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The Washington State legislature is nearing the end of this years 60 day session which 
began January 13.  March 13 marks the completion unless it goes to extra innings.  At 
this point in the session, committees are hearing opposite house bills with March 7 
being a key day that essentially all policy bills need to have been moved from commit-
tees and on to Rules where they can then be brought forward for a full vote.    

Dozens of  bills we have been tracking have been left behind with a few key bills re-
maining that are of interest to farmland preservation interests.  These bills are listed 
below. For more details on each measure, select the hyperlinked bill number to visit 
the bill page where you can track progress, votes, amendments, schedules, and more.   

 ESHB 2306 - Concerning current use valuation for farm and agricultural land.   

Brief summary: This bill was amended via a striking amendment in the House prior to a 97-0 floor vote.  The summary is 
that the Department of Revenue will conduct a study to evaluate and make recommendations on improving the current for 
farm and agricultural lands, with an emphasis on the viability of small farms. The report must specifically include recommen-
dations to update program eligibility requirements, recommendations to modify the program based on current farming prac-
tices, and recommendations to allow small farm home sites to qualify for current use valuation. 

 SHB 2454 - Developing a water quality trading program in Washington 

Brief Summary: This amended bill was passed off the House floor 93-5 and is currently in the Senate Rules commitee where 
it can be brought to the Senate floor for a full vote.  The bill was amended to have the State Conservation Commission, in 
partnership with the Department of Ecology, build upon the conservation market report it delivered to the Legislature in 
2009 and further explore whether there are a sufficient number of potential buyers and sellers for a water quality trading pro-
gram to be successful in watersheds where total maximum daily loads have been established. The assessment must be con-
ducted in coordination with other interested entities. 

 E2SHB 2493 - Concerning current use valuation for land primarily used for commercial horticultural purposes.   

Brief Summary: This bill was passed from the House floor  98-0.  The Senate agriculture committee passed an amended ver-
sion of the bill to Senate Ways and Means.  The amended bill provides that land used primarily for commercial horticulture is 
included within the definition of the farm and agricultural land use classification. Commercial horticultural practices that qual-
ify for farm and agricultural use classification include the indoor or outdoor growing of seedlings, trees, fruits, vegetables, and 
other plants in containers.  Certain limitations are placed on commercial horticultural lands that can qualify for the farm and 
agricultural use classification. 

 SSB 5123 - Establishing a farm internship program 

Brief Summary: Creates a farm internship pilot project similar to the 2010-2011 pilot project, and allows participation by 
small farms in Chelan, Grant, Island, Jefferson, King, Kitsap, Kittitas, Lincoln, Pierce, San Juan, Skagit, Snohomish, Spokane, 
Thurston, Whatcom, and Yakima counties. 

  ESB 6549 - Creating demonstration projects for preserving ag land and public infrastructure in flood plains.   

Brief Summary: Establishes a stakeholder group to be jointly staffed by the State Conservation Commission, and the De-
partments of Agriculture, Ecology, WDFW, and Natural Resources to participate in the implementation and facilitation of 
sediment management demonstration projects to accomplish the following three goals: (1) protection of agricultural lands;   
(2) restoration or enhancement of fish runs; and (3) protection of public infrastructure and recreational access. 

2014 State Legislature nearing completion (March 13) 
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The National Agricultural Statistics Service recently released a partial list of the 2012 Census of Agriculture.  The full data set 
can be accessed by going to http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2012/.  This first wave included data on farm 
numbers, land in farms and farmer demographics. 

The below is a first glance analysis of some of the key data points for Washington state. 

 In WA, land in farms declined by 224,000 acres to 14,748,120 acres, a decline of 1.5% from 2007. 

 The average WA farm size grew by 15 acres to 396 acres. 

 WA farm numbers show a 5% decline since 2007, down 2,035 to 37,249 in 2012.  

 The number of 1-9 acre WA farms increased 14% to 10,559 and now makes up nearly 30% of all farms.  Farms 10 to 
over 1000 acres all saw declines.  

 WA farms in the 500-999 acre category saw the biggest decline (down almost 13%) to 1,508 farms.   

 The market value of WA agricultural products sold grew by nearly 35% to over $9 billion.  

 WA farms in the economic class of $1,000,000 or more grew by 344 farms, the only increase in economic class numbers. 

 WA farming as a primary occupation declined by 2% 

 WA farmers under 25 grew by nearly 25% to 181.  This age category makes up half a percent of all farmers in WA. 

 WA farmers 25-64 all saw declines, while farmers 65 and older are grew. 

 WA Latino origin famers saw an increase of 14% to 1,874 farmers.  This demographic now represents 5% of all farmers, 
up from 4% in 2007. 

 The average age of WA farmers increased from 57 in 2007 to 58.8 in 2012. 

Washington State 2012 USDA Census of  Ag released 

A recently released South Carolina Agricultural Department study, “Making Small Farms Into Big Business,” calls for a 
nearly $10 million, three-year program to organize food nodes across the state where farmers can cooperate in growing pro-
duce for local consumption. The study found that the state's small farms have potential to grow the economy, create jobs, 
and build healthier communities, and estimates that farmers can capture $1.2 billion a year by reversing the current trend of 
importing 90% of South Carolina’s food purchases. 

The primary focus of the report is to recommend investments that will foster the production, processing, and sale of locally 
produced fruits and vegetables in local markets, because this sector of the farming industry has the lowest barriers to entry. 
Also, it focuses on strategies that will do the most to assist small farmers. 

For this initiative, a “small farm” was defined as one that participates directly in efforts that create new, relational commerce, 
and strategic partnerships trading locally produced food. 

Download the report by going to: Making Small Farms into Big Business (19.5mb PDF) 

New Study: Making Small Farms into Big Business 

WSDA is pleased to offer three upcoming opportunities for farmers and distributors who offer Washington-grown food, to 
meet school food purchasers, learn about schools' purchasing rules and needs, and explore relationships for sales, distribu-
tion and education.  These 1-hour events will provide a basic overview of local food purchasing and plenty of time to share 
your product offerings with school buyers!  Download the event flyer here.   

WSDA is offering this FREE networking session in 3 locations:  Tri-Cities, Spokane, and Ellensburg.  

Follow the registration link for the location where you would like to attend.  Registration links are provided below.  

Tri Cities (Mar 18) - Register Here   Spokane (Mar 19) - Register Here    Ellensburg (Mar 20) - Register Here 

For more information contact Acacia Larson at alarson@agr.wa.gov 

Farm to School Vendor Networking Sessions 
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Article: Agricultural Productivity 
Growth in the United States. 

A recent USDA examination of US agri-
cultural productivity growth found that 
between 1948-2011, total farm produc-
tion more than doubled.  In 2012, U.S. 
agricultural exports accounted for nearly 
12 percent of the world exports and its 
agricultural imports accounted for 
nearly 9 percent of the world’s total im-
ports.    To read more in depth about 
farm input costs and productivity, go to:  

Amber Waves Article - Ag Productivity 

RFQ - City of Yakima                  
Public Market/Mixed Use Incubator 

Feasibility Study 

The City of Yakima, Washington is re-
questing Statements of Qualifications 
from qualified firms or individuals to 
complete a feasibility study on the po-
tential to develop a public market/
Mixed Use incubator within the City. 

Sealed submittals are due March 21. 

Download a PDF of the RFQ at the 
following link: http://goo.gl/q90RYs 

USDA New Long Term Agricultural 
Projections 

The USDA recently released new 10-
year projections which cover crop and 
livestock commodities, trade, and in-
come through 2023.  The projections do 
not represent a forecast, but a condi-
tional, long-run scenario based on spe-
cific assumptions.  Projections data are 
available as Excel spreadsheets here. 

Background on USDA's long-term pro-
jections and past issues of the report are 
available on the ERS website. 

In Short 

Report - Food Hubs: Solving Local 
Small-farm aggregators scale up with larger buyers  

The nationwide growth of regional food systems takes another forward step with a recent release of 
the Wallace Center report “Food Hubs: Solving Local" (accessible at ngfn.org/solvinglocal).   

The report presents five case studies that show how small-farm aggregators and food retailers and 
distributors are teaming up to bring local food into larger-scale wholesale channels. Known as re-
gional food hubs, the small-farm aggregators are helping industry partners meet growing consumer 
demand for food that comes with local economic, environmental, and social benefits. 

The report’s target audience is executives at companies trying to navigate the tricky territory be-
tween smaller farms and larger markets. The key finding is that food hub partnerships enable indus-

try innovators to pull safe and reliable quantities of small-volume product through large-volume wholesale channels. Hubs 
also help define “local” by building market bridges between community-based interests and larger commercial outlets. 

The Washington State Department of Agriculture (WSDA) recently adopted an emergency rule requiring all swine entering 
the state to carry evidence the animals are free of the Porcine Epidemic Diarrhea (PED) virus, a disease which can make 
adult pigs ill and be fatal to suckling piglets. The new rule takes effect immediately and will remain in force for at least 120 
days.  There is no public health risk from the PED virus because it cannot be transferred to other animals or humans. It is 
also not transferred through pork products. However, the disease can be fatal to piglets three weeks old and younger.  

For questions, visit WSDA’s webpage on the PED virus or contact the State Veterinarian’s Office at 360-902-1881. To ob-
tain a permit for importing livestock, including pigs, call WSDA at 360-902-1878. 

Pigs entering Washington must be free of  PED virus 

Currently making its way through the legislative process is SHB 2410, a measure that would cre-
ate a competitive equipment assistance grant program to enhance student nutrition in public 
schools.  The bill would create the Apple a Day program within OSPI.  This equipment assistance 
grant program would be established to enhance student nutrition in public schools.  Funding pri-
ority would be given to public schools that are engaged in farm-to-school efforts and support 
Washington farmers by purchasing Washington grown food when available. 

Bill in WA legislature aims to fund school kitchen equipment  
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Women Food & Ag Network seeks 
Executive Director 

Women, Food and Agriculture Network 
(WFAN), a 501(c)3 non-profit organiza-
tion, is seeking a new executive director 
to take our growing network to the next 
level and expand this network to engage 
more women involved in all aspects of 
healthy food and farming.  

To view qualifications, compensation, 
and a description, go to: http://
wfan.org/executive-director-opening/ 

Vashon Farmers Market needs a new 
Manager 

The Vashon Island Farmers Market is 
looking for a new market manager to 
replace the current manager. The long-
standing market is open 8 months of 
the year and the position is year-round, 
part-time.  Application deadline is 
March 10.  The previous manager will 
provide training.   Details in the follow-
ing PDFs.  

Position Description (PDF)  

Position Advertisement (PDF) 

Tilth Producers is Hiring for an  
education coordinator and member 

services coordinator 

Tilth Producers of WA is currently hir-
ing for two positions. 

View the details of each position by se-
lecting the job opportunity below. 

Education Coordinator and  
Member Services Coordinator 

Application deadline is March 7, 
2014. 

Job Opportunities 

NW Ag Business Center - Pastured Poultry Production Class 

THIS CLASS REPEATS ON THREE DATES:  

March 10th: Skagit Farmers Burlington Main Office: 1833 Park Ln, Burlington, WA 98233 

March 17th:  WSU Snohomish County:  600 128th St SE, Everett, WA 98208 

March 24: WSU Whatcom County: 1000 N Forest St, Bellingham, WA 98225 

This workshop is for both current producers considering scaling up their production and those investigating entrance into 
this promising sector of the poultry industry. Workshop presenters will discuss how to safely, profitably, and legally raise 
meat birds.  Learn about the pros and cons associated with raising meat birds and how to effectively evaluate the enterprise 
before getting started.  Topics include breeds, chick sourcing and creating an on-farm hatchery, husbandry tips for commer-
cial pastured poultry production, building a healthy pasture forage system, poultry nutrition overview, risk management, and 
requirements for on-farm WSDA processing.   

Registration details are available by going to: http://goo.gl/v45ycg 

The 2013 State Indicator Report on Fruits & Vegetables, released by the Center for Disease Control, provides national and 
state-level information on how many fruits and vegetables people are eating, and highlights key areas within communities 
and schools that can be improved to increase fruit and vegetable access, availability, and affordability. 

Download a copy of the report by going to: 2013 State Indicator Report (PDF) 

View previous state indicator reports released by the CDC by going to: http://www.cdc.gov/obesity/resources/reports.html 

CDC: 2013 State Indicator Report on Fruits & Vegetables 

USDA ERS recently released the latest data concerning the farm income forecast, including the forecasts for the income 
statement for the U.S. farm sector, value added, cash receipts and value of production, government payments, farm produc-
tion expenses, and the balance sheet. Included are historical U.S. and State-level farm income and wealth statistics. Histori-
cal/State data cover the topics of net value added and net farm income, net cash income, cash receipts and value of produc-
tion, government payments, farm production expenses, and the balance sheet.   

To view these updated numbers, go to: http://goo.gl/MbyGj5 

Economic Research Service releases new Farm Income numbers 

http://wfan.org/�
http://wfan.org/executive-director-opening/�
http://wfan.org/executive-director-opening/�
http://wfan.org/executive-director-opening/�
http://wfan.org/executive-director-opening/�
http://ofp.scc.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/2014-VIGA-FMM-Job+Description-August-1.pdf�
http://ofp.scc.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/FMM-2014-advertisement.pdf�
http://goo.gl/NIWMOR�
http://goo.gl/Z34EtY�
http://goo.gl/v45ycg�
http://www.cdc.gov/nutrition/downloads/State-Indicator-Report-Fruits-Vegetables-2013.pdf�
http://www.cdc.gov/obesity/resources/reports.html�
http://goo.gl/MbyGj5�


The Natural Resources Conservation Service recently announced March 21 is the application cut-off date for several Envi-
ronmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) statewide initiatives.  To learn more or to apply, contact your local service 
center: NRCS WA Service Center Locator 

EQIP Organic Initiative: Funding is available to organic producers and those transitioning to organic production in Wash-
ington. to plan and install conservation measures such as buffer strips, conservation crop rotation, cover crops, field borders, 
mulching, nutrient management, pest management, residue management, and more. 

EQIP High Tunnel Initiative: Ag producers may apply for financial assistance and technical expertise to plan and install 
Seasonal High Tunnels and other conservation practices to facilitate an extended growing season and improve soil health. 

EQIP Energy Initiative: Intended to assist producers in conserving energy on their farms through an Agriculture Energy 
Management Plan (AgEMPs), also known as on-farm energy audits and provide assistance to implement various recom-
mended measures identified in the energy audit. 

Cut-off  date for EQIP statewide initiatives set for March 21 
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Attention Ag Students: Scholarship Opportunity 
Applications due March 19 - Nearly $50,000 awarded annually from $500 awards to $5000 recurring awards!   

The Washington State Potato Foundation is again offering an “Excellence in Agriculture Scholarship” to interested candi-
dates.  The Excellence in Ag Scholarship Program is intended to attract top-notch college students who are committed to 
lend their talents, education and initiative to improve, maintain, and bolster the agriculture (specifically potato) industry. Can-
didates should have a passion and willingness to work and attain a career that benefits the WA/OR potato industry and pro-
motes pride in the agriculture industry.   Check out the following link for details and how to apply.   

http://www.potatofoundation.org/uploads/1/3/8/1/13811251/scholarship_app_2014-fillable_final.pdf 

Dept. of  Ecology forms new advisory committee 
The Washington Department of Ecology is creating a new agriculture and water quality advisory com-
mittee.  The first meeting is scheduled for March 19, 2014 at Ecology's offices in Lacey. Meetings 
will be open to the public and locations will alternate between eastern and western Washington.   

Ecology is reaching out to expand upon and improve working relationships with agricultural landowners 
and livestock producers. The aim is to provide an open forum for dialogue ensuring both water quality 
protection and a healthy agricultural industry.  Ecology has invited livestock producers, wheat and other 
crop growers, environmental groups and tribes to join the group.    

Information will be posted, as it becomes available, regarding the advisory committee on this website: 

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/nonpoint/Agriculture/index.html 

Establishing a New “Made In Rural America” Export and Investment Initiative 

President Obama recently directed his Administration, working through the White House Rural Council, to lead a new 'Made 
in Rural America' export and investment initiative. This initiative is charged with bringing together federal resources to help 
rural businesses and leaders take advantage of new investment opportunities and access new customers and markets abroad. 

Specifically, the President has instructed his Rural Council – in coordination with the USDA, the U.S. Department of Com-
merce, the Small Business Administration, the Export-Import Bank, the Office of the United States Trade Representative, 
and other agencies – to commit to connecting more rural businesses of all types to export information and assistance 
through a comprehensive strategy including the following specific commitments, to be provided over the next nine months.   

To view these specific commitments, go to: Fact Sheet: Opportunity for All: Establishing a New “Made In Rural America” 
Export and Investment Initiative 
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WASHINGTON STATE CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

“Our mission is to promote the vitality of farming, farmers, and ranchers by en-
suring that we will continue to have productive agricultural lands in Washing-
ton State. We will achieve this through policy recommendations to the Gover-
nor, the Legislature, the Office of Farmland Preservation and others and by 
enlisting public support. Programs will be voluntary, recognize local priorities, 
and provide for economic incentives.”  

Mark Your Calendars 
3rd Annual NW WA Sustainable Ag 
Conference - March 7 - Bellingham 

This conference will once again high-
light issues important to produce and 
livestock farmers in Northwest Wash-
ington, with sessions on food safety/
GAP/FSMA, fertility management, ani-
mal feeds, livestock economics, and 
plant disease management.   

Information and registration details 
here 

WSU Women in Ag Conference - 
March 15, 8am - 4pm 

This year’s conference will be held in 
multiple locations across Washington, 
Idaho and Oregon—on the same day—
including, Puyallup, Port Townsend, 
Spokane, Yakima, Bremerton, Mount 
Vernon and more! Email Donna at 
donna.rolen@wsu.edu (or call 
509.745.8531) for updates and details on 
the conference.  Check the conference 
web page for more information.  

Drip Irrigation Workshop         
March 14, Lynden WA 

A 4.5 hour workshop is planned focus-
ing on drip irrigation principles and 
practices. Four regional and national 
experts will cover a variety of topics that 
include: System Design, System Compo-
nents, Irrigation Efficiency and tech-
nologies in Small Fruit Production, Irri-
gation System Operation and Mainte-
nance.  Details here. 

Ties to the Land  
Succession Planning for Farm & 

Forest Landowners 

Thursdays, Mar 6 and 13; 5:00-9:00 PM  
Everett, WA.  Register at Brown Paper 
Tickets or contact Holly Thompson at 
(425) 357-6022 or hollynthomp-
son@wsu.edu.  

Ties to the Land information available 
at: http://tiestotheland.org/  

Pacific NW Direct Farm Marketing 
Association - Tour, March 13-15 

Join the Association as they tour agri-
tourism farms in British Columbia and 
learn from area farmers. Farm visits 
include Milner Valley Cheese,  Birch-
wood Dairy, Meadows Maze, Kensing-
ton Alpacas, Glorious Organics Co-
operative, Maan Farms Market and Es-
tate Winery and more! Details here.    

CSA Expert Exchange              
Online Conference - March 7 

The first day of this two-day online con-
ference will focus on issues relevant to 
beginning farmers and those just getting 
started in CSA. The main event on 
March 7 will consist of sessions on top-
ics such as marketing and social media, 
legal issues surrounding CSAs, crop 
planning, and CSA coalitions.  Details 

RFA - Food Hub Development 
Grants 

The Strengthening Small-Scale Sus-
tainable Farming and Local Food 
Systems by Accelerating Food Hub 
Development program, funded by 
Walmart Foundation, is an initiative to 
support food hub development and 
build capacity among small and mid-size 
farms throughout the U.S. to access 
regional markets, with an emphasis on 
targeting minority and female farmers.  

Details and more at the following link. 

Download Request for Applications 
(PDF).  

Applications due March 30, 2014 

Fund-a-Farmer Grant 

The Fund-a-Farmer Project awards 
grants for projects that help family 
farmers transition to pasture-based sys-
tems, improve the marketing of their 
humane products, or more generally 
enrich the conditions in which the farm 
animals are raised. Fund-a-Farmer will 
provide 15 grants of up to $2,500 to 
qualifying livestock and poultry farmers. 

More information here. 

Applications must be postmarked by 
May 1, 2014.  

USDA Farm to School Grants to 
Continue Efforts to Increase Local 

Foods in Eligible Schools 

USDA recently announced the release 
of a request for applications for the 
third round of USDA's Farm to School 
grants, including the addition of a new 
funding track. These grants help eligible 
schools improve the health and wellbe-
ing of their students and connect with 
local agricultural producers. 

Learn more about applying, types of 
grants, upcoming webinars, and more 
by going to: FY 2015 Farm to School 
Grant Program Funds 
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