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The Washington State legislature is again underway for a 60 day session that began January 
13.  The first key cutoff for this shortened session is February 7 where policy bills will need 
to have had action and been moved from committee.  February 18 marks the cutoff for 
bill in the house of origin, meaning, all bills from their respective house of origin will need 
to be voted over to the opposite body to begin hearings once again.  Session is set to con-
clude March 13.  Session cutoff calendar available here. 

Several bills have been introduced or revised from last year’s session that are of interest to 
farmland preservation interests.  For more details on each bill, select the hyperlinked bill 
number to visit the bill page where you can track progress, votes, amendments, schedules, 
and more.  A complete list of what we are tracking at OFP can be downloaded here (PDF).  Legislative bill page here.  Enter 
a bill number of interest to be directed to the bill page. 

 HB 2306 - Concerning current use valuation for farm and agricultural land.   

Brief summary: Makes several changes to the Open Space Act specific to farm and agricultural land.  Changes include a defi-
nition change to increase the percent cap from 20 to 25 for incidental uses and some changes to the income requirements, 
provisions related to the Voluntary Stewardship Program, and income requirements on lands under 20 acres. 

 HB 1437 - Concerning small farms under the current use property tax program for farm and agricultural lands.   

Brief Summary: Allows all farms to qualify for the farm residence tax treatment.  This means the residence is assessed at fair 
market value and the land under the residence is assessed at current use.  Current practices for farms under 20 acres include 
removing a one acre parcel (that may be farmed) and assessing at fair market value.  For some small farms, this could equal 
50% of their land. 

 HB 2454 - Developing a water quality trading program in Washington 

Brief Summary: Water quality trading programs have been used in the United States to compensate certain landowner ac-
tions through a market place.  This bill directs the State Conversation Commission, in partnership with the Department of 
Ecology, to develop at least three site specific proposals for actual sites where the concept of regulatory compliance through 
water quality trading can be tested. 

 HB 2493 - Concerning current use valuation for land primarily used for commercial horticultural purposes.   

Brief Summary: Clarifies and updates the definition of "farm and agricultural land" in the Open Space Act. Addresses land 
primarily used for commercial horticultural purposes. Companion bill in Senate is SB 6286 

 HB 2584 - Allowing prepayment of the penalty for removal of land from the farm and agricultural land current 
use property tax classification. 

Brief Summary:  If enrolled lands in the Open Space Farm and Agricultural category are removed from classification, penal-
ties are incurred.  This bill authorizes the prepayment of a penalty for removal of land from classification. 

 SB 6388 - Concerning pass-through wholesale food distributors.   

Brief Summary:  Requires the department of licensing to issue a license to operate as a pass-through wholesale food distribu-
tor to sell prepackaged foods from a food processor and to deliver the food directly to consumers. Exempts pass-through 
wholesale food distributors from the state board of health's food service rules and any food service regulations adopted by 
local health jurisdictions.   

2014 State Legislature underway - nearing key cutoff 
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Farmer-Fisher-Chef Connection (F2C2) returns on Monday, February 24, 2014 8 
am - 4:30 pm  at Seattle Culinary Academy at Seattle Central Community College 
with a focus on Innovators and Innovation, as local food & beverage Producers 
(farmers, fishers, ranchers, food & beverage artisans, etc.) and Buyers (chefs, res-
taurateurs, caterers, institutional buyers, instructors, students, etc.) gather for the 
year's biggest industry get together.  

Consistently, tracking surveys have shown that this event generates at least $1 mil-
lion in new sales in our local food economy each year. F2C2 showcases and con-
nects the producers and buyers who care about local, sustainable and delicious. 

Register at Brown Paper Tickets  

Farmer-Fisher-Chef  Connection (F2C2) returns on February 24, 2014 

Through the Transitioning to Value Added workshops, Northwest Agricul-
ture Business Center (NABC) is helping improve the economic vitality of 
the agriculture industry in Washington state. NABC works to keep farm 
economies vibrant by providing resources and hands-on guidance to new or 
existing businesses that produce value-added or innovative agricultural 
products and services. 

Expanded from the successful 2013 workshop, the 2014 Business & Art of Craft Distilling workshop will include hands 
on participation making Rum,Vodka, Whiskey & Liqueurs. 

Featuring local distillery owners/distillers Ryan Hembree of Skip Rock Distillery and Marc Bernhard of Pacific Distillery. Jeff 
Leichleighter, GM and successful leader of Tim's Cascade Potato Chips will present a Distillery case study adding his creative 
branding insights. 

To be a craft distiller in the state of Washington, 51% or more of your raw materials must be sourced within the state. That's 
good news for wheat, rye, barley, potato and apple growers, among others! 

The fee is $485 and includes all class materials & food. NABC Network members receive a 10% discount. For more infor-
mation please visit www.agbizcenter.org website for Transitioning to Value Added Classes & Workshops.  

Craft Distilling Workshop - February 20-22, Snohomish 

The House on January 29 passed a new five-year compromise farm bill. The vote in the 
House was 251-166. The bill now moves to the Senate for a vote.  The Senate is expected 
to approve the bill as soon as next week.  

The bill contains about $500 billion in funding, most of which is allocated to the Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP).  The bill would cut about $800 million a 
year from the $80 billion-a-year SNAP program, or around 1 percent.  

Other changes include consolidation of easement programs, now titled the Agricultural Conservation Easement Program 
(ACEP), which covers both rangelands and croplands.  The Farm Bill would fund more than $1 billion for conservation over 
the next ten years – with most of that funding coming in the next five years. The ACEP combines the Farm and Ranch 
Lands Protection Program (FRPP) and Grassland Reserve Program (GRP).  

To review all the changes, check out the “Joint Explanatory Statement of the Committee of Conference”, a report of actions 
taken in the farm bill.  This report details the various amendments and changes as passed by the House. 

Download the conference report here. Joint Explanatory Statement of the Committee of Conference (PDF) 

Federal Farm Bill passage in House, Senate vote next 
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A unique group of foundations and investors is seeking to create a positive impact through a combination of grants, equity, 
loans and assistance to food and farming businesses in Washington.  Up to five separate investments of between $25,000 
and $250,000 are expected in 2014.  

Candidates for investment should be located in or provide substantial benefit to Whatcom, King, or Pierce counties, WA; 
and Eastern Washington; improve measures of health, social equity, family wage employment, and rural community resil-
ience, and seeks funding of $25,000 to $250,000.  

Applications are accepted through February 28th and deploy funds on a rolling basis throughout the year. All applica-
tions will be received through Slow Money Northwest’s Gust portal at https://gust.com/r/via_group/23942?
conversationId=4610 (select Food/Drink as your industry).  

Your application should include at a minimum: 

 Your business plan in enough detail to show how this investment will help you succeed; 

 Financials, past and projected, that match your business plan and funding need; 

 Your funding need, and how it will help accomplish your business goals; and 

 A statement of benefit (500 words maximum) describing how your enterprise can help improve one or more of the fol-
lowing impact areas: Health, Social Equity, Family Wage Job Creation and Preservation, Rural Community Resilience, 
and Ability to Influence Policy.   

For more detail on the impact areas, click here. 

Funding for Northwest Food and Farming Business 

A limited water supply is predicted west of the Continental Divide, according to the USDA 
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) National Water and Climate Center (NWCC) 
data in its first forecast of 2014.  

"Right now the West Coast is all red," NRCS Hydrologist Tom Perkins said. "Early indications 
are it will be very dry in the western part of the West.” 

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's (NOAA) Climate Prediction Center's 
seasonal forecast is calling for a milder and somewhat drier winter for much of the West. Ac-
cording to NRCS Meteorologist Jan Curtis there is a very small chance for normal precipitation 
on the West Coast. 

Check out the January 28th drought monitor for Washington.  Updated information for Wash-
ington water supply is available by going to: WA Water Supply Information. 

View January's Snow Survey Water Supply Forecasts map or view information by state. 

Mixed outlook for water supply for Washington, the West 

Steady demand and a very limited supply of agricultural lands led to increasing land values for 2013. Market observers in all 
four Northwest states - Idaho, Montana, Oregon, and Washington continue to report a shortage of good quality agricultural 
properties on the market. The lack of supply of good quality farmland is considered the leading cause of slower market activ-
ity throughout the year. Competition for available properties likely overshadowed increasing concerns over interest rate in-
creases, declining commodity prices, and water shortages. 

Preliminary year-end numbers for average dollar per acre land values show an upward trend, approximately 13 percent, from 
2012 to 2013. The 2013 numbers are based on lower than average sales numbers, but the trend is thought to be accurate. 
Land value appreciation was led by strong demand for quality cropland. 

View the full report by going to: https://www.northwestfcs.com/en/Resources/Land-Values 

NW Farm Credit releases 4th quarter land value trends 
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The Washington Farm and Ranchland Protection Program (FRPP) Fiscal Year 2014 application deadlines are March 7 
and April 11, 2014. An entity submitting an application must be deemed eligible before any proposed easements submitted 
by the entity will be considered. All required easement data must be included in order for the application to be considered. 

Materials available at NRCS-WA website.  

One new element this year in the scoring criteria is points for a Resource Management System.  Resource Management Sys-
tems (RMS) are sets of approved conservation practices which, when properly planned and applied, work in tandem to pro-
vide environmental conservation and protection for Soil, Water, Air, Plant and Animal resources.  Check back to WA NRCS 
web page as they develop information on RMS planning. 

Federal Farm and Ranchland Protection Program taking applications 

Join Labor and Industries February 19 at the Yakima Convention Center for the 10th Annual Agriculture Safety Day. Work-
shops on Workplace Harassment, Safety 101, Light Duty / Return to Work, HR Management 101, New Hazard 
Communication Rule, Emergency Preparedness, Noise Hazard Prevention, Food Safety, ATV Safety, Process 
Safety Management:  Ammonia and more are offered in English and Spanish.   

There will be exhibitors, demonstrations, prize drawings and the luncheon.  The Grand Prize Drawing will occur during the 
luncheon.   

Register online at https://www.etouches.com/wagovconf-asd or you can print a copy of the event flyer and mail in your 
registration. For questions, please call 1-888-451-2004 or e-mail GovSafetyConf@Lni.wa.gov. Please visit the website at 
www.wagovconf.org for more information on workshops, location, and hotel accommodations.   

10th Annual Agricultural Safety Day - Yakima - Feb 19 

The National Center for Appropriate Technology, with funding from the Beginning 
Farmer and Rancher Development Program of the National Institute of Food and Agri-
culture, has launched Getting Started in Farming: An Introduction to Farm Business Planning. 
This free, eight-lesson online course guides students through the process of imagining 
and planning a successful farming enterprise.  Although the course was developed for 
North Carolina, it is accessible and useful for people in any part of the country.  

Check it out by going clicking here. 

Online Course Helps Beginning Farmers with Business Planning 

The Biennial State Land Acquisition Performance Monitoring Report for 2014 is complete. The report, which is required by statute, 
shows the progress state agencies have made on habitat and recreation land acquisitions that received appropriations in the 
2009-2011 Biennium. 

State Land Acquisition Performance Report 

The National Council of Real Estate Investment Fiduciaries (NCREIF) has released its fourth quarter 2012 results of the 
NCREIF Farmland Index. The total return for the fourth quarter was 9.56%, comprised of 5.27% appreciation and 4.29% 
income return. This is the highest quarterly return since fourth quarter 2006 when the total return was 11.55%.   Historically, 
the fourth quarter has always had the highest income returns from the conclusion of the sale of the crops.  

For the year, farmland returned 18.58%, its highest total since 2006, when returns were 21.15%. For calendar year 2011, total 
returns were 15.16%.    

Read the full report by going to:  http://www.ncreif.org/news-single.aspx?post=189 

NCREIF Farmland Index Released 
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Forum on Cover Crops and Soil 
Health 

You are invited to attend a free, live 
broadcast of the February 18th SARE-
sponsored National Conference on Cover 
Crops and Soil Health. Join the conversa-
tion at one of more than 200 Cover Crops 
and Soil Health Forums to be hosted na-
tionwide by the Natural Resource Con-
servation Service (NRCS) and Coopera-
tive Extension offices. Find a forum 
location near you.  There is no cost to 
participate. Learn more here 

Free WSU Publications available 
online 

Looking for information on yellow jack-
ets and paper wasps?  How about small 
winery investment and operation costs?  
Have you ever thought about produc-
tion of cut flowers?    

Check out the below PDF of recently 
moved and or discontinued publications 
that are free and available online.   

WSU publication resources (PDF) 

 

Goat Handbook on Sustainable Year 
Round Forage Production 

A year-round forage production and 
grazing/browsing management hand-
book for goats, developed by Tuskegee 
University Cooperative Extension, is 
now available to professionals and pro-
ducers interested in pasture-based goat 
production, but require technical infor-
mation on establishing and maintaining 
sustainable year-round forage systems. 

Learn more by going to: 

Goat Handbook (direct link) 

In Short 

Urban Agriculture Impacts: A Literature Review 
The University of California Sustainable Agriculture and Education Program re-
cently compiled an extensive annotated bibliography on social, health, and eco-
nomic impacts of urban agriculture. This bibliography is meant to provide policy 
makers and urban agriculture practitioners with articles that discuss researched im-
pacts. It is accompanied by a quick-reference resource and a literature review. 

The main body of the review addresses various impacts that were identified in the 
literature and concludes with a review of challenges and barriers, existing gaps, and 
further research needs. 

Check out the results by going to: http://asi.ucdavis.edu/sarep/sfs/urban-
agriculture Marra Farm, Duwamish River Valley, Seattle 

This recently released harvest manual describes harvest procedures, ready-to-harvest indicators, pack-
ing and washing procedures, and storage conditions.  This manual was developed by Roxbury Farm, a 
350-acre, 1,000-member biodynamic CSA in New York state.  

Click on the link below to access the 2012 harvest manual.  This is a great reference for comparing the 
various vegetable crops for harvest times/costs and yields, etc across a farm. http://
www.roxburyfarm.com/harvest-manual 

Manual - Cropping harvest times/cost reference & more 

The Washington State Department of Natural Resources currently has several agricultural leases on lands in Skagit County, 
Kittitas County, Klickitat County, and Yakima County.  You can check them out by going to: 

http://www.dnr.wa.gov/BusinessPermits/Topics/LandLeasing/Pages/psl_leasing_agriculture_lands.aspx  

You can also utilize the interactive map viewer to view where these listings are located. 

DNR Ag Leases up for Auction 
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Job Opportunities 
Stevens County Extension Ag Coordinator 

WSU Extension recently announced a job opening at the 
WSU Stevens County Extension office for a half-time agri-
culture coordinator. This person will be responsible for origi-
nating and developing formal education programs for the 
general public; organizing, conducting and coordinating ex-
tension programs; and advising clients on the application of 
program information.  This position seeks a person who is 
self-motivated and wants to build a long-term program.  This 
person will be responsible for originating and developing 
formal education programs for the general public; organizing, 
conducting and coordinating extension programs; and advis-
ing clients on the application of program information.  

Check out the flyer for this open position. Notice of Va-
cancy (PDF). Screening begins February 10. 

West Olympia Farmers Market Seeks Manager 

The West Olympia Farmers' Market is a dynamic, growing 
neighborhood farmers' market, and it's hiring a new manager 
for the 2014 season. The position is a great part-time oppor-
tunity to gain skills in supporting small farms and local food. 

Please see the job description for details and application 
instructions. 

CSANR - How ‘bout them apples! 
By David Granatstein 

Washington State apples are known worldwide.  The 2012 crop set a record at 120 million boxes (40-lb) 
and sales were brisk at good prices due to the freeze-out of much of the production in the eastern 
U.S.  In that year, Washington’s production was 70% of all apples in the US.  What is even more re-
markable is that by January each year, 75-90% of all apples in storage in the US are in Washington, 
meaning we are by far the dominant supplier to our domestic market.  These numbers are even higher 
for organic apples.   

The proliferation of new varieties has helped spur consumer interest in apples and their willingness to 
pay higher prices.  Current prices for Honeycrisp apples, the current “Cinderella” variety, are $1.34/lb 
FOB (sold at the shipping dock of the fruit company) and more than that at the grocery check-out.  Organic Honeycrisp are 
priced at $1.75/lb.  In fact, for the major organic apple varieties, their current price premium over conventional apples is 
about $20 per 40-lb box, probably the highest it has been since price data have been tracked.   

Read the rest of this article at CSANR 

FSA again offering loans through microloan program 
FSA is offering more flexible access to credit through our microloan program. The program is an alternative for smaller 
farming operations like direct market producers and operators of community supported agriculture (CSAs).  Contact your 
local FSA office to learn more.  

Microloans can be used for all approved operating expenses as authorized by the FSA Operating Loan Program, including 
but not limited to: Initial start-up expenses; Annual expenses such as seed, fertilizer, utilities, land rents; Marketing and distri-
bution expenses; Purchase of livestock, equipment, and other materials essential to farm operations; Minor farm improve-
ments such as wells and coolers; and Hoop houses to extend the growing season. 

Eligible applicants may obtain a microloan for up to $35,000. Repayment terms may vary and will not exceed seven years. 
Annual operating loans are repaid within 12 months or when the agricultural commodities produced are sold. Interest rates 
are based on the regular operating loans rates that are in effect at the time of the microloan approval or microloan closing, 
whichever is less. Currently the rate is 1.25%. 
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WASHINGTON STATE CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

“Our mission is to promote the vitality of farming, farmers, and ranchers by en-
suring that we will continue to have productive agricultural lands in Washing-
ton State. We will achieve this through policy recommendations to the Gover-
nor, the Legislature, the Office of Farmland Preservation and others and by 
enlisting public support. Programs will be voluntary, recognize local priorities, 
and provide for economic incentives.”  

Mark Your Calendars 
3rd Annual NW WA Sustainable Ag 
Conference - March 7 - Bellingham 

This conference will once again high-
light issues important to produce and 
livestock farmers in Northwest Wash-
ington, with sessions on food safety/
GAP/FSMA, fertility management, ani-
mal feeds, livestock economics, and 
plant disease management.   

Information and registration details 
here 

Field to Fork conference in           
Ellensburg, Feb 22-23  

Field to Fork is a sustainable agriculture 
conference focused on serving the 
Inland Northwest farming region and 
meeting the needs of people who desire 
a stronger local food system.  Farmer-to
-farmer and farmer-to-consumer events 
such as this support research, education 
and project development.   

Registration details here.  

WSU Basic Plus Cheese making 
short course - Feb 19-21 

Basic Cheesemaking Course (PDF) 

This 3-day offering in Lynden WA is 
intended for beginning cheesemakers 
serious about pursuing Cheesemaking as 
a business activity as a business activity 
at the farmstead or artisan level.  

Registration for the class is available 
here. 

Food Ingredient Technology Short 
Course - Feb 26 

Double Tree Hilton Hotel Airport - 
18740 International Blvd, Seattle 

This is an introductory course on Food 
Ingredient Technology. The short 
course provides an overview of major 
food ingredients that are used in proc-
essed foods.   

Agenda here.  Registration details here. 

February 22 - Value Added Dairy - 
Mt. Vernon WA 

One-day workshop into value-added 
dairy from production through market-
ing.  Participants will learn about cur-
rent market and product trends in the 
dairy category, what to consider in the 
development of these products, and 
how to meet food safety and regulatory 
requirements.  Learn more 

CSA Expert Exchange              
Online Conference 

The first day of this two-day online con-
ference will focus on issues relevant to 
beginning farmers and those just getting 
started in CSA. The main event on 
March 7 will consist of sessions on top-
ics such as marketing and social media, 
legal issues surrounding CSAs, crop 
planning, and CSA coalitions.  Details 

WSDA Specialty Crop Block Grant - 
2014 Request for Concept Proposals 

WSDA recently announced a competi-
tive application process to award 2014 
Specialty Crop (SCBGP) funds for pro-
jects that enhance the competitiveness 
of WA’s specialty crops.  

The first step in the process is to submit 
a Concept Proposal outlining a potential 
project. All application materials, includ-
ing the required form, are provided on 
the WSDA website at: www.agr.wa.gov/
grants/scbgp.  

Concept Proposals must be received 
by 5:00 p.m. on February 28th.  Pro-
gram details available at: 

www.agr.wa.gov/grants/scbgp 

Fund-a-Farmer Grant 

The Fund-a-Farmer Project awards 
grants for projects that help family 
farmers transition to pasture-based sys-
tems, improve the marketing of their 
humane products, or more generally 
enrich the conditions in which the farm 
animals are raised. Fund-a-Farmer will 
provide 15 grants of up to $2,500 to 
qualifying livestock and poultry farmers. 

More information here. 

Applications must be postmarked by 
May 1, 2014.  

Whole Foods Market                     
Local Producer Loans 

Whole Foods Market announced that its 
Local Producer Loan Program has 
funded $10 million in low-interest loans 
to local and independent food busi-
nesses. The company has now commit-
ted up to $25 million in funding and 
welcomes new loan applications from 
producers seeking to expand their busi-
nesses. Loan recipients must meet 
Whole Foods Market's quality stan-
dards, use the funds for expansion, and 
have a viable business plan. Typical low-
interest loans range from $1,000 to 
$100,000.  

More information here 
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