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The White House Rural Council recently announced Local Food, Lo-
cal Places, a Federal initiative that will provide direct technical support 
to rural communities to help them build strong local food systems as 
part of their community's economic action plans.  

Communities are invited to apply for assistance from Local Foods, Local Places, to help create more livable places by pro-
moting local foods. Together, the agencies are investing $650,000 in the Local Foods, Local Places program, which aims to:  

 Boost economic opportunities for local farmers and businesses, and foster entrepreneurship;  
 Improve access to healthy local food, particularly among disadvantaged groups with limited access to fresh fruits and 

vegetables; and  
 Revitalize downtowns, main street districts, and traditional neighborhoods by supporting farmers’ markets, food hubs, 

community gardens, community kitchens, and other kinds of local food enterprises, and by providing people with afford-
able choices for accessing those amenities, such as walking, biking, or taking transit.  

Local Foods, Local Places will provide direct technical support to selected communities to help them develop and implement 
action plans promoting local food and downtown revitalization. Special consideration will be given to communities that are in 
the early stages of developing or restoring local food enterprises and creating economically vibrant communities.  

Details on how to apply are available on page two of the following PDF announcement:  

http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/docs/announcement_-_local_foods_local_places_2014_final.pdf  

White House Rural Council Announces Local food Initiative 

Rep. Glenn 'GT' Thompson, Chairman of the House Agriculture Committee's Subcommittee on Conservation, Energy, and 
Forestry, recently held a public hearing to review the interpretive rule regarding the applicability of Clean Water Act (CWA) 
agricultural exemptions.  

The CWA was signed into law in 1972 with an intent to preserve water quality in the United States by regulating discharges of 
pollution into the country's water system. Although the intent of the CWA was for the Federal government to regulate navi-
gable waters, recent court decisions have brought into question which bodies of water the CWA has jurisdiction over. In re-
sponse to the legal uncertainty, EPA proposed a rule to further clarify the waters of the United States.  

In the hearing, subcommittee members examined to what extent the interpretive rule will offer producers certainty regarding 
permitting needs for CWA exemptions and whether or not the interpretive rule will encourage producers to engage in future 
conservation practices. 

"There is growing concern the newly proposed rule released by the Environmental Protection Agency and the U.S. Army 
Corps poses a grave threat to the economic vitality and ecological health of our farming communities," said Chairman Glenn 
'GT' Thompson (R-PA-05). "The Administration has argued this rule is intended to eliminate ambiguity and offer greater pro-
tections for producers and landowners, when in fact it will create new regulatory burdens, more ambiguity, and less certainty. 
The subcommittee received testimony today from agriculture stakeholders on how these new requirements will also ultimately 
discourage farmers and landowners from engaging in conservation practices, which is of fundamental concern.  We remain 
committed to provide oversight that will ultimately clarify the intent, scope, and impact of these new authorities. Today’s 
hearing is the beginning, not the end, of the dialogue on this important topic that affects all counties, local municipalities and 
landowners in the United States."    

Congressional Subcommittee Examines Impact of EPA Water Rule on Ag Producers 
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Western Washington’s unique ability to grow rich, healthy forage and grains makes it an ideal location for those wishing to 
take advantage of rising consumer demand for sustainably raised meat. Farm to table animal production offers small farms 
the opportunity to utilize land effectively while minimizing their environmental footprint. In addition, the extra income po-
tential can round out the bottom line for many Western Washington small farms. 

To ensure producers have access to the best information and latest research on sustainable meat production, Washington 
State University Extension and Department of Animal Sciences are offering day-long courses in sustainable beef, pork, poul-
try, lamb and goat production. 

Register online at Livestock100.BrownPaperTickets.com or download and print this form, and mail with your check. For 
additional information on the WSU Extension 100-series short courses, contact Jan Busboom, WSU Meat Specialist, (509) 
335-2880 or busboom@wsu.edu; or Sarah M. Smith, Area Animal Science Educator, (509) 754-2011, x413 or 
smithsm@wsu.edu. For assistance with registration, contact Kate Halstead, khalstead@wsu.edu, 360.794.6081.  

Beef, Pork, Poultry, & Lamb/Goat 100 Short Courses 
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The final results of the USDA Farm to 
School Census are now available, including 
more than 1,500 new and updated re-
sponses from a total of 9,896 school dis-
tricts. The total investment in local com-
munities through farm to school programs 
during the 2011-2012 school year was 
$385 million.  

231 of Washington’s 283 public school 
districts completed the survey. 108 dis-
tricts representing 1,157 schools with an 
estimated 561,127 children in attendance 
are bringing farm to school.   

To review all the data for Washington 
and other states, go to: http://
www.fns.usda.gov/farmtoschool/
census#/state/wa 

Final Results of  USDA Farm to School Census Released 

Castle Rock High School 
Thursday, July 10, 2014  
Beef 100 (8:15am – 5:30pm), 
Lamb/Goat 100 (8:15am – 5:30pm),  
 Poultry 100 (8:15am – 5:30pm)  

Kitsap County Fairgrounds  
Friday, July 11, 2014: 
 Pork 100 (8:15am – 5:30pm)  
 Poultry 100 (8:15am – 5:30pm). 

Youth Livestock Quality Assurance Course 
A new addition to the short courses this year is the Youth Livestock Quality Assurance course on July 11, 2014 (9:00am – 
4:00pm) at Kitsap County Fairgrounds.  

Topics covered include Quality Assurance training; health care; nutrition; exploring GI tracts; animal selection; carcass 
evaluation; economics of youth livestock projects; and more. Species covered include:  beef, pork, lamb, and goat.  

For more information and to register visit: http://ext100.wsu.edu/snohomish/youthlivestockqa/ 
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Bee Biodiversity Boosts Blueberry 
Crop Yields 

Research by North Carolina State Uni-
versity shows that blueberries produce 
more seeds and larger berries if they are 
visited by more diverse bee species. The 
researchers identified five types of bees 
and found that visits from each addi-
tional type accounted for an increase of 
$311 worth of yield per acre.   

Check out the paper by going to: 
http://news.ncsu.edu/releases/burrack-
bee-diversity-2014/ 

New resource for beginning farmers 

American Farmland Trust recently re-
leased Cultivating the Next Generation: 
Resources and Policies to Help Begin-
ning Farmers Succeed in Agriculture. 
The publication reports on state and 
federally funded programs for beginning 
farmers and profiles 12 beginning farm-
ers. Finding, affording, and negotiating 
appropriate farmland to lease or own 
was the greatest overall challenge begin-
ners reported, and the publication sug-
gests ways to address this challenge. 

Model Zoning ordinance for Urban 
agriculture 

This publication, Seeding the City: Land 
Use Policies to Promote Urban Agriculture 
provides a framework and model lan-
guage for land use policies that local 
policymakers can tailor to promote and 
sustain urban agriculture in their com-
munities.  It addresses urban agriculture, 
chickens and bees.  

Check it out by going to: http://
changelabsolutions.org/publications/
seeding-city  

In Short 

The National Sustainable Agriculture Coalition recently released a national analysis of beginning farmer and ranchers based 
on the 2012 Census of Agriculture.  To view the full article and other national analysis continue reading:  

Here in Washington, while the farming population in general shrunk by about 5 percent over the past five years, the most 
significant decrease occurred in farmers who have been farming five years or less.  This pool of very new, beginning farmers 
shrunk by 23.5 percent since the 2007 Census, whereas those farmers who got started farming ten years ago (between 2003 
and 2007) fared better and only decreased by 10.6 percent.   

A positive trend within the principal 
operators category can be found 
within the Latino farm community 
with an increase in total operators of 
14% - which now accounts for over 
5% of all Washington farmers, a 
20% increase from 2007.   Latino 
farmers that have been farming for 
under 10 years account for 42% of 
all Latino farmers.   

Support for beginning farmers and 
ranchers can be found throughout 
the Agricultural Act of 2014. The 
Act provides increased funding for 
beginning farmer development, fa-
cilitates the transfer of farmland to 
the next generation of farmers, and 
improves outreach and communication to military veterans about farming and ranching opportunities. 

Check out the article in the June addition of USDAs Amber Waves. 

Amber Waves: Beginning Farmers and Ranchers and the Agricultural Act of 2014 (Direct Link) 

2012 Census of  Ag - Beginning Farmers and Ranchers 
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Upcoming WA Procurement      
Technical Assistance Workshops 

Would you like to grow and expand 
your small business? Would you like to 
receive sole-source government con-
tracts?  Join the SBA 8(a) specialists and 
Washington PTAC at the 8(a) Road 
Show and learn the tools to apply for 
the 8(a) Business Development (BD) 
Certification and the importance of this 
certification. 

Check this flyer to find a class near you 
this summer.  Classes are free, registra-
tion is required. 

New Research: Consumers Devote a 
Higher Share of Food Spending to 
Fruits and Vegetables in Supermar-

kets Than In Supercenters 

USDA-ERS researchers examined food 
purchasing decisions at conventional 
supermarkets and supercenters and 
found that U.S. households make sig-
nificantly different food purchasing de-
cisions at the two store types—
differences that have implications for 
dietary quality. 

Read more here 

Whatcom Ag Monthly - Agricultural 
Purchase of  Development Rights 

The May edition of Whatcom Ag 
Monthly includes a piece developed by 
Whatcom County Planning & Develop-
ment Services on their local Purchase of 
Development Rights program. 

The County’s PDR program offers 
money for residential development 
rights on properties in certain areas of 
the county. 

Check out the story by going to:  

Volume 3, Issue 5 - May 16, 2014  

In Short 

Building Permits in WA continue to trend upward 
The U.S. Census recently released the final annual esti-
mates for 2013 of housing units authorized by building 
permits for the U.S. and by Region, Census Division, 
state, metropolitan area, county, and permit-issuing 
place.   

The Results are now available on the Building Per-
mits Survey Page http://www.census.gov/
construction/bps/ 

In Washington state, single unit home building permits 
continued to increase from 2009 lows.  Single unit per-
mits made up 55% of all building permits in 2013.   In 
2005 (peak of permits), single family housing made up 
over 78% of all building permits. 

Join Trout Unlimited in the Methow Valley on the evening of August 2, 2014 for a Farm to Table Dinner to celebrate part-
nerships with local farmers and ongoing commitment to enhancing both local agriculture and fish habitat restoration by 
sharing a community dinner featuring fresh, locally-grown, sustainable foods. There will be music, hors d'oeuvres and dinner 
by local caterer Cameron Green, a fine selection of Washington State wine, beer, and cider, as well as a silent auction.  

The event will be held at Pipestone Canyon Ranch, on Beaver Creek, near Twisp, WA.  Refreshments, hors d'oeuvres, and 
the silent auction start at 5:30pm, with the Farm to Table Dinner beginning at 7pm.   

Tickets available at: http://troutunlimited.bpt.me/ 

Trout Unlimited’s Washington Water Project and Watershed Restoration programs focus work in the Methow Basin on pro-
jects that benefit both local agriculture, irrigators, and fish. Over the past 10 years Trout Unlimited has implemented more 
than 660 acres of on farm irrigation efficiencies, implemented multiple improvements to local irrigators and irrigation dis-
tricts, adding 27 cubic feet per second to instream flow on critical tributaries including the Twisp River, Chewuch River, 
Wolf Creek, and Beaver Creek. 

Farm to Table Dinner - Methow Valley, August 2 
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WA Crop Progress and Condition 
The Northwest Regional Field Office of the National Agricultural Statistics Service re-
cently released the June 16 Crop Progress and Condition Report for Southeast Washing-
ton and other NW states.  Please visit the WA NASS website for more information:  
http://www.nass.usda.gov/wa/ 

Abnormally Dry Conditions Stressed Crops in Southeast Washington 

Whitman County was still in need of precipitation to improve crop conditions. Scattered 
showers came through the area over the weekend, but most areas received only trace 
amounts of rain. Substantial winter wheat yield loss is expected in parts of the county. 
Temperatures cooled off near the end of the week, falling below average for a few days.  

In Lincoln County, a cooler than usual week was welcomed as the lack of rain was no-
ticeable in all areas of the county. It is too late for the wheat in much of the southern part 
of the county, as it was too dry with anticipated lower yields.  

Reports out of Asotin County are that the spring crops were really taking a beating with how dry it is. They are getting a 
little relief with the temperature change, but were still in dire need of precipitation.  

In Yakima County, sweet cherry harvest was in full swing with the earlier varieties coming into the packinghouse this past 
week. Vegetable crops that were being harvested included asparagus, green onions, beets, green beans, cabbage and radishes. 
Hops were half to three quarters of the way up the trellises. Zucchini had just begun to be harvested. A fine crop of apricots 
were coloring up nicely. Grapes were showing on the vine. Early planted corn began to tassel.  

In Grant County, dry beans and sweet corn plantings were completed and first cutting timothy hay was underway. 

Public schools and local produce 
New processing center brings more local produce to Whatcom County schools 

Cloud Mountain Farm Center in Everson recently completed a new processing center, which 
will provide prepared local produce for the Bellingham and Nooksack Valley school districts 
and Western Washington University starting this fall. 

A nearly $50,000 grant from the U.S. Department of Agriculture paid for the processing equip-
ment, and the Whatcom Community Foundation's Sustainable Whatcom fund is providing fi-
nancial support for the center as it gets off the ground. 

The district plans on buying hundreds of pounds of prepared local produce per week from the new processing center, which 
will get vegetables from Cloud Mountain and growers throughout the county to fill the orders. 

Read more: http://www.thenewstribune.com/2014/06/03/3226091/new-processing-center-brings-more.html?
sp=/99/296/359/ 

By Sylvia Kantor, WSU Extension 

Colorful-carrots-at-farmers-market-by-Michael-Porter-CC-120WENATCHEE, Wash. – 
Farmers markets in the state have more than doubled in the last decade, from nearly 80 to 
more than 160, according to a recent report by Washington State University. The report is 
based on a 2010 study that examined economic and community impacts of farmers markets 
that could help shape strategies and policies to sustain them. Read More 

WSU Study: Economic, Community Impacts of  Farmers Markets 
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Bread lab blends state-of-the-art science with craft baking 
MT. VERNON, Wash. – Scientists at WSU are breeding new varieties of wheat with farmers, mill-
ers, bakers, and chefs in mind. From more than 40,000 wheat varieties growing at the WSU North-
western Research and Extension Center in Mt. Vernon, they’re evaluating the typical qualities 
wheat breeders look for such as yield and disease resistance. But they’re also analyzing how new 
varieties respond to milling, mixing, rising and baking.  

Read more and watch the YouTube video on the bread lab and it’s connection to local farm and 
business owners.  

Also, check out this new video from WSU showing the connection between western Washington produced barley and our 
state’s brewers and distillers. 

Farm Storage Facility Loans Available 
The Farm Storage Facility Loan Program (FSFLP) allows producers of eligible commodities 
to obtain low-interest financing to build or upgrade farm storage and handling facilities. 

The following commodities are eligible for farm storage facility loans:  

 Corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley or minor oilseeds har-
vested as whole grain; 

 Corn, grain sorghum, wheat, oats or barley harvested as other-than-whole grain; 
 Pulse crops - lentils, small chickpeas, dry beans and dry peas; 
 Hay;  
 Renewable biomass;  
 Fruits (including nuts) and vegetables - cold storage facilities; and 
 Honey 

The new maximum principal amount of a loan through FSFL is $500,000. Participants are required to provide a down pay-
ment of 15 percent. Additional security is required for poured-cement open-bunker silos, renewable biomass facilities, cold 
storage facilities, hay barns and for all loans exceeding $50,000. 

Program details available here.  For information in your service area, contact your local FSA county office. 

The Department of Ecology recently convened a workgroup to assist in indentifying rural water 
supply strategies.  Recent court rulings have allowed Ecology to evaluate how it can meet its com-
peting water resource management mandates.   

Ecology is engaging with stakeholders and Tribal governments and evaluating options they have 
identified, including those available under current statutory authorities and those that would require 
statutory change. As options are more fully detailed, Ecology staff will evaluate legal, political, and 
economic issues, as well as, the key challenges in implementing these options. 

For more information and concepts being considered and discussed, please go to the workgroup 
webpage.  Meeting materials for the recent June 16 meeting are available for review as well. 

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wr/wrac/rwss-leg.html 

The next meeting will be July 21 in the Department of Ecology Headquarters building in Lacey, WA.  Details are available in 
the link above.  

Ecology Workgroup: Identifying Rural Water Supply Strategies  
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http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wr/wrac/rwss-leg.html�


Page 7 OFFICE OF FARMLAND PRESERVATION NEWSLETTER 

Columbia River Basin receives Federal designation 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture recently announced the creation of the 
Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCCP), which plans to invest $1.2 
billion over five years in local projects on private lands, including water conser-
vation, flood prevention and habitat restoration. 

The Columbia River Basin was designated as one of eight critical areas.  A Criti-
cal Conservation Area (CCA) designation means conservation projects in the 
Basin are eligible to compete for a share of more than $100 million available to 
the RCPP each year. 

Partners who propose projects in this CCA will receive priority funding to help 
deliver conservation assistance to farmers, ranchers and nonindustrial foresters 
to voluntarily plan and target conservation within selected project areas.  

For more information, go to: http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/or/home/?cid=stelprdb1254131 

King County is looking for creative proposals to support their goal to convert the Tall Chief Golf 
Course they acquired last year to land that is farmed with renovated buildings that support farm ac-
tivities. The County is interested in your input as they develop a Request for Proposals (RFP) for 
sale or lease of the property.  King County’s goals in selling or leasing this property are to: 

1. Restore and preserve the property as working farmland,  
2. Create opportunities to use it as an asset for the agricultural community, and  
3. Maximize the use of existing facilities on the property to support a sustainable agriculture econ-

omy in the valley.   

The conceptual draft, supporting materials, and ways to comment can be found at: http://
www.kingcounty.gov/environment/waterandland/agriculture/tall-chief-farm-draft-rfp.aspx 

King County seeks comment for golf  course conversion 

Drought Declaration Comes to Washington 
On May 14, 2014, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) notified Gov. 
Jay Inslee that the federal agency was declaring drought in Benton and Franklin 
counties and designating Adams, Columbia, Grant, Klickitat, Walla Walla, Whit-
man and Yakima counties as contiguous disaster counties.  The federal declara-
tions are important to dryland farmers in designated areas because they may 
qualify for low interest emergency loans from the USDA’s Farm Service Agency. 

WA State Drought Monitor (Link) 

Farmers in eligible counties have eight months from the date of the designation 
to apply for loans to help cover part of your actual losses. FSA will consider 
each loan application on its own merits, taking into account the extent of losses, security available and repayment ability. 
FSA has a variety of programs, in addition to the Emergency Loan program, to help eligible farmers recover from adversity.  

Severe drought conditions in Benton, Chelan, Franklin, Lincoln and Walla Walla counties for 8 consecutive weeks during 
their established livestock grazing period makes the Livestock Forage Program (LFP) available for producers in those coun-
ties. The LFP provides financial assistance to eligible producers who have suffered grazing losses due to drought or fire. 
More information can be found here. 

Interested farmers may contact your county office for further information on eligibility requirements and application proce-
dures for these and other programs. Additional information is also available online.   
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WASHINGTON STATE CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

“Our mission is to promote the vitality of farming, farmers, and ranchers by en-
suring that we will continue to have productive agricultural lands in Washing-
ton State. We will achieve this through policy recommendations to the Gover-
nor, the Legislature, the Office of Farmland Preservation and others and by 
enlisting public support. Programs will be voluntary, recognize local priorities, 
and provide for economic incentives.”  

Mark Your Calendars 
Farm Walk - June 30, Brownfield 

Orchard - Chelan WA 

The walk will tour Brownfield’s organic 
apple, pear, and stone fruit orchards, as 
well as their packing facilities, and will 
include a demonstration of the farm’s 
“Wonder Weeder” and an additional 
hands-on activity.  

Registration details and updates may be 
found at tilthproducers.org. 

WA Young Farmer 5th Annual 
Young Farmers Mixer 

Sunday, Oct. 5th, 2014, 5pm - 10pm   
Independence Valley Community Hall  
Rochester, WA (Map) 

 Cider pressing, potluck, spit roast-
ing by Hogstone/Farmrun, craft 
beer, live   music & dancing  

 Farm tours earlier in the day 
 Camping available at nearby Second 

Spring Farm  

WA Tilth Producers Conference, 
Vancouver WA - Nov. 7-9 

The 2014 conference will be held at the 
Hilton in Vancouver WA. This confer-
ence marks a milestone in that it is the 
40th anniversary of Tilth! Kick off Fri-
day November 7, 2014 with two day-
long symposia to choose from plus an 
all-day information fair.  

http://tilthproducers.org/
programs/conference-2/ 

WA Food Coalition Conference 

The WA Food Coalition annual confer-
ence will be held September 10-12 at the 
Wenatchee Convention Center.   

Online registration opens July 15th.  

Details available by going to: 

http://www.wafoodcoalition.org/
conference 

WSU Mount Vernon - 2014 Small 
Grains Field Day - June 25th 

Come join this tour the WSU research 
fields and discuss the production of 
small grains such as wheat, oats, rye and 
barley in Western Washington for food, 
feed and malt.  Details here. 

Wednesday, June 25, 3-6pm  

16650 State Route 536 Mount Vernon  

Oregon Small Farms Conference - 
February 28, 2015 

This daylong event is geared toward 
farmers, agriculture professionals, food 
policy advocates, students and managers 
of farmers markets. Twenty-four ses-
sions will be offered on a variety of top-
ics relevant to the Oregon small farm-
ers.  This year there will be a session 
track in Spanish.  Details here 

Western SARE: Professional Development Program  

These grants focus on training agricultural professionals to 
help them spread knowledge about sustainable agriculture 
concepts and practices. PDP Grants are limited to $75,000. 
Grants can run for up to three years, with the final year to be 
focused on project evaluation.  

The 2015 Call for Proposals opened in April 2014, with pro-
posals due October 2014. 

Grant details available by going to: 

https://wsaregrants.usu.edu/grants/docs/CFP_PDP.pdf 

Western SARE Info here. 

Future Organic Farmer Grant Fund is open for grant 
applications! 

The CCOF Foundation, in collaboration with partner organi-
zations UNFI Foundation, Driscoll’s, Organic Valley, and 
Bradmer Foods is making grants in three educational catego-
ries in 2014.  

To learn more about the Future Organic Farmer Grant Fund 
and categories visit http://goo.gl/Ib8A2R or contact ccof-
foundation@ccof.org.  

Its fair season, check out the 2014 dates and attend a fair in your part 
of  the state.  Fairs are a great place to see the hard work of  the next 
generation of  farmers and ranchers.  Details here! 
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