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WA Labor and Industries Press Release - Available here 

A first-in-the-nation effort to support farming's future restarted July 1 in an 
expanded and extended format. 

The Farm Internship Project brings small farms together with people who 
want to learn farming practices. The Washington State Department of Labor 
& Industries first introduced the effort in 2010. 

Prior to the internships, small farms exchanged informal on-farm education for stipend or volunteer labor. This put both 
farms and workers at risk because of the lack of insurance to protect against injury. 

Under this project, interns have workers' compensation protection along with the opportunity for a valuable education and 
hands-on experience in farming activities. 

The project is based on the success of a 2010-11 pilot project in Skagit and San Juan counties. The effort has been extended 
through December 2017 and now includes 16 counties: Chelan, Grant, Island, Jefferson, King, Kitsap, Kittitas, Lincoln, 
Pierce, San Juan, Skagit, Snohomish, Spokane, Thurston, Whatcom and Yakima. 

Application information for these internships is available at: Washington Farm Bureau, 360-581-8153; Washington Sustain-
able Food & Farming Network, 360-336-9694; or Tilth Producers of Washington, 206-632-7506. Information is also available 
online at www.lni.wa.gov/FarmInternProject. 

First-in-nation farm internship project expands across state 

Full update available by going to: https://www.northwestfcs.com/Resources/Land-Values 

Land values were mostly stable in Idaho, Montana, Oregon, and Washington during the first half of 2014. The limited supply 
of agricultural lands on the open market continues to result in reduced sales in many areas of the Northwest region. This lim-
ited supply, coupled with steady demand, led to increasing land values for 2013. 

Market activity for Washington was stable to decreasing over the past six months. While sales have slowed, prices for most 
land classes remain strong. Demand is good from local farmers seeking to expand their operations; however, properties sold 
at auction have shown strong interest from institutional investors and large corporate farms. The strength of the overall agri-
cultural economy continues to support land prices throughout the state. Demand from livestock operations for forage and 
grain has supported the increasing values of lower quality land. 

Orchards and land with high orchard development potential in Central Washington are seeing continued strong demand. 
Market activity has been limited by a lack of available good quality tracts for sale. Investor interest remains strong with many 
cash buyers, but very few sales are occurring due to a lack of willing sellers. Sales of open land in the Yakima Valley are in-
creasingly influenced by dairymen seeking land to control feed costs and enhance waste management programs. 

Sales activity in Northwest Washington is slow. This is due to a lack of available supply and water right issues in the area. This 
market is primarily influenced by raspberry and blueberry growers, with dairy producers showing some interest. Sales of true 
agricultural properties in Southwest Washington continue to be limited with stable land values. 

Rural residential market activity has been stable over the past year with increasing activity in some markets as the economy 
slowly recovers. Recreational buyers are returning to the market with an increase of sales noted. This market appears to be 
stabilizing with prices leveling out over the last two years. 

NW Farm Credit Services: Second Quarter Land Value Update 
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Need funding for some new marketing initiatives or other projects that will increase sales? Grants for business improvement 
projects are available through the Northwest Trade Adjustment Assistance Center, a nonprofit that has been working with 
agricultural businesses and manufacturers for over 30 years.  

Visit their website, www.nwtaac.org, to meet some of the businesses that have taken advantage of this grant funding. Or call 
NWTAAC to see if your company is eligible, 1-800-667-8087. 

Grant Funding for Northwest Agricultural Marketing and Sales 

Northeast SARE is now making available Direct Sales of Beef--A Digital Work-
shop, developed by Pennsylvania State University.  

The extensive online beef-production and direct-marketing guide covers quality 
grading, labeling, working with processors, pricing, consumer preferences, and six 
case studies.  The workshop is available 13 individual downloadable segments.   

Online Workshop on Direct Sales of  Beef  Available 

USDA WA NASS Crop Progress and Condition report for the week ending July 20, 2014 includes infor-
mation about the impacts from ongoing wildfires.   

Please visit the website for more information:  http://www.nass.usda.gov/wa/ 

In Chelan County extensive and uncontrolled wildfires scorched the edges of numerous fruit tree or-
chards. The fire had not been contained so no damage assessment had yet been made. Due to the fire 
some regional fruit packing houses lost electrical power and fruit was diverted to alternate facilities.  

Other area fires in Douglas County burned range and pasture land, as well as some winter wheat crop. Livestock fencing 
was also destroyed, but no current reports of livestock losses.  

In Yakima Valley average temperatures were warmer than usual with a high temperature of 107 degrees with no precipita-
tion. Producers were using cooling operations to protect crops from the heat. No crop loss was reported.  

Hot and dry weather also prevailed in Whitman County with a high temperature of 105 degrees with no precipitation. 
Strong winds aided a fire in cropland over the weekend, burning about 1,000 acres.  

In Lincoln County thunderstorms earlier in the week brought almost an inch of rain to some areas, but the effects were 
very spotty and the majority only saw lightning in with no precipitation. The areas that received rain also received some small 
hail which may have damaged some winter wheat. 

Summer wildfires threaten crops in Washington 

The Final Report of the King County Farms and Food Roundtable is the result of a collaborative ef-
fort by the King County Farms and Food Roundtable, a thirty-five member group 
with  experience in local farming, food processing, distribution, marketing, financing and tech-
nical assistance.  The report outlines recommendations to preserve additional farmland in 
King County and increase market and distribution opportunities for local farmers in King 
County, looking particularly at food hubs or other means of aggregating local product to ex-
pand access to markets. 

The King County Farms and Food Roundtable is sponsored jointly by King County, the City 
of Seattle, and the Pike Place Market Preservation and Development Authority. 

Download a copy of the report by going to: King County Farms and Food Roundtable 

King County Farms and Food Roundtable Final Report 
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WA Department of Revenue Farmers 
Tax Page 

The WA Department of Revenue main-
tains a website devoted solely to our 
state’s farmers.  The Department has 
recently updated the Farmer’s Tax Ex-
emption Matrix. This document ex-
plains which exemption certificate to 
use for each type of purchase. Please 
review it before making any purchases.  

Details here:  http://dor.wa.gov/
Content/DoingBusiness/
BusinessTypes/Farmers.aspx 

Grant Opportunity: Food and Farm 
Communications Fund 

The Food and Farm Communications 
Fund is accepting letters of inquiry from 
U.S. nonprofit organizations for grants 
from $10,000 to $100,000. Proposals for 
projects that expand the good food 
movement's communications capacity 
are evaluated against a set of specific 
goals and outcomes. 

Letters of inquiry are due by Sept 1, 
2014.  

Details here [LINK] 

WA Public Lands Inventory 

The Recreation and Conservation Of-
fice was directed by the state Legislature 
to provide an inventory of lands in 
Washington owned by federal, state, and 
local governments, and by Native 
American tribes.  

The 2014 inventory is now available and 
focused on publicly-owned natural re-
source and recreation lands.   

The Public Lands Inventory Web 
application is available at http://
publiclands.smartmine.com/.   

In Short 

From Sustainable Agriculture Research & Education 

Having trouble with pests in your greenhouses and high tunnels? Interested in learning more about using biological control 
to manage them? Read SARE's new fact sheet, Sustainable Pest Management in Greenhouses and High Tunnels, to learn how benefi-
cial insects can protect crops in season-extending structures and enhance the sustainability of your operation. 

Download the fact sheet now. 

SARE-funded researchers at Cornell University found that with a combination of controls, greenhouse and high tunnel pests 
could be managed effectively and, in some cases, eradicated. 

Read more: http://www.sare.org/Newsroom/Press-Releases/Pest-Management-for-Sustainable-Season-Extension  

Pest Management for Sustainable Season Extension 

Reducing Fertilizer Use with a More Accurate Soil Test 
USDA Agricultural Research Service soil scientist Richard Haney has developed a soil test 
that replicates some of the natural processes that occur in a field and accounts for that 
microbial activity, along with measuring nitrate, ammonium (NH4), and organic nitrogen. 
The new test is known as the Soil Health Tool. The tool measures organic carbon and 
other nutrients, accounts for the effects of using cover crops and no-till practices, and will 
work for any crop produced with nitrogen or other types of nutrient fertilizer. Using the 
tool can reduce fertilizer costs and protect water quality.  

Learn more by going to: http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/pr/2014/140710.htm 

Food security has remained essentially unchanged since the 2007-09 recession. Falling unemployment from early post-
recession (2009-10) to 2012, absent any other changes, would suggest a modest decline in the prevalence of food insecurity. 
However, this report finds that potential improvement was almost exactly offset by the effects of higher inflation and the 
higher relative price of food in 2012.  

Download the report summary or the entire report by going to:  USDA-ERS Report No. ERR-167 

USDA ERS Report examines food insecurity 
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2013 Annual Report for H-2A       
program in WA State 

The Washington Farm Labor Associa-
tion released an annual report for the H-
2A program in Washington State for the 
2013 season. H-2A is the federal pro-
gram that permits farmers to obtain 
visas for foreign workers when there is a 
shortage of able, willing, qualified, and 
work-eligible domestic workers. The 
report is filled with statistics and high-
lights about the rapidly growing H-2A 
program in Washington.  

2013 Annual Report  

A Guide to Funding Opportunities 
and Incentives for Food Hubs and 

Food Systems 

The office of U.S. Senator Kirsten E. 
Gillibrand of New York has released a 
43-page publication titled A Guide to 
Funding Opportunities and Incentives 
for Food Hubs and Food Systems. The 
guidebook details information on 
grants, loans, and tax credits from nu-
merous federal agencies. 

Check out this resource by going to: 

www.gillibrand.senate.gov/download/
food-hub-and-food-systems-grant-guide 

Center for Latino Farmers             
2014 Summer Newsletter  

The Center for Latino farmers 2014 
Summer newsletter is now available. 

Summer 2014 Newsletter (PDF) 

Included is information on land in 
Yakima County, guest worker programs, 
soil testing and more. 

The Center for Latino Farmers provides 
technical assistance to Latino growers in 
the Central Washington area.   

 

In Short 

The National Council of Real Estate Investment Fiduciaries (NCREIF) has released 
the second quarter 2014 results of the NCREIF Farmland Index.The total return for 
the quarter was 1.73%, comprised of 0.78% appreciation and 0.95% income return. 
This was below second quarter 2013’s 1.97% and first quarter 2014’s 2.41% total re-
turn. 

This is the lowest quarterly return since second quarter 2011. It is also below the long-term average total return over the his-
tory of the index, 2.88%, and the long-term second quarter average, 2.26%. The 0.95% income return is an improvement 
from first quarter, but the second smallest since first quarter 2010. 

The Pacific West was the best performing region with a total return of 2.41%. This return exceeded the Pacific West’s 2.22% 
and the Southeast’s 2.23%. The West’s return was split 1.72% appreciation and 0.69% income. The region’s return was bal-
anced with annual crops returning 2.84% and permanent crops 2.24%. On a rolling four quarter basis, the Pacific West’s 
30.92% was more than double the next closest region, Pacific Northwest. 

Read more here: http://www.ncreif.org/news-single.aspx?post=10271 

NCREIF - Farmland Index Second Quarter Results 

14 year Study - Livestock Can Help Rangelands Recover from Fires 

By Ann Perry - September 30, 2009 

A 14-year study by Agricultural Research Service (ARS) scientists in Oregon found that rangelands 
that have been grazed by cattle recover from fires more effectively than rangelands that have been 
protected from livestock. These surprising findings could impact management strategies for native 
plant communities where ecological dynamics are shifting because of climate change, invasive 
weeds and other challenges. 

Rangeland scientists carried out studies comparing how native plants on grazed and ungrazed 
sagebrush rangelands recovered from fires. All the sites had similar vegetation profiles and were 
virtually free of cheatgrass.  

Results from this study were published in the September 2009 issue of Ecological Applications. .  

Read the full article by going to: http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/pr/2009/090930.htm 
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Farm Service Agency has a number of programs available to help farmers and ranch-
ers affected by the recent wildfires in the state according to FSA State Executive Director Judy Olson. 

Livestock producers may be eligible to receive financial compensation for livestock death under the Livestock Indemnity 
Program (LIP). Eligible livestock include: adult cattle, buffalo and beefalo, deer, elk, equine, sheep, alpacas, emus, swine, 
goats, llamas, and poultry.  

Farmers and ranchers who have questions about FSA disaster assistance programs may contact their local Farm Service 
Agency office for information on eligibility requirements and application procedures. Additional information is also available 
online at http://disaster.fsa.usda.gov. 

USDA Offers Assistance to Farmers and Ranchers affected by fires 

Report Provides Guidance on Food Value Chains  
A new model of organization is beginning to pop up in the agribusiness sector that 
seeks to merge social mission objectives with core business operating principles.  
Known as food value chains, these business arrangements are distinguished by 
their commitment to transparency, collaborative business planning and exchange 
of market intelligence and business knowhow among chain partners, and their in-
terest in developing business strategies and solutions that yield tangible benefits to 
each participant in the system.  

USDA Agricultural Marketing Service and Wallace Center at Winrock Interna-
tional have released Food Value Chains: Creating Shared Value to Enhance 
Marketing Success (PDF).  This new resource is designed to provide guidance on how food value chains are structured, 
how they function, and the benefits they provide to participants, with the intent of encouraging their adoption.    

The report is available online in PDF.  

Posted to NABC on July 15, 2014  

In May, the Puget Sound Food Hub launched a new website and imple-
mented changes to its business model in preparation for the 2014 grow-
ing season. The Puget Sound Food Hub is a network of farms and non-
profit organizations operating cooperatively in the Puget Sound region to market, aggregate and distribute locally produced 
food direct from farms to businesses and institutions. The Northwest Agriculture Business Center (NABC), Bow Hill Blue-
berries and the 21 Acres Center for Local Food and Sustainable Living (21 Acres) have been collaborating to ramp up opera-
tional capacity, improve food safety protocols and standards and streamline coordinated management systems to meet the 
growing demand and expand operations.  

Read more here: http://agbizcenter.org/blog/2014/07/puget-sound-food-hub-ramps-up-operations-to-build-
local-food-economy-and-increase-access/ 

Northwest Ag Business Center: Food Hub Update 

Wheat Life has a posting about a recent tour attended by some of NRCS and USDAs top officials including Ann Mills, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) deputy undersecretary for natural resources and environment; Wayne Honeycutt, NRCS 
deputy chief for science and technology; and Astor Boozer, NRCS regional conservationist for the West. 

Click over to hear how direct seeding is impacting former Farmland Preservation Task Force member Jeff Emtman from 
Valleyford, WA.   Read more here. 

Wheat Life Story - Top NRCS/USDA officials tour E. WA 
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WASHINGTON STATE CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

“Our mission is to promote the vitality of farming, farmers, and ranchers by en-
suring that we will continue to have productive agricultural lands in Washing-
ton State. We will achieve this through policy recommendations to the Gover-
nor, the Legislature, the Office of Farmland Preservation and others and by 
enlisting public support. Programs will be voluntary, recognize local priorities, 
and provide for economic incentives.”  

Mark Your Calendars 
WA Rural Water Supply Strategies 

Workgroup - August 27 

Time:  1:00 – 5:00 PM 
Location:  WA Department of Ecology 
300 Desmond Drive SE Lacey 
Video Conference at Ecology Re-
gional Offices: (NWRO in rooms 
2A&B, CRO in room 204A Waterfall, 
ERO in room 1 NW-18)  

Details here: http://www.ecy.wa.gov/
programs/wr/wrac/rwss-leg.html 

WA Young Farmer 5th Annual 
Young Farmers Mixer 

Sunday, Oct. 5th, 2014, 5pm - 10pm   
Independence Valley Community Hall  
Rochester, WA (Map) 

 Cider pressing, potluck, spit roast-
ing by Hogstone/Farmrun, craft 
beer, live   music & dancing  

 Farm tours earlier in the day 
 Camping available at nearby Second 

Spring Farm  

WA Tilth Producers Conference, 
Vancouver WA - Nov. 7-9 

The 2014 conference will be held at the 
Hilton in Vancouver WA. This confer-
ence marks a milestone in that it is the 
40th anniversary of Tilth! Kick off Fri-
day November 7, 2014 with two day-
long symposia to choose from plus an 
all-day information fair.  

http://tilthproducers.org/
programs/conference-2/ 

WA Food Coalition Conference 

The WA Food Coalition annual confer-
ence will be held September 10-12 at the 
Wenatchee Convention Center.   

Registration open!   

Details available by going to: 

http://www.wafoodcoalition.org/
conference 

WSU Puyallup Organic Ag Research 
Field Day - Aug 4 

When: Monday, Aug 4, 10 -12 PM 

Where: WSU Puyallup Research and 
Extension Center, 2606 W Pioneer, 
Puyallup, WA 98371 Directions - Flyer 

No advance registration necessary. For 
more information contact Doug Collins, 
dpcollins@wsu.edu or 253.445.4658. 

Oregon Small Farms Conference - 
February 28, 2015 

This daylong event is geared toward 
farmers, agriculture professionals, food 
policy advocates, students and managers 
of farmers markets. Twenty-four ses-
sions will be offered on a variety of top-
ics relevant to the Oregon small farm-
ers.  This year there will be a session 
track in Spanish.  Details here 

Western SARE Professional          
Development Program Grants 

Western Sustainable Agriculture Re-
search and Education (SARE) program 
is accepting applications for Profes-
sional Development Program (PDP) 
competitive grants of up to $75,000. 
PDP grants help Cooperative Extension 
Service, Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service, and other agricultural pro-
fessionals in the Western Region in-
crease their understanding and profi-
ciency in sustainable agriculture. 

Details: http://www.westernsare.org/
Grants/Types-of-Grants 

Applications are due by Oct. 29 2014  

American Pastured Poultry          
Producers Association Scholarship 

The American Pastured Poultry Produc-
ers Association (APPPA) is now accept-
ing applications for its annual $500 
scholarship/gift. The scholarship may 
be used for any educational activity re-
lated to pastured poultry, such as at-
tending conferences and workshops, 
trainings, youth education, or on-farm 
trials. APPPA membership is not re-
quired to apply. 

Details: http://www.apppa.org/
blog/24228 

Applications are due by Oct 15, 2014.  

Small Business Innovation Research 
Program - Phase I 

USDA invites science-based small busi-
ness firms to submit research applica-
tions for up to $100,000. USDA will 
support high-quality research or re-
search and development applications 
containing advanced concepts related to 
important scientific problems and op-
portunities that could lead to significant 
public benefit. The Phase I application 
should concentrate on research that will 
significantly contribute to proving the 
scientific or technical feasibility of the 
approach or concept.   

Details here 

Applications are due by Oct 2, 2014.  
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