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Value Added Producer Grants Results for Washington State

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack recently announced investments to help rural businesses grow, diversify and create jobs. Na-
tionally, USDA is investing $25 million to help 247 businesses nationwide expand their operations and create new products to
market. Washington was awarded 16 grants totaling over $1.7 million. The funding is being provided through USDA Rural De-
velopment's Value-Added Producer Grant program.

D&L Prairie Farm LLC, dba Sherman's Pioneer Farm ($44,350) - Funds will be used to expand family farm business by
processing and marketing Sugar Hubbard Squash in the form of roasted, concentrated frozen puree.

Penn Cove Shellfish, LLC ($49,900) - Funds will be used to develop a canned, smoked mussel product.

Weijohn Farms, Inc. dba Blueberry Hill Farms ($49,917) - Funds will be used to produce, procure ingredients for and mar-
ket a frozen blueberry-based gelato-type product called "Sorbatto".

Pure Eire, LLC ($200,000) - Funds will be used to increase processing of fluid milk and butter products and to launch a mar-
keting campaign to increase sales and distribution.

Mountain View Berries, LLC ($200,000) - Funds will be used to assist a blueberry and raspberry producer to establish a berry
processing facility.

Fresh Breeze Organic Dairy, Inc. ($200,000) - Funds will be used to produce organic bottled milk from raw organic milk, and
for packaging, labeling, promotional and operational expenses.

Latino Network ($49,900) - Funds will be used to conduct a feasibility market study and business plan for marketing of local
produce to the Seattle "Fresh and Local" market.

Kurt Timmermeister ($45,900) - Funds will be used to hire an ice cream maker to produce ice cream that will be sold at a Seat-
tle retail storefront to expand the market for this Vashon Island dairy farm's frozen treat.

Patrick Rawn ($200,000) - Funds will be used to expand sales of "Estate Wine" through processing and marketing activities.

Cascadia Mushrooms LLC ($200,000) - Funds will be used to expand sales of "Organic Growing Kits and Mushrooms"
through processing and marketing activities

Harley Soltes and Susan Soltes dba Bow Hill Blueberries ($200,000) - Funds will be used to pay marketing, product devel-
opment and distribution costs associated with making and matketing Certified Organic heirloom blueberty products and to con-
tinue growth of a regional food hub co-located on the farm.

Woodward Canyon Family Farm, LLC ($200,000) - Funds will be used for packaging, processing, advertising and purchase of
additional raw product-high gluten flour.

Northwest Agriculture Business Center ($43,600) - Funds will be used to assist a project that will provide poultry processing
services to independent producer members.

Myshan Dairy, Inc. ($39,855) - Funds will be used to expand the market for unique products--Guernsey cow milk and locally
produced and artisan cream cheeses flavored with locally produced honey and berties. They will accomplish this by establishing
their own small processing facility on their farm.

Harmony Fields, LLC ($36,000) - Funds will be used to conduct a feasibility study to assess the viability of establishing a sheep
dairy and creamery for the production of sheep milk cheese on the farm. If the project is feasible, a business plan will be devel-
oped.

Fuzzy Rhino Organic Farm ($14,625) - Funds will be used to conduct a feasibility study for a multi-farm Community-
Supported Agriculture (CSA) project in the Kittitas Valley.

Stay in contact and sign up for the OFP-Newsletter!
Sign up by going to OFP Newsletter - Email frequency is once a month

Find us on the web at: http://ofp.scc.wa.gov
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Cattle could protect butterflies, conserve prairies

From WSU CAHNRS $

Butterflies, cattle, and the military may seem like unlikely bedfellows, but for native prairies
— some of the most threatened habitats in the world — the trio are closely connected.

Anecdotal evidence suggests that the improbable pairing of cattle grazing and native prairie
conservation is not only compatible, but mutually beneficial. Carefully managed grazing re-
gimes can improve weed control and plant health, help re-establish native plants, and increase

plant diversity compared with an unmanaged system. However, until now no systematic
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nities in Western Washington.

Scientists at Washington State University, in partnership with the U.S. Department of Defense and the Center for Natural
Lands Management, have established just such a study in order to see how “working landscapes” might support habitat con-
servation goals.

The three-year study includes plots on Fred Colvin’s 550-acre black and red angus cattle ranch in south Thurston County.
Fencing and research plots were set up on Colvin’s property last fall to measure differences between excluding cattle and
allowing them to graze. Read more here!

Local & Regional Data Added to USDA Market News

USDA Market News has created a new series of market reports on locally or regionally produced agricultural products. The

reports—covering products from all commodity areas—are all available on the Local & Regional Food Marketing Informa-
tion web page, which provides farmers, other agricultural businesses, and consumers with a one-stop-shop for market and
pricing information for local and regional food outlets. No data exists yet for Washington State, but the number of opera-
tions reporting will grow over the next few years.

Three report categories are now online:

e Farmers Markets reports, which list current commodity prices at a sample of individual farmers markets
e Farmers Auctions reports, which display current commodity volume and prices at auctions
e Direct to Consumer reports, which capture the prices of commodities that farmers sell directly to consumers

Check out the new feature by going to: http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/MarketNewsLocalRegional

USDA New Farmers website now available

USD The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) recently unveiled the New Farmers website, including in-
g depth information for new farmers and ranchers on how to increase access to land and capital, build new
i market opportunities, participate in conservation opportunities, select and use risk management tools, and

access USDA education and technical-support programs. The website also features case studies about be-
ginning farmers who have successfully utilized USDA resources to start or expand their business operations.

Grant Funding: Northwest Ag Marketing and Sales

Need funding for some new marketing initiatives or other projects that will increase sales? Grants for business improvement
projects are available through the Northwest Trade Adjustment Assistance Center, a nonprofit that has been working with
agricultural businesses and manufacturers for over 30 years.

Visit their website, www.nwtaac.org, to meet some of the businesses that have taken advantage of this grant funding. Or call
NWTAAC to see if your company is eligible, 1-800-667-8087.
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In Short

Micro-lending options for farmers

Young farmer champions The Green-
horns, have been working with Kiva, a
micro-lending organization, over the
past year to run a pilot program of mi-
croloans for farmers here in the states.
Greenhorns is now authorized to act
as “trustee” for loans up to $10,000
on Kiva. Farmers are considered a good
investment by the micro-financiers!

Learn more - http://goo.gl/
HpDPRt

Wildfire is not only devastating to

the land, but also to homes and lives.

USDA's Natural Resources Consetva-
tion Service is available to answer site-
specific questions and provide assis-
tance for landowners as they begin to
restore the landscape following the fire.
Start off by checking out the new re-

sources web page, which includes links
to fact sheets on recovery and informa-
tion on assistance.

For specific questions, please contact
your local NRCS field office.

Blog: Questioning the Value of Soil
Quality for the Irrigated Arid West

A recent WSU CSANR blog post exam-
ines soil quality in the arid irrigated
west. The post focuses on the Colum-
bia Basin and its incredible yields in
light of the fact that basin soils often
have organic matter levels less than 1%,
much less than the level considered as
adequate for proper functioning, and
certainly not high enough to be consid-
ered high quality soils. Read the full
story by clicking through here.

Cloud Mountain Farm Center to Partner with Puget Sound Food Hub

Whatcom County’s Cloud Mountain Farm Center will partner with the Puget Sound Food Hub to 3

provide aggregation and distribution services for local farms which sell their products direct to -
supermarkets, restaurants, and food service providers though the Puget Sound Food Hub’s web
site. This new enterprise will start on Monday, September 9, and will serve as an aggregation site
and distributor for farms and businesses in Whatcom and Skagit Counties, as well as having the oty
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ability to connect local farms for distribution to new markets further south along the I-5 corridor.

The Puget Sound Food Hub operates a web-based purchasing platform and currently has 40 participating farms selling di-

rectly to 60 businesses located from Whatcom County south to King County, and out to Is-

land and San Juan Counties. The system makes it easy for the buyers to buy direct from local
farms with one order, one payment, and one delivery. Current buyers include the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation, Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center, San Juan Food Co-op,

Seattle University, the Markets, LLC, and the Train Wreck Bar and Grill.

Read more here - http:/ /goo.g1/vZS]Yn
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Opinion: NY Times - Don’t let your children grow up to be farmers

By Bren Smith - August 9, 2014

NEW HAVEN — AT a farm-to-table dinner recently, I sat huddled in a corner with some other farmers, out of earshot of
the foodies happily eating kale and freshly shucked oysters. We were comparing business models and profit margins, and it
quickly became clear that all of us were working in the red.

The dirty secret of the food movement is that the much-celebrated small-scale farmer isn’t making a living. After the tools
are put away, we head out to second and third jobs to keep our farms afloat. Ninety-one percent of all farm households rely
on multiple sources of income. Health care, paying for our kids’ college, preparing for retirement? Not happening. With the
overwhelming majority of American farmers operating at a loss — the median farm income was negative $1,453 in 2012 —
farmers can barely keep the chickens fed and the lights on.

Others of us rely almost entirely on Department of Agriculture or foundation grants, not retail sales, to generate farm in-
come. And young farmers, unable to afford land, are increasingly forced into neo-feudal relationships, working the fields of

wealthy landowners. Little wonder the median age for farmers and ranchers is now 56.  Read on...
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In Short

Food Safety Video Series Explains
Good Agricultural Practices

The Carolina Farm Stewardship Asso-
ciation has launched a series of short
videos to supplement its manual on
Good Agricultural Practices (GAP).
This video series documents real-world
examples of how small, diversified
farms can meet GAP certification re-
quirements. The series of eight online
videos addresses the audit process,
traceability, worker health and hygiene,
watet, animals, equipment, and more.

Videos here: http://g00.21/]i8ioK

The San Juan Preservation Trust
Lopez Harvest Bike Tour - Sept.
21st, Lopez Island.

Bike to three farms where you will have
a chance to talk with the farmers and
hear about their farm operations and
the benefits of having their farmland
protected by a conservation easement.
You will then head back to the histotic
Port Stanley Schoolhouse for a fabulous
local feast and more conversation with
fellow riders and farmers. Resetva-
tions required. Details http://
goo.gl/g4hLFb (PDF)

Cost Share - A Refund of Organic
Certification Fees!

The Washington State Department of
Agriculture's Organic Program recently
announced that cost-share funds are
available to help cover the costs of or-
ganic certification.

The Cost-Share Program helps farmers,
handlers and processors afford the ex-
pense of organic certification by reim-
bursing them for up to 75% of their
certification costs, with a maximum of
$750 per scope of operation. Learn
morte http://goo.gl/tdfg9n (PDF)

National Agritourism Professional Association

The National Agritourism Professionals Association (NAPA) has held an organiza-

tional summit to pass the organization's charter and bylaws, discuss leadership and

membership requirements, and plan a 2015 conference. NAPA will provide industry

resources and support to help agritourism businesses work through regulatory and

policy challenges. Additionally, NAPA will network opportunities for agritourism pro-
fessionals and service providers, farmers, and farm-direct marketers in the promotion

of their agritourism activities.

Learn more here! http://napa-usandcanada.com/

il
NAPA:

national agritourism professionals association

Annual survey of state-level farmland protection programs released

American Farmland Trust (AFT) has released its annual survey of state-level farmland s s ‘I . &

protection programs. The survey found that during 2013, states spent nearly $160

million to protect farm and ranch land covering 81,232 acres. State programs have

invested more than $3.7 billion in protecting farm and ranch land. However, their

American Farmland Trust
SAvVING THE LAND THAT SusTtains Us

investment was down 22 percent from 2012, a seven-year low. The primary state funded source in Washington (Washington
Wildlife and Recreation Program) through 2012 has protected 3,048 acres.

Read the survey by going to: http://www.farmlandinfo.org/pace-status-state-programs-2013

Whatcom County Update to Community Food Assessment

The August issue of the WSU Extension Whatcom Ag Monthly includes information on an
update to their 2011 Community Food Assessment (CFA). This update of the 2011 CFA
focuses on current topics and emerging trends that were identified by key informants in each
sector of the food system. A CFA describes the food system in a way that is useful to com-

munity members and those working to improve the food system.

Check out the newly designed, interactive website about the Whatcom County food system.

http://whatcom.wsu.edu/ag/cfa
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WA counties eligible to opt out of fully planning under GMA

Four of the smaller counties in eastern Washington are now eligible to EARTE o8
revert to partially planning status. Pursuant to Chapter 147, Laws of 1'% % Eﬁ?glztn[?:ﬁgt ronztﬁgm merce
2014 ( EHB 1224 2014 Legislature amending 36.70A.040, 36.70A.060, -

and 36.70A.280) and until December 31, 2015, the legislative authority of an eligible county that chose to voluntarily plan
under the GMA, may adopt a resolution to revert to partial planning under the GMA.

The four eligible counties are Ferry, Pend Oreille, Columbia and Garfield counties. An eligible county must adopt a resolu-
tion to remove the county and its cities from the requirements to fully plan under the GMA.

After voluntary reversion, counties and the cities within will still be required under the GMA to adopt Critical Areas Ordi-
nances and include Best Available Science, designate and protect resource lands, and have a Rural Element in their compre-
hensive plan that is consistent with RCW 36.70A.070(5).

Community Development: USDA Seeks Applicants for Grants

USDA seeks applications for grants to inctease economic oppot-

. . . . . USDA .&_ United States Department of Agriculture
tunity and improve the quality of life in rural areas. Grants will be & —SW& Rural Development

awarded to organizations to provide critical financial and technical s E‘g!,.rc‘?,',:,pmem Commitied to the fubure of rural communiies

assistance to recipients to develop and strengthen their capacity to

carry out housing, community facilities and community and economic development projects.

Recipients must be non-profit organizations, low-income rural communities, or federally recognized tribes. Intermediary or-
ganizations are requited to provide matching funds at least equal to the RCDI grant. The grants do not go directly to busi-
ness recipients but rather through qualified intermediaries.

The deadline for submitting RCDI applications is November 12, 2014. Applications must be submitted to the USDA Rural
Development state office where the applicant's headquarters are located. More information about the program and how to
apply is available on page 47427 of the August 13, 2014 Federal Register.

Results WA - Increasing water supply for WA Ag

As part of the Governor Inslee’s Results Washington initiative, WSDA and Ecology have set a goal to make 423,000 ac-ft of
new water supply available for agriculture by 2020. Most of the new water supply will be developed through OCR's Odessa
and Yakima River Basin Integrated Water Resource Management Plan projects.

In the video linked here, farmer Orman Johnson, Agriculture Director Bud Hover, and Ecology's Office of Columbia River

(OCR) Director, Derek Sandison discuss goals for developing agricultural water supply with Governor Jay Inslee (see video
and supporting materials at http://www.ecv.wa.gov/programs/wr/cwp/crwmp.html). Scroll to minute 82.34 to begin

Oram’s comments to Gov Inslee on his families history with irrigation.

National Conference on Farmland, Food, and Livable Communities

EDUCATION wn OCTOBER 20-22, 2014

Join American Farmland Trust October 20-22 in Lexington, KY, for a first-of- E-‘ g A ATION 2 Mo e o
. . . . .. I~

its-kind national conference on Farmland, Food and Livable Communities. g9 3 Farmland §MNCHLAND Qé

. . . . FAMILY FARMERS it 3]

The focus will be the challenges faced by American agriculture in the 21st . Foo sl T W

. rano Livable Communities - :

Century. How should we take care of the farmland we haver Will we have CONNECTIONS _recmwncriwiiss  CONSERVATION =

FOOD SECURITY o

enough farmland to support the food and fiber needs of our increasing popu-
lation? Join the discussion in Lexington about: Conserving Farmland and Growing Smart; Supporting Agriculture and
Community Food Security; Helping the Next Generation Enter and Succeed in Agriculture; and, Promoting Farmland Suc-

cession and Access to Land. Learn more and register for this event by going to: http://farmland.org/news/events/
national-agricultural-landscapes-forum /2014National-Conference.asp
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New publication: Barnyards and Birkenstocks

A new publication from author Don Stuart takes on the issue of why farmers and environmentalist need

BARNYARDS

BIRKENSTOCKS

Why Farmers and Envitonmestalists

into environmentally harmful applications. But food cultivation has ecological consequences, too. Farms Nuad Each Otkar

each other. From the excerpt:

Rural America is struggling. Family agriculture is gradually fading, and prime farmland is often converted

consume eighty percent of the nation’s water. Although they often prevent sprawling development, im-
prove water quality, or provide wildlife habitat, they also pollute rivers, drain wetlands, or emit destruc-
tive greenhouse gasses.

Don Stuart believes two dangerous trends—the loss of farms and damage to eco-

systems—are connected, and that a major cause is the political deadlock between
. > farmers and environmental activists. He offers a radical proposal: collaboration. To promote empathy
and point out the costs of continued political impasse, he presents opposing perspectives. Topics in-
@ clude incentives, regulations, government spending, environmental markets, growth management, cli-

@l mate change, public lands grazing, and the Federal Farm Bill. Drawing from a lifetime spent settling
¥ conflicts, he identifies characteristics of successful community programs to suggest a model for a pros-
., perous, healthy future.

Check out more excerpts by going to: http://donstuart.net/book

WSDA Report: Surface Water Monitoring Program for Pesticides - 2013 Summary

WSDA recently released their Surface Water Monitoring Program for Pesticides in Salmon-Bearing Streams,
2013 Data Summary. It is available at: Surface Water Monitoring Program 2013 Data Report or Natural Resources Assess-

ment Publications.

The Washington State Departments of Agriculture and Ecology have been conducting a multi-year monitoring program
since 2003 to characterize pesticide concentrations in selected salmon-bearing streams during the typical pesticide-use period
in Washington. This report summarizes data collected during the 2013 monitoring season. Surface water samples were ana-
lyzed for 174 pesticides and pesticide-related compounds.

During 2013, there were 1,572 individual detections of 67 pesticides (and pesticide-related compounds) at 17 sites sampled
statewide. Herbicides were the most frequently detected class of pesticide, followed by insecticides, pesticide degradates, fun-
gicides, wood preservatives, and then pesticide synergists.

For more information on the program, please visit the Surface Water Monitoring Program for Pesticides in Salmonid-
Bearing Streams website.

How has GMA impacted farmland in Washington?

The American Planning Association Washington chapter is conducing

a two-part research process to answer the question “Has the Growth b . : -
Management Act (GMA) impacted the amount of farmland in Wash- “ J"\ American Planning Association

ington State in terms of its continuance as farmland or its develop- Washington Chapter
ment/ conversion to other uses?”. Making Great Communities Happen

This link directs you to their August 2004 update: http://washington-apa.org/newsletters/article/
how has gma made an impact on farmland in washington aug2014

The article summarizes part 1 of the study where they synthesized the findings from existing relevant reports. In Part 2, they

are examining specific counties. These findings will be shared in 2015.

Head to the article to learn more about overall findings from part 1 of the study.



http://agr.wa.gov/FP/Pubs/docs/411-SWM2013Report.pdf�
http://agr.wa.gov/FP/Pubs/NaturalResourcesAssessmentPubs.aspx�
http://agr.wa.gov/FP/Pubs/NaturalResourcesAssessmentPubs.aspx�
http://agr.wa.gov/FP/Pubs/NaturalResourcesAssessmentPubs.aspx�
http://agr.wa.gov/FP/Pubs/NaturalResourcesAssessmentPubs.aspx�
http://agr.wa.gov/PestFert/natresources/SWM/�
http://agr.wa.gov/PestFert/natresources/SWM/�
http://agr.wa.gov/PestFert/natresources/SWM/�
http://agr.wa.gov/PestFert/natresources/SWM/�
http://donstuart.net/about/�
http://donstuart.net/book/�
http://washington-apa.org/newsletters/article/how_has_gma_made_an_impact_on_farmland_in_washington_aug2014�
http://washington-apa.org/newsletters/article/how_has_gma_made_an_impact_on_farmland_in_washington_aug2014�
http://washington-apa.org/newsletters/article/how_has_gma_made_an_impact_on_farmland_in_washington_aug2014�
http://washington-apa.org/newsletters/article/how_has_gma_made_an_impact_on_farmland_in_washington_aug2014�

OFFICE OF FARMLAND PRESERVATION NEWSLETTER PAGE 7

Average Farm Business Net Cash Income Forecast To Decline in 2014

Average net cash income for farm businesses is expected to decline 6.4 percent in 2014 compared to
2013, but should remain above 2010’s average income.

Pt

cash income in 2014. These increases are due to higher prices for most livestock products and decreasing 64 ‘!:‘ :
BGAN D

P

feed costs.

All crop farm business specializations are forecast to experience declines in average net cash income, with
the second consecutive year of expected declines for specialty crop and other field crop farms.

Farm businesses continue to face higher costs for all major expense categories with the exception of feed costs. Cash ex-
penses are expected to increase about 4.5 percent on average in 2014.

For full details about these forecasts, go to: http://www.ers.usda.gov/topics/farm-economy/farm-sector-income-finances/
farm-business-income.aspx#.U 96gWPLrfR

Low Stress Cattle Handling Review

Check out this video from WSU Extension Low Stress Cattle Handling training seminars.

http://vimeo.com/83256777

The video is a review of Washington State University Extension Low-Stress Cattle Handling training semi- i
nars featuring nationally recognized cattle handling expert and veterinarian Dr. Tom Noffsinger from Ben-

kelman, Nebraska. The video features 8 sessions concerning the training; the importance & interest in low
-stress handling; working with cattle instinct and natural behavior; how to greet cattle; how to communicate with cattle; pre-
pating and training cattle; unloading a truck/trailer; and moving cattle in Bud Box.

Paying Fruit Pickers Per Pound

From Growing Produce - By David Eddy

Several years ago cherry grower Mike Omeg, who is always looking for ways to do a better job and in-
crease his bottom line, sat down and asked himself one critical question: “How can I reduce my operat-
ing costs without hurting the quality of the fruit?”

Omeg, who farms 375 acres of cherties in The Dalles, OR, considered numerous factors, but there was
one that really stood out: His harvest costs were too high. He was paying pickers to fill buckets of cher-
ries that allegedly weighed 20 pounds. The problem is, there wasn’t 20 pounds in the average bucket.
Omeg knew this because he is a fastidious record keepert.

For example, this year Omeg’s crews — there are about 300 people out in the orchards during harvest, including supervisors
— picked 5,234,499 pounds of fruit into 266,917 buckets. (Omeg harvests both the fruit he grows and for one other
grower.) That comes out to an average bucket weight of 19.61 pounds. Because Omeg pays the pickers based on a 20-pound
bucket, he figures he overpaid them by $16,135.  Read onl!

USDA Secretary provides six-month update on Farm Bill

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack recently announced continued progress on implementing the Agricultural Act of 2014
(the 2014 Farm Bill), which President Obama signed into law nearly six months ago on Feb. 7, 2014. The 2014 Farm Bill
reforms agricultural policy, reduces the deficit, and helps grow America’s economy. Since the Farm Bill was signed into law,
USDA has made progress throughout all 12 titles of the 2014 Farm Bill.

Check out the progress report by going to: http://goo.gl/XBq7SS
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Small Business Innovation Research
Program - Phase I

USDA invites science-based small busi-
ness firms to submit research applica-
tions for up to $100,000. USDA will
support high-quality research or re-
search and development applications
containing advanced concepts related to
important scientific problems and op-
portunities that could lead to significant
public benefit. The Phase I application
should concentrate on research that will
significantly contribute to proving the
scientific or technical feasibility of the
approach or concept.

Details here

Applications are due by Oct 2, 2014.

American Pastured Poultry
Producers Association Scholarship

The American Pastured Poultry Produc-
ers Association (APPPA) is now accept-
ing applications for its annual $500
scholarship/gift. The scholarship may
be used for any educational activity re-
lated to pastured poultry, such as at-
tending conferences and workshops,
trainings, youth education, or on-farm
trials. APPPA membership is not re-
quired to apply.

Details: http://www.apppa.otg/
blog /24228

Applications are due by Oct 15, 2014.

Western SARE Professional
Development Program Grants

Western Sustainable Agriculture Re-
search and Education (SARE) program
is accepting applications for Profes-
sional Development Program (PDP)
competitive grants of up to $75,000.
PDP grants help Cooperative Extension
Service, Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service, and other agricultural pro-
fessionals in the Western Region in-
crease their understanding and profi-
ciency in sustainable agriculture.

Details: http://www.westernsare.org/

Grants/Types-of-Grants

Applications are due by Oct. 29 2014

Mark Your Calendars

WA Young Farmer 5th Annual
Young Farmers Mixer

Sunday, Oct. 5th, 2014, 5pm - 10pm
Independence Valley Community Hall
Rochester, WA (Map)

e  Cider pressing, potluck, spit roast-
ing by Hogstone/Farmrun, craft
beer, live music & dancing

e Farm tours eatlier in the day

e Camping available at nearby Second
Spring Farm

Tilth Producers - WSU Small Farms
Program Farm Walk

Port Townsend, Monday, Sept. 8, 2014

Farm Walk at Alpenfire Orchards. This
certified organic cidery will share how

they manage their diverse cider apple
orchards to produce high-quality, award
-winning ciders and vinegars.

Register today!

WA Tilth Producers Conference,
Vancouver WA - Nov. 7-9

The 2014 conference will be held at the
Hilton in Vancouver WA. This confer-
ence marks a milestone in that it is the
40th anniversary of Tilth! Kick off Fri-
day November 7, 2014 with two day-
long symposia to choose from plus an
all-day information fair.

http:/ /tilthproducers.org/
programs/conference-2/

WA Food Coalition Conference

The WA Food Coalition annual confer-
ence will be held September 10-12 at the
Wenatchee Convention Centet.

Registration open!
Details available by going to:

http://www.wafoodcoalition.org

conference

3rd annual Easements in
Washington Seminar - October 30

To view the full agenda, which includes
registration information and pricing, go
to the link below.

To register over the phone, or if you
have any questions please call the Semi-
nar Group at 800-574-4852.

View Agenda, Faculty, and Pricing
or Register Now

Oregon Small Farms Conference -
February 28, 2015

This daylong event is geared toward
farmers, agticulture professionals, food
policy advocates, students and managers
of farmers markets. Twenty-four ses-
sions will be offered on a variety of top-
ics relevant to the Oregon small farm-
ers. This year there will be a session
track in Spanish. Details here

“OUR MISSION IS TO PROMOTE THE VITALITY OF FARMING, FARMERS, AND RANCHERS BY EN-
SURING THAT WE WILL CONTINUE TO HAVE PRODUCTIVE AGRICULTURAL LANDS IN WASHING-
TON STATE. WE WILL ACHIEVE THIS THROUGH POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE GOVER-
NOR, THE LEGISLATURE, THE OFFICE OF FARMLAND PRESERVATION AND OTHERS AND BY
ENLISTING PUBLIC SUPPORT. PROGRAMS WILL BE VOLUNTARY, RECOGNIZE LOCAL PRIORITIES,
AND PROVIDE FOR ECONOMIC INCENTIVES.”
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