded below. 

Last October we held a meeting on Snoqualmie Pass with many farmland preservation stakeholders from across the state.  At 
this meeting we discussed several issues that are connected to the broader farmland preservation topic.  These issues included: 
Open Space Taxation, New and Beginning Farmers, and agricultural conservation easement funding.   

The four upcoming meetings will be to gather your ideas on long-term funding ideas for improving farmland preservation and 
supporting farmers in our state.  You will also hear about work currently being done on these issues and other farmland pres-
ervation updates.  In addition, we have set aside a good portion of the meeting to hear from you and learn more about the 
work you are doing locally and how we can support your efforts.   

If you are able to join us for one of these meetings, please indicate which meeting with an RSVP to Linda Grubbs at 
lgrubbs@scc.wa.gov.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact us here at the Office of Farmland Preservation. 

We hope you are able to join us as we continue working towards preserving our state’s farmland.   

The Washington State Department of Archaeology & Historic Preservation recently an-
nounced that applications to request funding through the Heritage Barn Rehabilitation 
Grant Program are available.  

Historic agricultural structures listed in the Heritage Barn Register, the Washington Heri-
tage Register, or the National Register of Historic Places, are eligible to receive grant funds.  
To be eligible for listing in the Heritage Barn Register, barns must be over 50 years old and 
retain a significant degree of historic integrity.  All materials related to the Heritage Barn 
Register and the Grant Program can be downloaded at www.dahp.wa.gov/heritage-barn-

register.  Barn owners with questions about the program are encouraged to contact Chris 
Moore at (206) 624-9449 or via email at cmoore@preservewa.org.   

Grant applications are due on Monday, Oct. 28th 2013, with grant awards slated to be 
announced in early 2014. 

Rehabilitation grants are awarded through a competitive application process. Criteria for 
funding include, but are not limited to, the historical significance of the barn, urgency of 
needed repairs, and provision for long-term preservation.  Priority is given to barns that re-
main in agricultural use. 

Heritage Barn Rehabilitation Grant Funds Available  

Spokane - September 12 

Spokane Conservation      
District Office 

210 North Havana, Spokane  

Time: 1pm - 4pm 

Agenda: Download PDF 

Yakima - September 20 

North Yakima Conservation 
District/USDA Service Ctr. 

1606 Perry Street, Yakima 

Time: 9am - noon 

Agenda: Download PDF 

Burlington - September 25 

Skagit Farmers Supply Board 
Room 

1833 Park Lane, Burlington 

Time: 9am - noon 

Agenda: Download PDF 

Okanogan - October 3 

City of Okanogan Council 
Room 

120 3rd Ave. N, Okanogan 

Time: 9am - noon 

Agenda: Download PDF 

Kerby Ranch, Yakima County - Before 

Kerby Ranch, Yakima County - After 
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This semester-long class will provide practical information about whole farm planning, ecologically-based, diversified pro-
duction systems, and alternative marketing techniques. Gain knowledge of the practical aspects of sustainable small acreage 
production systems for a wide variety of enterprises. The course involves guest lectures from local farmers, field trips, as well 
as classroom instruction. Students will develop a whole-farm plan during the class.  

Puyallup Registration: Registration is required and space is limited. Registration is $250/farm or family. Register at Brown 
Paper Tickets: http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/450902, or by contacting Doug Collins, dpcollins@wsu.edu; 253-
445-4658  

Everett Registration: Registration is required and space is limited. Registration is $275/farm or family. Register at Brown 
Paper Tickets: http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/328893, or by contacting Andrew Corbin, corbina@wsu.edu; 425
-357-6012 

Bellingham Registration: For more information and to register: http://whatcom.wsu.edu/ag/edu/cs  or contact Colleen 
Burrows at cburrows@wsu.edu, (360) 676-6736 extension 22 

Cultivating Success Beginning Farmer Classes Near You! 

If you are required in your farm business to have a wastewater permit, Ecology is accepting public comment on proposed 
changes to fees it collects for several categories of wastewater discharge permits.  A statewide public hearing by video-
conference is scheduled for September 24, beginning at 1:30.  Find a location near you. 

The following permit categories for agriculture would be increased by the state's fiscal growth factor. This would amount to 
4.55 percent for state fiscal year 2014 (July 1, 2013, through June 30, 2014) and 4.63 percent for fiscal year 2015 (July 1, 2014, 
through June 30, 2015): Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations. Dairies, and Industrial, Municipal, and Construction 
Stormwater General Permits and Individual Stormwater Permits. 

The proposed rule amendments and options for commenting are online (www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/permits/
permit_fees/index.html).  Ecology is Ecology expects to adopt this change no earlier than Oct. 30, 2013. 

Ecology proposes changes to wastewater permit fees 

PUYALLUP 
Sustainable Small Farm and Ranching  
September 17 (12 week course)  
Tuesdays evenings, 6-9 pm  
WSU Puyallup Research and Extension 
Center  

EVERETT 
Sustainable Small Farmand Ranching  
September 10  (12 week course) 
Tuesdays evenings, 6-9 pm  
WSU Snohomish County Extension 
Cougar Auditorium 

BELLINGHAM 
Sustainable Small Acreage Farming 
September 17 (12 week course) 
Tuesdays evenings, 6-9 pm  
WSU Whatcom County Extension 

Washington farmers and ranchers participating in the Agricultural Resource Management Survey (ARMS) reported a 23 per-
cent increase in farm production expenditures in 2012 compared to 2011. The survey was conducted from January to April 
2013. The largest expenditure category in 2012 was labor, and increased 36 percent from 2011. Washington State has the 
highest minimum wage rate in the U.S.  

“The ARMS survey helps tell the story of how much expenditures increased for Washington farmers and ranchers, even 
though commodity prices were higher in 2012, expenditures affect the bottom line of profit or loss.” said Chris Mertz, Di-
rector of USDA’s NASS Northwest Regional Office. 

Nationally, U.S. farmers spent a record high $351.8 billion on agricultural production in 2012, a 10.4 percent increase from 
2011. 

A complete copy of this report for the U.S. may be found at http://usda01.library.cornell.edu/usda/current/FarmProdEx/
FarmProdEx-08-02-2013.pdf 

Farm Expenditures Up Twenty-Three Percent in 2012 for WA 
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The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) and Washington Department of Ecology (Ecology) are considering a proposal to 
establish the Coweeman River Wetland and Conservation Bank. The Joint Public Notice was posted August 22, 2013 and 
will expire on September 21, 2013. Documents can be reviewed by going to: http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/sea/
wetlands/mitigation/banking/public-notices.html 

The proposal currently involves the creation, enhancement, re-establishment, and preservation of approximately 315 acres of 
wetland and associated upland habitat on land primarily zoned farm and agricultural. The Corps and Ecology are soliciting 
comments from interested parties in order to identify project aspects that needed to be addressed during the bank review 
process.   

Under the proposal, landowners would need to agree to placement of a restrictive conservation easement.  A template of this 
easement contract is available by going to: http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/sea/wetlands/mitigation/banking/
documents/MBI-Template.docx 

Wetland Mitigation Bank Proposed—Ag land impact 

Viva Farms Seeks Managing Director  

Viva Farms is currently looking for a new managing director for their farm in Burlington, WA.  Screening begins September 
15 and position is open until filled.  Send resume and cover letter to jobs@vivafarms.org View job announcement by going 
to: Viva Farms Managing Director (PDF) 

2014 Farm Internships at Cloud Mountain Farm Center 

The 2014 Internship Program will run from February 3rd through October 8th. Tuition for the Program is $3000. Interns 
are paid hourly WA state minimum wage (currently $9.19) for 32 hours of their 40-hour-per-week commitment. To receive 
an application packet, or if you have additional questions, please contact Seth at seth@cloudmountainfarmcenter.org or learn 
more by going to: www.cloudmountainfarmcenter.org 

Job/Internship Opportunities 

From Summary of USDA Economic Research Report No. 152 Farm Size and the Organization of U.S. Crop Farming 

Large farms now dominate crop production in the United States. Although most cropland was operated by farms with less 
than 600 crop acres in the early 1980s, today most cropland is on farms with at least 1,100 acres, and many farms are 5 and 
10 times that size. This ongoing shift in farm structure raises a host of questions. How extensive is this structural change? 
What forces have accompanied and contributed to the shift to larger farms? What implications do these structural shifts have 
for family farms?   

The shift of acreage to larger farms is part of a complex set of structural changes in crop agriculture. The number of mid-size 
crop farms has declined, while farm numbers at the extremes (large and small) are growing. Because of these changes, aver-
age farm size has changed little in the last three decades, even while cropland and crop production have shifted to much lar-
ger farms. The report documents the complex nature of modern farm structure and introduces statistics aimed at better 
tracking consolidation of land and production. 

The report also notes the increasing number of small crop farms (1-49 acres), reversing a dec-
ades trend of decline after 2000.   The report also describes the challenges for Family Farms in 
the U.S noting in particular the financial risk to larger operations.  It notes that irrigated Califor-
nia cropland was valued at $12,000 per acre in 2012; a farmer with 300 acres of irrigated fruits 
and vegetables would need to assemble over $4 million in land, equipment, and structures. Much 
of this capital may be leased or rented, but the equity and debt required for the owned assets 
may be daunting; even if feasible, most or all of a family’s wealth could be tied up in one risky 
enterprise. 

Click here to review the summary and findings.  Click here to see the full report.  

USDA releases new report on farm size 
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The Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program (WWRP) provides funding to cities, 
counties, nonprofit nature conservancy associations and the State Conservation Commission 
to buy development rights on farmlands to ensure the lands remain available for farming in 
the future. 

The farmland category does not have a grant cap, and there is NO minimum grant amount.  
A 50 percent match is required, except for projects submitted by the Conservation Commis-
sion in partnership with non-eligible entities.  

To learn more about working with the State Conservation Commission, contact Josh Giuntoli at 360-407-7474. 

Final applications are due May 1st of 2014. Learn more about farmland preservation in the WWRP or contact Kim Sellers, 
the farmland preservation grant manager at the RCO, at 360-902-3082. 

WWRP Farmland Preservation Applications  

Check out the updated Regional TDR web site! Click here for the June 2103 report on Regional TDR in Puget Sound. Sev-
eral Puget Sound cities have adopted or are about to adopt TDR programs with receiving areas that will accept development 
rights from county-designated farm and forest land, habitat and open space.  

Check out the Local TDR Programs page for information about the TDR programs recently adopted by these Puget Sound 
cities, examples of interlocal agreements, examples of resolutions adopting the Commerce Interlocal Terms and Conditions 
Rule, and updates to the county TDR programs. For more information, contact Heather Ballash (360) 725-3044.  

Regional Transfer of  Development Right Updates 

North Carolina State University and the Carolina Farm Stewardship Association have released a new 
GAPs manual, Good Agricultural Practices for Small Diversified Farms: Tips and Strategies to 
Reduce Risk and Pass an Audit. http://www.carolinafarmstewards.org/gaps-manual/   

The manual stems from a project that documented how farms could cost-effectively manage food safety 
risk and meet the standards of the Good Agricultural Practices (GAP) certification program. The man-
ual shares tips and strategies that small, diversified produce farms can employ to meet GAP certification 
requirements. 

Good Agricultural Practices Manual for Small, Diversified Farms 

A new tool developed by New Ventures Advisors LLC uses data from public and private sources to calculate unmet demand 
for local food at the state, metropolitan area and county level. With a few clicks you can estimate the potential of the market 
in your area for local meat, dairy, poultry & eggs and fruits & vegetables.  Learn more here! 

What is your Local Food Opportunity?  

In partnership with clients determined to preserve the program, the non-profit Food 
Alliance has relaunched its third-party certification for farmers, ranchers, processors 
and distributors that implement sustainable agricultural and food handling practices.   
All current Food Alliance certifications will continue under existing terms. Food Alli-
ance is prepared to receive new certification applications, and will begin conducting 

new farm and facility inspections starting October 2013. Food Alliance announced it was suspending operations in February 
2013, citing funding challenges, while the board of directors considered options for restructuring.   

Learn more by contacting Matthew Buck at  Matt@FoodAlliance.org  or www.FoodAlliance.org  

Food Alliance Certification Program Relaunched 
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Looking to Grow                               
or Manage Your Business? 

The Small Business Development Cen-
ter (SBDC) can provide assistance in: 

Developing a Business Plan 
Obtaining Financing 
Managing Cash Flow 
Handling Human Resource Concerns 
Buying or Selling a Business 

SBDC is a network of centers that exist 
in a cooperative effort of Washington 
State University, other educational insti-
tutions, economic development organi-
zations, and the US Small Business Ad-
ministration.  Learn more!  

New USDA Livestock Processing 
Plant opens in Odessa, WA 

A new USDA slaughter facility in 
Odessa is slated for a grand opening on 
August 29.  This new 7,000 square foot 
producer-owned co-op facility is the 
result of a public private partnership 
between the Washington State Commu-
nity Economic Revitalization Board 
(CERB), the Odessa Public Develop-
ment Authority (OPDA) and the Live-
stock Processors Cooperative Associa-
tion (LPCA).  They are currently hiring 
meat cutters. 

Learn more by going to: CPoW 

New ATTRA publication focuses on 
intensive grazing of irrigated pasture 

ATTRA recently released a new publica-
tion titled Why Intensive Grazing on 
Irrigated Pastures?.  

A PDF is available for free by going to: 

https://attra.ncat.org/attra-pub/
summaries/summary.php?pub=448 

Learn about the advantages of intensive 
grazing over continuous grazing or hay-
ing.  

In Short 

USDA NASS releases 2013 WA Land Values Summary 
The United States farm real estate value, a measurement of the value of all land and buildings on farms, averaged $2,900 per 
acre for 2013, up 9.4 percent from revised 2012 values.  The United States cropland value increased by $460 per acre (13.0 
percent) to $4,000 per acre. The United States pasture value increased to $1,200 per acre, or 4.3 percent above 2012.  

In Washington, overall farmland value saw a more modest 2.2% uptick over 2012 with land values increasing from $50 to 
$2,350 per acre.  WA cropland values posted a strong 12.1% increase and pasture ground was relatively flat at 1.2% over 
2012.   

Download the full land value report by going to: Agricultural Land Values (August 2013) 

Thurston County recently expanded their Agritourism Overlay District (AOD) which 
was first adopted in March of 2012.   

Download the staff report which includes the amendment including background, public 
comment, and maps. 

This revision comes in response to great public support and input.  The intent of the 
AOD is to help farmers diversify their activities and income streams and improve the 
rural economy of Thurston County. A primary goal is to slow agricultural conversion to 
incompatible residential and commercial uses.  Such uses take farmland out of produc-

tion and permanently reduce the overall availability of farmland. The AOD does not change the underlying zoning or den-
sity, nor does it add any new restrictions.  

Since adoption, the county has received many comments and inquiries regarding the AOD. The most often heard comment 
is from farmers and others asking to be included in the AOD so they can more confidently pursue agritourism related activi-
ties. One area that is proposed to be included near Yelm recently began hosting the Yelm Farmers Market on Sundays 
through the fall. The other types of uses proposed by farmers currently outside the AOD boundary include a corn maze, 
haunted woods (for Halloween), hard cider production, production of wines and condiments made from local fruit and ber-
ries, short-term  events (weddings & gatherings), music (meeting noise regs), activities for children and families and farm 
stores and bakeries. Many have expressed interest in setting up new farm stands in the rural county as well. 

Thurston County expands Agritourism Overlay District 
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WASHINGTON STATE CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

“Our mission is to promote the vitality of farming, farmers, and ranchers by en-
suring that we will continue to have productive agricultural lands in Washing-
ton State. We will achieve this through policy recommendations to the Gover-
nor, the Legislature, the Office of Farmland Preservation and others and by 
enlisting public support. Programs will be voluntary, recognize local priorities, 
and provide for economic incentives.”  

Mark Your Calendars 
Washington Organic Week (WOW)          

September 7—14 

WOW! is an annual campaign that con-
nects consumers to Washington organic 
growers and products. WOW! offers 
unique opportunities for consumers to 
learn about organic foods: the healthi-
est, freshest and most environmentally 
friendly food available. 

Click Here for the full events flyer 
(PDF)  

Jefferson County Farm Tour 

The 11th annual Jefferson County Farm 
Tour is set for September 14 and 15.   

With 24 farms participating in the tour 
you’ll meet many of the people that are 
part of the county’s thriving food sys-
tem. The farms on this free, self-guided 
tour span many production systems, 
including dairy, meat, fiber, fruit, vegeta-
ble and shellfish.  Details here! 

State and County Fairs underway all 
September 

September will see many fairs occurring 
across our state. Community fairs are 
great places to see the next generation 
of young farmers, especially those inter-
ested in livestock.  These are great op-
portunities to see quality livestock and 
in some cases make a bid and take 
home. To find out when there is a fair, 
click here.  

Snoqualmie Food, Farms, and     
Forests Day - Sept.28 - Snoqualmie 

This is a community stewardship event 
organized by American Farmland Trust 
to engage local residents in restoration 
efforts on local farmland. Community 
volunteers will plant riparian forests on 
one of a handful of Snoqualmie Valley 
farms and learn more about healthy 
practices on farmland. Details here 

Kneading Conference West—
September 12-14, Mt. Vernon 

Registration fee: $300.   

Tuition includes all days, multiple work-
shops and lectures, and delicious meals 
from local farms and producers.  

For more information check the 
event page: http://
kneadingconferencewest.com/ 

Washington Food Coalition 2013   
Annual Conference - Wenatchee 

WFC Conference 2013 is  
September 18-20 at the Wenatchee 
Convention Center 

Online registration for the WFC 2013 
Conference opens today!  

Registration details here 

Aetna Foundation Regional Grants 
Program now open 

The Aetna Foundation’s Regional 
Grants fund community wellness initia-
tives that serve those who are most at 
risk for poor health -- low-income, un-
derserved or minority populations.  

Grants will target communities where 
healthy food can be difficult to buy, and 
where social and environmental factors 
may limit people’s ability to be physi-
cally active. 

Proposals seeking $25k—$40k will be 
considered nad may be submitted at any 
time through their online system 
through September 15, 2013. 

Details here 

Whole Foods Market Local Producer 
Loan Program 

Whole Foods Market is providing up to 
$10 million in low-interest loans be-
tween $1,000 and $100,000 to independ-
ent local farmers and food artisans. Pro-
ducers must meet Whole Foods Mar-
ket's Quality Standards and standards 
for animal welfare, and they must use 
funds for expansion and capital expen-
ditures. 

Applications are accepted online on 
a rolling basis.  

Learn more by going to: 

http://www.wholefoodsmarket.com/
mission-values/caring-communities/
local-producer-loan-program 

Small Business Innovation Research 
Program - Due September 26 

If your farm business employs under 
500 people, you could be funded up to 
$100,000 for research and development 
projects that address innovative agricul-
tural technology, particularly renewable 
energy technologies.  

Learn more about eligible research top-
ics and application information here.  

Applications due by September 26.  

Contact Charles Cleland 
at ccleland@nifa.usda.gov with ques-
tions about the program.   
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