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Agricultural producers and landowners can learn about conservation practices and programs, including easements, that bene-
fit both them and wildlife on Feb 5 in Pasco.    

Free workshops about wildlife conservation on working private lands are scheduled on Wednesday, Feb. 5, as part of a week-
long annual wildlife professionals’ conference with the theme “Enhancing Conservation Program Delivery Among Agricul-
tural and Other Natural Resources Interests.”  

The conference is at the Red Lion Inn in Pasco where at-the-door free registration is available on Feb. 5 for the following 
workshops:  

Farm Bill Basics: What and Why for Conservation and Producers, 8 – 9 a.m.; workshop will cover basic legislation as 
well as programs designed to aid conservation, including cost-share programs, easement programs, and the Conservation Re-
serve Program (CRP).  

Wildlife Conservation on Working/Private Lands, 9 a.m. – 12-noon.;  workshop will discuss and explore what is needed 
for agencies and organizations to partner with landowners. 

Shared Lessons in Implementing Conservation Projects, 1 – 3  p.m.; workshop includes selected short presentations on 
real life projects, both small and large, and how challenges were met. 

Hunter Access and Landowner Incentive Programs in Washington, 3 – 5 p.m.; workshop will describe expanded hunter 
access to private lands through new agreements with landowners in partner programs such as “Feel Free to Hunt”, “Register 
to Hunt”, “Hunt With Permission”, and “Hunt By Reservation”. 

For more information, contact workshop leader and Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) Private Lands 
Coordinator Don Larsen of Spokane at 509-323-2967 or don.larsen@dfw.wa.gov.    

“This gathering of wildlife managers is a unique opportunity for sharing ideas and experiences of real life implementation of 
conservation programs,” Larsen said. “Conservation of fish and wildlife and its habitat depends on cooperation among pri-
vate and public land managers. Government agencies are charged with managing fish and wildlife populations for the public, 
but much of the habitat these populations depend on is owned by individual landowners. With over half of Washington in 
private ownership, private landowners will have a lot to say about the future of our state’s fish and wildlife.” 

Wildlife conference in Pasco offers free conservation partnership 
workshops for producers, landowners - February 5 

WSDA is seeking a cap change to the Cottage Food Operations Law.  WSDA is supporting increase from $15,000 to $25,000 
of revenues generated through sales. 

The Cottage Food Operations Law, which took effect in 2012, allows individuals to prepare food in their home kitchens for 
sale directly to consumers, including baked goods like cookies or cakes, as well as jams, seasonings and herb mixes. 

The initial law placed a $15,000 cap on revenues generated by cottage food sales. However, after discussions with stakeholders 
and those home cooks with their own cottage food operations, WSDA supports raising that cap to $25,000.  

Legislation to increase the limit is expected. 

Click here for details on the Cottage Food Law and requirements. 

Cap changes being proposed for Cottage Food Law 
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Making Small Farms into Big Business, a study commissioned by the South Carolina Department of Agriculture, shows that the 
state's small farms could grow the economy, create jobs, build healthier communities, and increase revenue to $1.2 billion 
annually. Several private-sector groups and state agencies are working together on a strategic plan to implement study recom-
mendations such as developing food nodes and food hubs, encouraging local food purchasing, and educating consumers.  

Making Small Farms into Big Business Study (PDF 19.5mb)  

South Carolina Commissioner of Agriculture Hugh Weathers recently announced a $9.85 million investment plan for local 
foods, "Making Small Farms Big Business." 

In the context of this study, small farm cannot be defined simply by either its acreage, or the amount of food it sells. For this 
initiative, a “small farm” is one that participates directly in efforts that create new, relational commerce, and strategic partner-
ships trading locally produced food. State funding will be directed solely to this purpose. Check out the press release (small 
PDF) and summary of findings here: http://agriculture.sc.gov/content.aspx?ContentID=6003 

To view a profile of small farms in Washington State, check out this WSU Extension factsheet - Factsheet (PDF) 

Based on USDA criteria, 90% or 35,269 of Washington’s farms are considered small.   Small farms comprise 91% of all 
farms in the United States and account for over half of its farmland (USDA 2009b).  USDA National Commission on Small 
Farms defined small farms as “farms with less than $250,000 gross receipts annually on which day-to-day labor and manage-
ment are provided by the farmer and/or the farm family that owns the production or owns, or leases, the productive assets”  

Study shows economic impact of  small farms in South Carolina 

From Business Management Center at NW Farm Credit Services - Carl Sohn, BMC 
Business Facilitator 

Preparing an annual budget and reviewing it regularly are two of the most im-
portant and fundamental tasks of managing a successful business. Many producers keep an unwritten budget in their heads 
and have a good idea of the business’ general financial position, but this informal and unwritten process of tracking perform-
ance is not sufficient to make effective and timely decisions. 

Why a Written Budget? 
The budget is a critical information tool, and without a written form, it’s little more than a tool for semi-educated guessing. 
Click through for a few examples of why a written budget is so important. - Read More 

The Budget is Never Perfect - NW Farm Credit Services 

Harvesting sunlight for your stock 
Remote or off-grid power sources—including solar panels, mechanical windmills, wind turbines, and portable generators—
can pump water for livestock in locations where electricity from power lines is unavailable. By encouraging animals to move 
away from ponds and streams, these systems give livestock greater access to forage. They also reduce livestock pressure on 
stream banks, preventing nutrient loading, streamside vegetation damage, erosion, and pollution. 

Solar pumping works anywhere the sun shines, and most parts of the United States have plenty of sunlight to run these sys-
tems. Solar pumping is a natural match for summer grazing applications, since it pro-
duces the greatest volumes of water in sunny weather and during long summer 
days—exactly when animals need water the most. With proper precautions, solar 
pumping systems can be used during the winter months too, even though shorter 
daylight hours will cause reduced water output. 

Read more  

The National Sustainable Agriculture Information Service recently updated their pub-
lication Solar Powered Livestock Watering Systems.  The PDF is available by going 
to: https://attra.ncat.org/attra-pub/download.php?id=250 
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The League of Women Voters in Thurston County will hold a farmland preservation forum on January 23, 2014, 7:00 – 
9:00, at the United Churches of Olympia, 110 11th Avenue SE. The forum format will be a panel of local farm advocates 
talking about issues facing farmers in the county.  

The panel members and their main foci are: Erik Hagen, WSU Extension, -- an overview of farmland in Thurston County; 
Steven Drew, County Assessor, -- economic aspects of farming in Thurston County; Chris Wilcox, Owner of Wilcox Farms, 
-- a large farmer’s perspective; Lisa Smith, Executive Director of Enterprise for Equity, -- efforts to increase the number of 
small farms; Loretta Seppanen, Citizen Board Member, South of the Sound Community Farmland Trust, --efforts to pur-
chase and preserve farmland.  For further details go to www.lwvtc.org  or call (360) 754-4305. 

Farmland Preservation Forum in Thurston County 

WSU Kitsap County Extension will be offering its popular Ag Entrepreneurship Course on starting and sustaining a profit-
able small farm or agricultural enterprise beginning January 22nd.  Community members are invited to sign up for this inten-
sive, hands-on learning opportunity.  The course features a full line-up of local guest speakers: bankers, accountants, attor-
neys, and successful farm owners.  Participants will gain skills in business planning, direct marketing and record-keeping. 
They’ll also receive information on federal and state programs targeted to the needs of small producers, including resources 
to improve risk management and conservation practices.  

The course will be held Wednesday evenings from 6:30 to 9:00 pm at the Norm Dicks Government Center located at 345-6th 
Street in Bremerton.  To register for the Ag Entrepreneurship Course or for more information contact Diane Fish at 360-
337-7026, dfish@wsu.edu.  Registration information can also be viewed on the web at: http://county.wsu.edu/kitsap/.   

Farm Business Planning Course in Kitsap County to begin 

WSU Extension - Forest Stewardship Coached Planning program 

How do you know if your trees are healthy? Is your land at risk from invasive species or fire hazards? How do you remove 
trees without damaging your land? When selling logs, are you getting a fair deal or getting ripped off? WSU Extension’s For-
est Stewardship Coached Planning program will help you answer these questions and more. This comprehensive, university-
based forestry class will help you get the most out of the land you love. Whether you have just a few acres of woods or a 
large forest tract, if you have trees on your property, this class is for you.  

The class will be held on Wednesday evenings from 6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. starting April 23rd. 

The weekly class sessions will be live, interactive webinars, and there will also be 
a Saturday field trip to a local forest. Participants will receive an in-person con-
sultation at their property with a state service forester, a large notebook of refer-
ence materials and how-to guides, and other class materials. The course fee is 
$170 before April 8th, and $200 thereafter. Cost is per household/ownership. 

As part of this class WSU Extension will "coach" you in the writing of your own 
simple forestry plan that may qualify you for property tax reductions or conser-
vation cost-share grants.  Call 425-357-6023 or click here. 

WSU offers online class for owners of  wooded property 

USDA has introduced a centralized Web resource center for all the department's programs, services, and data that support 
organic agriculture. The Web resource can help producers learn about improved organic insurance, view organic commodity 
price reports and other economic data, and identify markets for their products. In addition, producers can access credit and 
cost-sharing assistance. 

Check it out by going to: http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?contentidonly=true&contentid=organic-
agriculture.html 

USDA Introduces Web Resource Center for Organic Agriculture 
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The Wallace Center at Winrock International recently released the report: Innovations in Local 
Food Enterprise: Fresh Ideas for a Just and Profitable Food System.  Innovations in Local Food 
Enterprise analyses and aggregates a collection of innovative solutions to overcoming difficult 
food access and food equity issues with a focus on market-based consumer-driven solutions for 
low-income underserved communities.  View the report here.  

The report addresses one of the most complex issues facing food access and regional food sys-
tem development allies today: how can consumer price and producer cost meet in ways that 
transition healthy, local food from a privilege to a right?   

The report is based on learning from the Healthy Urban Food Enterprise Development 
(HUFED) Center and from the work of others who are creating and implementing market-
based and non-market-based food access solutions in a very hands-on, practical way.   

Report: Innovations in Local Food Enterprise 

The Kittitas Valley Event Center is pleased to announce the launching of a new event Field to Fork, to be hosted at the 
Kittitas Valley Event Center, February 22 and 23, 2014.  

Field to Fork is a sustainable agriculture conference focused on serving the Inland Northwest farming region and meeting 
the needs of people who desire a stronger local food system.  Farmer-to-farmer and farmer-to-consumer events such as this 
support research, education and project development. 

Field to Fork will offer two days of workshops, classes, educational speakers, food experiences, as well as a marketplace 
geared to the forward leaning, motivated, consumer who wants to take command of their own food chain. 

The Marketplace will feature vendors with items specializing in farming, harvesting, preserving, and cooking, as well as sev-
eral informational and educational booths.   

Industry experts will host a variety of sessions on topics ranging from management, small business marketing, animal hus-
bandry, food preservation, water and land use, new farmer pitfalls, current trends, and much more.  

Vendor spaces are available.  Please contact the Kittitas Valley Event Center at eventcenter@co.kittitas.wa.us for a vendor 
application.  

Registration to attend the conference will begin in January, available through the Kittitas Valley Event Center.   

Field to Fork conference coming to Ellensburg - Feb 22-23 

WSU Snohomish County Extension in partnership with the WSU Small Farms Team, USDA, and Snohomish Conservation 
District will again offer Cultivating Success: Agricultural Entrepreneurship and Farm Business Planning to help new 
and current farmers gain skills in business planning and direct marketing. 

New this year, thanks to a grant from the USDA, they’ll be using web technology to simulcast the course between two 
Puget Sound locations so more students can participate closer to home. In addition, the course will be taught using the same 
updated curriculum in other locations around the state. 

The Puget Sound course runs Tuesday evenings January 14, 2014 through April 1, 2014 from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. along 
with three Saturday seminars on focused topics. The central Puget Sound course will be held at WSU Snohomish County 
Extension’s Cougar Auditorium in McCollum Park, 600 128th St SE, Everett, WA. In the south Puget Sound area, the course 
will be held at WSU Puyallup REC’s Chicona Conference Room,  2606 W Pioneer, Puyallup, WA.  

For a list of other course locations and dates around the state, visit www.cultivatingsuccess.org. 

Cultivating Success Is Growing Profitable Farms 
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Save the date: January 29, 2014! The Washington Recreation and Conservation Office will hold an Application Workshop 
Webinar to provide information about the 2014 grants application cycle for recreation, farmland, and habitat conservation 
projects. The workshop will include general information about the process, programs, types of projects, schedule, and im-
portant changes for the upcoming grant round.   More details will be announced in January. If you would like to be sure you 
receive the announcement please send your name, organization, telephone number, and e-mail to cindy.gower@rco.wa.gov.  

Recreation and Conservation Grants Workshop - Jan 29 

Saving America's Farms and Farmland: Celebrating 40 Years of Farmland Preservation - A Two-Day National 
Conference - May 12 and 13, 2014 | Hershey, PA  

Topics include: How PDR/PACE strengthens the local economy; easement monitoring and stewardship; appraising & 
valuation issues; land use planning for agriculture; legal & tax issues of conservation easements; allowed uses on preserved 
farms; keeping preserved farms affordable; beginning farmers & 'critical farms' programs; aiding farm transition; transfer of 
development rights (TDR); funding & innovative finance; navigating and getting the most from federal program assistance; 
the research agenda; and many more!   More details at conference homepage here.  Download Conference Flyer (PDF)  

Save the Date: National Farmland Preservation Conference 

USDA- ERS by Richard Stillman, Lauren Gwin, and Arion Thiboumery  

USDA recently published an online article examining local meat marketing and 
processing.  In recent decades, consumers have become increasingly interested 
in local food, including local meat and poultry. To meet this demand, local 
meat producers need access to appropriately scaled processing facilities with 
the skills, inspection status, and other attributes to handle these products safely, legally, and to customer specifications.  

View the full article here.   Highlights include: 

 Consumers demand for local food continues to rise, and meat and poultry are part of the trend. 

 Farmers and others point to processing as a critical bottleneck limiting the local meat and poultry sector, calling for new 
processing plants to be built. 

 Small and very small processors essential to local meat supply chains do not have enough steady, consistent business to 
keep skilled workers and expensive equipment fully utilized, reducing profitability and limiting expansion of services. 

Solving Processing Issues a Key to Successful Local Meat Marketing 
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Job Opportunities 
Tacoma Farmers Market is hiring for 2 leadership posi-

tions: Market Director and Operations Manager.  

Location: Tacoma, Washington 

Application Deadline: January 15, 2014 

Tacoma Farmers Market (TFM) a 501c (4) nonprofit organi-
zation operating three seasonal farmers markets in the Ta-
coma metropolitan area.  The Director is responsible for high
-level relationship building, fundraising, and working with the 
Board on overall policy direction. The Operations Manager is 
responsible for daily market operations, including supervising 
staff and financial oversight. Both positions are responsible 
for developing strong relationships with our farmers and 
other vendors.   

Marketing Director (PDF)  

Operations Manager (PDF) 

Qualified candidates should submit their resume, cover letter 
and three references to jobs@tacomafarmersmarket.com by 
January 15, 2014. Salary is DOE, and includes benefits. The 
Tacoma Farmers Market is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 
Questions: jobs@tacomafarmersmarket.com  

Evergreen State College Faculty Position in              
Food Systems 

The Evergreen State College seeks a faculty member with 
expertise in sustainable food systems and food justice.  Re-
view of complete applications begins on January 17, 
2014.  They will accept application materials until finalists are 
selected. Applicants must be able to teach topics related to 
food sovereignty and food security through the lens of food/
agricultural policy, production, distribution, trade or con-
sumption at the local, regional and global level. The success-
ful applicant should have a demonstrated ability to teach 
food and agricultural policy in a historical context. In addi-
tion, the successful candidate must have experience in com-
munity food advocacy. The preferred candidate would have 
experience teaching from more than one disciplinary perspec-
tive; teaching diverse and under-represented populations; and 
demonstrable experience in pursuing innovative teaching 
practices. Candidates with a documented understanding of 
and experience with the barriers, challenges, and benefits of 
developing a functional, locally focused food system is highly 
desirable. 

Follow this link for qualifications and details! (PDF) 

Ecotrust is hiring a part-time Farm to School Assistant  

Position: Farm to School Assistant (part-time) 

Location: Portland, Oregon 

Duration: Jan 2014 - Dec 2014 

Anticipated Start Date: January 2014 

Application Deadline: January 15, 2014 

The Farm to School Assistant will work directly with the 
Farm to School Manager and Farm to School Coordinator to 
support a variety of programmatic activities in 2014. She/he 
will assist with project implementation, and provide adminis-
trative support to the Program Manager. 

Phone inquiries are politely declined. 

Oxbow Farm and Education Center seeking            
Farm Education Assistant 

Farm Education Assistant details (PDF) 

Oxbow is a 25 acre organic farm, education center, and na-
tive plant nursery located on a 100-acre wilderness preserve 
in the Snoqualmie Valley, 25 miles east of Seattle. The farm 
supports a 400 member CSA, sells at 3 farmers markets, and 
supplies over 30 restaurants and 3 grocery stores with local, 
organic produce. The education center, which has a working 
farm and Living Playground, is committed to teaching young 
children about sustainable agriculture and the environment. 
At Oxbow, children see firsthand where their food comes 
from, where salmon spawn, and understand why we need to 
protect both. We also actively work with a number of non-
profit organizations to restore the native habitat and vegeta-
tion along our river banks. 

This is a full time, 10 month position. Deadline is     
January 31st, 2014. 

Please send cover letter and resume with 3 references to 
sarah@oxbow 
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Farm Incubator Toolkit Released 

The National Incubator Farm Training 
Initiative has released The Farm Incuba-
tor Toolkit. The toolkit brings together 
the real-world experiences of practitio-
ners in the field of land-based training 
and support programs for small-scale 
sustainable farmers. The publication is a 
resource for both developing and estab-
lished farm incubator programs. Supple-
mentary budgets and curriculum exam-
ples are also online.  

You can download the entire NIFTI 
Farm Incubator Toolkit here (3.2 MB)  

Succession Planning Webinar now 
available 

Rich Thornton, CPA & Firm Director 
of Wealth Services, Moss Adams, LLP, 
recently gave a webinar on Succession 
Planning. The webinar recording is 
available by clicking the following link: 

Rich Thornton 12/2/13 Webinar Re-
cording 

This webinar was hosted by Northwest 
Farm Credit Service.  To sign up for 
future Northwest FCS webinars click 
here. 

Two free online marketing courses 
offered by University of Nebraska 

University of Nebraska-Lincoln Exten-
sion Entrepreneurship is offering two 
free marketing courses online. Market-
ing AgriTourism Online is aimed at 
helping rural-based agriculture develop 
agritourism opportunities. With another 
course, eTailing - Taking Charge of 
Your Online Presence, small business 
owners can expand their geographical 
reach.  

Registration and more details available 
at: http://liferaydemo.unl.edu/web/
etraining/eworkshops 

In Short 

New report highlights farm to school legislation and laws 
The National Farm to School Network is excited to share a new report, State Farm to School Legislative Survey: 2002-
2013 (PDF 10.3mb) which documents all farm to school-related legislation proposed or enacted by states since 2002. The 
report provides a summary of each bill as well as charts categorizing bills by type. The report makes evident themes and dif-
ferences in state approaches to developing and implementing farm to school programming and can serve as a resource for 
those looking to draft new legislation.  

Market Access Program - Brand Promotion 
The Market Access Program (MAP) Brand Promotion was designed for small businesses that desire 
financial support to launch a new branded export effort. For accepted participants, the Western 
United States Agricultural Association (WUSATA) reimburses up to 50% of certain international mar-
keting and promotion expenses, including eligible tradeshows, in-store displays, and required label 
changes. Small companies must export a branded product that is at least 50% U.S. agricultural origin 
by weight.   

WUSATA is a non-profit organization dedicated to helping Western U.S. agribusinesses explore, enter 
and expand into the global marketplace. In conjunction with their 13 Member States and funding 

from the USDA’s Market Access Program (MAP), they provide a range of services to facilitate trade between local food 
companies and importers around the world. WUSTA is now accepting applications for their 2014 Branded Program, which 
reimburses companies 50% of eligible international marketing expenses.   

Applications are accepted until funding is exhausted. Details available at: http://goo.gl/eZkpRR 

DNR Agriculture and Grazing Lease Viewer Introduced 
The Agriculture and Grazing Lease Viewer is now available for use and can be accessed on DNR’s Leasing for Agriculture 
web page.  The viewer helps you locate agriculture and grazing leases that will soon be avail-
able for bid. Clicking on a state parcel shown on the map will display information and links to 
more about that parcel. If no information is displayed, the parcel is either not being leased or 
is not currently available for bid.    Learn more here! 

Current leases up for auction can be viewed here 
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WASHINGTON STATE CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

“Our mission is to promote the vitality of farming, farmers, and ranchers by en-
suring that we will continue to have productive agricultural lands in Washing-
ton State. We will achieve this through policy recommendations to the Gover-
nor, the Legislature, the Office of Farmland Preservation and others and by 
enlisting public support. Programs will be voluntary, recognize local priorities, 
and provide for economic incentives.”  

Mark Your Calendars 
Save the Date—2014 Farmers Market 

Association Annual Conference 

Friday, Jan. 31-Feb 2, Heathman Lodge, 
Vancouver WA. Click here for details. 

Save the date now and plan to attend 
the 2014 WSFMA Conference.  A ro-
bust agenda of workshops and speakers, 
including some fun new opportunities 
to interact with conference attendees, 
sponsors, exhibitors, and experts is in 
the works!  

Field to Fork conference in           
Ellensburg, Feb 22-23  

Field to Fork is a sustainable agriculture 
conference focused on serving the 
Inland Northwest farming region and 
meeting the needs of people who desire 
a stronger local food system.  Farmer-to
-farmer and farmer-to-consumer events 
such as this support research, education 
and project development.  Registration 
details here:  

WSU Basic Plus Cheese making 
short course 

Feb 19-21- in Lynden, WA.  Registra-
tion for the class is available here. 

Basic Cheesemaking Course (PDF) 

This 3-day offering is intended for be-
ginning cheesemakers serious about 
pursuing Cheesemaking as a business 
activity as a business activity at the 
farmstead or artisan level.  

Food Ingredient Technology Short 
Course - Feb 26 

Double Tree Hilton Hotel Airport - 
18740 International Blvd, Seattle 

This is an introductory course on Food 
Ingredient Technology. The short 
course provides an overview of major 
food ingredients that are used in proc-
essed foods.   

Agenda here.  Registration details here. 

2014 Country Living Expo &         
Cattlemen’s Winter School - Jan 25 

Stanwood High School, January 25 

Attend classes on a multitude of topics, 
network with other small farmers, enjoy 
a prime rib lunch and visit with local 
agricultural businesses offering you ser-
vice.   http://skagit.wsu.edu/
CountryLivingExpo/index.htm 

 

The Changing Face of Agriculture - 
February 20-21, 2014 

USDA’s Agricultural Outlook Forum 
brings together the agricultural commu-
nity to discuss policy, trade, science, 
rural development, and the economic 
outlook for the coming year.  In the 
past, sessions have been shown online.  
Check here for updates.  

Speakers and panels participants here. 

Research and Extension Funding 
Available through AFRI 

USDA’s National Institute for Food 
and Agriculture released a new RFA for 
research, education, and extension 
grants for “foundational programs” 
within the Agriculture and Food Re-
search Initiative.  At least $82m will be 
available, and quite possibly a bit more 
once agricultural appropriations for 
2014 are finalized by Congress in the 
coming weeks.  The deadline for sub-
mission of letters of intent are due, for 
many but not all of the subprograms, by 
February 19, so it is imperative that in-
terested parties begin engaging with the 
application process as quickly as possi-
ble.  Details here 

USDA Rural Business Enterprise 
Grant Program 

USDA Rural Development in Washing-
ton state is accepting applications for 
the Rural Business Enterprise Grant 
Program, which provides funds to fi-
nance and facilitate development of 
small and emerging businesses in rural 
areas of the state.  

Those applications received at USDA 
Rural Development State Office in 
Olympia by the close of business on 
Jan. 31 will be considered for Fiscal 
Year 2014 funding.  

Grant details here 

Contact the state office directly for 
more information. 

Update: USDA Farm to School 
Grant Request for Applications 

USDA expects to release the next re-
quest for applications for FY 2015 Farm 
to School Grant funding in early 2014. 
In 2013, the application period for FY 
2014 funds opened in early February 
and closed at the end of April. USDA 
anticipates a similar timeline in 2014.  

For more information, please visit their 
website.  

View the list of FY 2014 awardees here.  
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