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Free Agricultural Business Training - Nov. 15 Tumwater 
The Washington State Dept. of Labor and Industries, Washington State Dept. of Agriculture, Washington State University, 
USDA Risk Management Agency, Enterprise for Equity, and Thurston Conservation District are pleased to bring you a free 
agricultural business training opportunity in Tumwater on November 15 at the Labor and Industries building. 

Do you have a business plan? Do you need to update your marketing plan? Want to learn more about common business is-
sues faced by beginning or new farmers? Want to learn what you can do to control your company’s workers compensation 
premiums? Want to learn about farm insurance, or financing? 

Then this Free training event is for you. All of the experts that can answer these questions have been brought together to 
bring you Agriculture Business Training. More than 20 different classes are available on everything from marketing your busi-
ness to saving money on premiums and safety. 

Check out the flyer for agenda and registration. Ag Business Training (PDF) or http://goo.gl/TNGekj 

Join Washington State University in partnership with Oregon State Univer-
sity for the 2nd Cascadia Grains Conference!  This years conference will be 
held Saturday, January 11th at the Star Center in Tacoma.  Space is limited 
and pre-registration is highly recommended.  Registration fees are: early bird 
$75 (ends Nov 1); Regular $95; Day of $115.  Register online today at: 
http://cascadiagrains.com/events-registration/registration/. Conference details at www.CascadiaGrains.com  

The Cascadia Grains Conference is an exciting one-day conference focused on rebuilding a grain economy west of the Cas-
cade Mountains in Washington, Oregon, and British Columbia through three value-added enterprises: brewing and distilling, 
baking and other food uses, as well as animal feed. Farmers, processors, end-users, breeders, input and equipment suppliers, 
university specialists, and others will come together to learn about the latest science, techniques, and developments, as well as 
to create a space in which new business, policy and research relationships can form and existing ones could be strengthened.  

Some of the workshop topics will include risk management planning, feeding, crop varieties, financing, and more.  In addi-
tion, the conference will feature excellent networking opportunities, a resource expo featuring a Cascades Tasting Tour where 
you can enjoy some of the region's finest craft-brewed and distilled beverages.    

Have a tasty local product that you want to showcase at the conference? Get in touch with the Cascadia Grains Conference 
Team by going to http://goo.gl/yNZz3f.   

Save the Date! 2nd Cascadia Grains Conference - Jan 11 

American Farmland Trust (AFT) recently released a report examine the impacts 
of the Federal Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program (FRPP).  To examine 
the impact of the federal program, AFT initiated a study based on interviews 
with participating landowners. AFT collaborated with Dr. J. Dixon Esseks at the 
Center for Great Plains Studies of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. The research shows that the FRPP saves threatened 
agricultural land and keeps it available for agriculture. The study also documents how the program improves agricultural vi-
ability, encourages on-farm conservation and helps farmers gain access to land.   

Summary of Findings (PDF) or http://goo.gl/C23O9c - Full Technical Report (WORD DOC) or http://goo.gl/TAEtvf 

Results of  federal farm protection program study released 
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Pierce County Planning and Land Services recently announced the launch of a new website devoted to 
farming and agricultural issues in Pierce County.  The website provides information on: Regulations; Re-
sources for farmers; Marketing tools; and Public events.  This also serves as a clearing house for assistance 
opportunities including developing a small business in Pierce County, a county agricultural library which 
has zoning and other planning documents. 

Click here to view the website: www.co.pierce.wa.us/farming   

For further information please contact Diane Marcus Jones at 798-2616 or email dmarcus@co.pierce.wa.us 

Pierce County Planning and Land Services 

Learn the essential skills of how to start and manage a small organic farm by attending 
the Organic Farm School (OFS) at Greenbank Farm. Located on Whidbey Island in 
Washington State, the OFS trains aspiring farmers by offering classroom and experiential 
instruction while students take on stewardship of an 8-acre organic farm. By applying the 
art and science of organic farm management, they build a deep understanding of what 
successful triple-bottom-line farming requires. 

Through the course of the season, students spend one third of their time attending 
weekly classes and field trainings, going on bi-weekly field trips, conducting independent 
research projects, and writing a personal farm business plan. Students then spend the balance of their time co-managing the 
OFS Farm, which focuses on market-scale production of organic vegetables, seed crops and cover crops with berries, poul-
try, sheep and bees incorporated as well.  

For more information or to apply, please visit http://greenbankfarm.biz/ofs/ or contact Sebastian Aguilar, Training Direc-
tor at trainingcenter@greenbankfarm.com 

The Organic Farm School accepting applications 

Food Lifeline is a non-profit hunger relief organization which sources food for local commu-
nities and beyond in Western Washington.  Established in 1979, Food Lifeline supports more 
than 250 food banks, shelters and meal programs to help meet the ever-increasing demand 
for the most basic need there is: food.  Learn more: http://www.foodlifeline.org/ 

If you have edible, unsalable produce we can pick it up, re-pack it (if necessary) and distribute 
it in a very short amount of time. Food Lifeline is a great solution for kicked or refused loads, blemished or off-spec prod-
ucts, and items with a shortened shelf life.  

Food Lifeline will work with your production schedule and processes to make sure you can fulfill any existing contracts and 
prevent unnecessary strain on your system.   While they prefer to receive donated, they understand on occasion there are 
pick-and-pack-out costs associated with making the product available.  Let them know if this is the case and they will see 
how best they can work with you. 

Three important reasons to consider donating to Food Lifeline: 

1. Food Safety.  Food Lifeline trains their agencies on food safety and monitors their compliance with food safety stan-
dards, especially around highly perishable items, to help ensure safe handling practices are being used. 

2. Trust. They do not sell, trade or barter food donations. 

3. Tax Deductions. As a 501(c)3, donations of food may be eligible for tax deductions.  

Please contact either Kami Bratten (kamib@fll.org) or Julie Greenberg (julieg@fll.org) for any additional information or to 
set up a donation.  Or call 206-545-6600.  

Food Lifeline looking for new farm partnerships 
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A nationwide survey shows that, across the country, food hubs are growing to meet the need 
for local food distribution infrastructure. Food hubs are businesses or organizations that man-
age the aggregation, distribution and marketing of source-identified food products.  

The recent survey results from more than 100 food hubs demonstrate that hubs continue to 
develop as financially viable businesses providing locally produced food to restaurants, schools, 
grocery stores and other wholesale customers. Food hubs may also provide much needed size-
appropriate infrastructure and marketing opportunities for local food produced by small and 
midsized farms and ranches.   

A full report of the survey findings can be found at http://goo.gl/ROy5K1  

Key findings from the survey indicate that food hubs are: 

 Financially viable. Sixty-six percent of food hubs operate independently from outside 
funding sources. 

 Contributing significantly to the growth of their local economies. The average food hub’s sales in 2012 exceeded 
$3.7 million. 

 Creating jobs. The average food hub houses 19 paid positions. 
 Supporting regional producers. The average food hub worked with 80 producers (i.e., farms and ranches), the major-

ity of which are small or midsized. 
 Contributing to food access. Nearly half of all food hubs have operational commitments to equity, increasing food 

access and/or community development. 

Food Hubs Seen as Profitable Businesses, National Survey Shows 

WSU invites you to the Center for Precision & Automated Agricultural Systems (CPAAS) 2013 EXPO 
taking place in Prosser, WA on October 8th from 1pm - 3pm.  The Expo will feature poster presenta-
tions of current projects at CPAAS and prototype/technology demonstrations including: Blossom thin-
ning device; Labor management systems; Bin-Dog technology; Shake and catch cherry harvest; Solid set 
canopy delivery system; 3D sensor technologies; and, Over the row sensor platform.  More on CPAAS at 
http://cpas.wsu.edu/  

Flyer - http://cahnrs-cms.wsu.edu/prosser/calendar/Lists/Events/Attachments/15/2013%20CPAAS%20Expo.pdf 

Check out the CPAAS 2012 Annual Report for more on CPAAS at http://goo.gl/89tnIS 

Center for Precision & Automated Agricultural Systems Expo 

In Whitman County, bean harvest continued as many producers began to finish up for 
the year. In Adams County, scattered precipitation across the area made seeding condi-
tions difficult with some growers having to reseed because of crusting. In Lincoln 
County, winter wheat continued to be seeded with many acres already emerged. Christmas 
tree growers in Thurston County were busy finishing up with shearing work. In the 
Yakima Valley, field crews tackled one of the biggest apple crops ever. Fruit quality ap-
peared very good as many growers were aggressive with fruit thinning earlier in the year. 
Apple harvest kicked into full gear with Gala, Honey-

crisp, and Golden varieties coming in from the cooler sectors of the County, and Granny 
Smith and Jonagold varieties coming in from the warmer sectors. Grapes, both wine and 
Concord, were harvested as well. Winter squashes and pumpkins were available at vegeta-
ble stands and fresh markets. In Thurston County, U-Pick pumpkin farms had already 
opened their farms. In Grays Harbor County, livestock producers reported that pastures 
were growing  rapidly as a result of sufficient soil moisture. 

Weekly State Agricultural Summary: Sept 24 2013 

Fruit Trees in Lower Yakima Valley 

Irrigation in Lower Yakima Valley 
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The Washington State Department of Agriculture (WSDA) received word that the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
has approved the state’s application for $3.2 million in grant funding for nearly two dozen projects that will support the 
state’s fruit, vegetable and horticulture growers.  

In all, the 2013 USDA Specialty Crop Block Grant will fund 23 projects managed by WSDA in partnership with other or-
ganizations to benefit Washington’s specialty crop industry, the third largest in the nation. Specialty crops are defined as 
fruits, vegetables, tree nuts, dried fruits, horticulture, and nursery crops, including floriculture. 

This year, wine and cider, pears and blueberries, even Christmas trees, are among the industries benefiting from the grants. 
The awards for individual projects range from $40,000 to $238,000 and will go to agricultural commodity commissions, agri-
cultural associations, non-profit organizations and Washington State University. The USDA Specialty Crop Block Grant Pro-
gram was created to support the competitiveness of the specialty crop industry.  

Visit www.ams.usda.gov/scbgp for more information from the USDA Agricultural Marketing Service. 

$3.2 million in federal grants for WA Specialty Crops 

The American Pastured Poultry Producers Association (APPPA) is offering its third 
annual Jondle Memorial Scholarship, which includes $500 cash and a two-year mem-
bership in APPPA. The scholarship will be awarded to an individual, farm, or organiza-
tion that can demonstrate an educational need directly related to pastured poultry.   

The scholarship may be used for any educational activity related to pastured poultry, 
such as expenses related to attending conferences and workshops, trainings, youth edu-
cation, or on-farm trials.  Other ideas that promote pastured poultry will also be considered.    

To learn more about applying, go to: http://www.apppa.org/blog/20640 

Pastured Poultry Cash Scholarship 

Check out the Washington Department of Natural Resources public auctions for 
agricultural state trust lands.   http://goo.gl/VH9G9n 

State Trust lands have been leased for agriculture and grazing by Washington’s 
Office of the Commissioner of Public Lands for more than 100 years, offering 

opportunities to farmers and ranchers, orchardists, grape growers, other public agencies, and more. DNR works with lessees 
to see that appropriate investments are made in the lands to keep them ecologically sustainable and more productive and, in 
doing so, also protect public resources such as water, fish and wildlife.  

Questions? contact Rick Roeder Assistant Division Manager, Agriculture/Water Resources at 509-925-0943 or 
rick.roeder@dnr.wa.gov 

Open Public Auction: DNR State Trust Lands for Agriculture 

In a new report from the United States Department of Agriculture, the agency reported that the per-
centage of Washington households that were food insecure remained essentially unchanged from tick-
ing slightly up from 14% to 14.6%.  This mirrors U.S. national averages.  For very low food security, 
the national average was 5.6% with Washington coming in at 6.1%.   

The percentage of households with food insecurity in the severe range— described as very low food 
security—also was slightly up at 6.1% from 5.8% in 2009.  Typically, households classified as having very low food security 
experienced the condition in 7 months of the year, for a few days in each of those months.  The prevalence of food insecu-
rity has been essentially unchanged since 2008, the report noted.   

View the full report by going to: http://goo.gl/jhyOtt 

Household Food Insecurity in Washington slightly up 
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Northwest Farm Credit Services - 
RateWise Program 

NWFCS recently announced a new pro-
gram that rewards young, beginning, 
small, minority and veteran producers 
for continuing their management educa-
tion, with interest rate reductions on 
new loans.  

Participants earn RateWise credits for 
seminars and workshops that improve 
their financial, business and production 
skills.  

Learn more by going to: 

https://www.northwestfcs.com/
ratewise 

Judge gives EPA 6 months to decide 
whether regulations are needed for 

farmland runoff pollution 

U.S. District Judge Jay Zainey in New 
Orleans recently gave the Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA) six 
months to decide whether to set Clean 
Water Act standards for nitrogen and 
phosphorous in U.S. waterways or ex-
plain why these standards are not 
needed.  

Read more coverage from these sources: 

Washington Post—Sept 23 

Wall Street Journal—Sept 23 

DOCUMENTARY 
Latinos: The Changing Face of 

Washington 

KCTS 9's Enrique Cerna, the son of 
Mexican immigrants, traces his Yakima 
Valley roots and explores the growing 
presence and contributions of Latinos 
who are helping to shape the future of 
Washington state.  

Latino farmers in Washington state are 
the fastest growing segment of the 
farming community. 

Check out this excellent Washington 
focused documentary aired recently on 
KCTS 9.  http://goo.gl/kTB2Il 

In Short 

New report on off-farm occupations for operators and spouses 
A new report from USDAs Economic Research Service examines off-farm occupations of U.S. farm operators. 

Most farm households earn all of their income from nonfarm sources and even those operating larger farms often have sub-
stantial nonfarm income. This study finds that when farm operators and their spouses work off-farm, they are most likely to 
hold a management or professional occupation.  

Most farm households (91 percent) have at least one family member working at an off-farm job. Of farm operators and their 
spouses with off-farm jobs, 35.9 percent held professional and management occupations in 2010. This is higher than for 
metropolitan area workers in general (31.6 percent) or for nonmetropolitan workers (25.3 percent). Operators of larger farms 
and their spouses reported the highest shares of management and professional occupations in their off-farm jobs, suggesting 
that they have a high capacity to apply their knowledge and skills from managing a sizeable farm operation to other areas of 
employment.   

View the full report by going to: http://goo.gl/dbPnuH 

Join the Spokane Conservation District October 19, 2013 at the Spokane Falls Community Col-
lege for the 3rd Annual Inland Northwest Small Farms Conference: Country Living with Purpose & 
Profitability.   

There will be three seminar tracts: Country Living, So you think you want to farm..., and In-
creasing your Profits. Click here for the registration form and all of the seminar titles. There will 
also be a variety of vendors, and vendor bingo with prizes. Lunch and snacks are included in the 
cost of registration: $35 per person and $60 per pair. Remember to fill out your registration form 
regardless of payment method; print, scan and email to info@sccd.org  or print and return to SCD, 210 N Havana, Spokane, 
WA 99202.   

More details available by going to: http://www.sccd.org/smacreage.html 

3rd Annual Inland Northwest Small Farms Conference 

Latah Valley, Spokane WA 
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WASHINGTON STATE CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

“Our mission is to promote the vitality of farming, farmers, and ranchers by en-
suring that we will continue to have productive agricultural lands in Washing-
ton State. We will achieve this through policy recommendations to the Gover-
nor, the Legislature, the Office of Farmland Preservation and others and by 
enlisting public support. Programs will be voluntary, recognize local priorities, 
and provide for economic incentives.”  

Mark Your Calendars 
Save the Date—2014 Farmers Market 

Association Annual Conference 

Friday, Jan. 31-Feb 2, Heathman Lodge, 
Vancouver WA. Click here for details. 

Save the date now and plan to attend 
the 2014 WSFMA Conference.  A ro-
bust agenda of workshops and speakers, 
including some fun new opportunities 
to interact with conference attendees, 
sponsors, exhibitors, and experts is in 
the works!  

2013 Tri-State Grain Growers       
Convention—Nov. 14-16, Spokane 

The Washington Association of Wheat 
Growers, and neighboring wheat asso-
ciations are joining forces to create one 
of the largest grain-specific conventions 
in the U.S.  If you are under 40 and 
have never been, you may be eligible 
to have your registration covered.   

Details on this here. General registra-
tion available by going here. 

10th annual Focus on Farming    
Conference - Nov. 21 - Everett 

The 10th annual Focus on Farming 
Conference will be held November 21, 
2013 at the Comcast Arena in Everett, 
with Will Allen of Growing Power as 
keynote. You will find 24 great work-
shop classes with six industry tracks 
presented by some of the top experts in 
the country. 

Details: http://goo.gl/OxiPcv 

WSU Extension Compost and Soils 
Workshop and Field Day 

Oct. 7, 9am - 3:30pm - Stanwood, WA  

Discover current WSU compost re-
search and trials on local farms. Com-
pare and contrast commercial compost-
ing and on-farm composting.     

Registration, details and contact infor-
mation here: http://goo.gl/5S5zxj 

NWABC - Orchard Management: 
Cider Fruit Production           

Saturday, Dec 7, 2013 - 9am to 2pm  
WSU-NWREC 16650 State Route 536, 
Mount Vernon 98273 (MAP) 

$85. Includes snacks, light lunch, and all 
lecture materials.  For more information 
and registration, go to: http://goo.gl/
fnopjw. Questions? Call NABC office at 
360-336-3727.  

Washington State Horticulture     
Association - Wenatchee - Dec 2-4 

2013 will mark the 109th Annual Meet-
ing of the WA State Horticultural Asso-
ciation. The annual meeting is the larg-
est gathering of orchardists, shippers, 
suppliers and vendors in the nation.   

Registration and agenda here:       
http://goo.gl/0oyAjp 

School Garden Grants - Whole Kids 
Foundation 

Provides a $2,000 monetary grant to 
fund school gardens and related       
activities.  

The current application window will be 
open from Sept. 1 - Oct. 31, 2013.  

Eligible applicants are public/charter/
private schools and nonprofit organiza-
tion that are developing or currently 
maintaining a garden project on school 
grounds that will engage children with 
fresh fruits and vegetables.  

See more at: http://goo.gl/4w4ryS 

Western SARE Farmer-Rancher 
Grants 

Western Sustainable Agriculture Re-
search and Education (SARE) program 
has issued a call for proposals for 
Farmer/Rancher Research & Education 
Grants for 2014.  

A producer, working with a technical 
advisor, develops a proposal to conduct 
both research and education on a sus-
tainable-agriculture topic. Up to $15,000 
per proposal is allowed for a single pro-
ducer and up to $25,000 is allowed for 
three or more producers. 

Proposals are due by December 4, 2013. 

Details available by going to: 

http://goo.gl/twuqyU  

Heritage Barn Rehabilitation Grant 
Funding Available 

Historic agricultural structures listed in 
the Heritage Barn Register, the WA 
Heritage Register, or the National Reg-
ister of Historic Places, are eligible to 
receive grant funds.   

All materials related to the Heritage 
Barn Register and the Grant Program 
can be downloaded at 
www.dahp.wa.gov/heritage-barn-
register.    

Contact Chris Moore for more details at 
(206) 624-9449 or  
cmoore@preservewa.org 

Applications due October 28, 2013 
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