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The 4th Annual INW Small Farms Conference “Farm-A-Palouse-A” will be held on No-
vember 1, 2014 at Spokane Community College in Spokane WA.  This one day confer-
ence features than 20 seminars across five tracks where participants will get valuable in-
formation all day long. This event is designed for urban and rural farmers.   

Workshop topics include Equipment and Mechanics, Growing Small Fruits and Berries, 
Forest Stewardship, Business Planning (a 2 hour course), Washington Labor Laws, High 
Tunnels for Better Farming, and many more. 

Click Here to Register Online!    

More details available by going to: http://sccd.org/smacreage.html 

4th Annual Inland Northwest Small Farms Conference - Nov 1 

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Secretary Tom Vilsack recently unveiled two highly an-
ticipated new programs to help farmers better manage risk, ushering in one of the most signifi-
cant reforms to U.S. farm programs in decades. 

The new programs, Agricultural Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC), are cor-
nerstones of the commodity farm safety net programs in the 2014 Farm Bill, legislation that 
ended direct payments. Both programs offer farmers protection when market forces cause sub-
stantial drops in crop prices and/or revenues. Producers will have through early spring of 2015 to 

select which program works best for their businesses. 

To help farmers choose between ARC and PLC, USDA helped create online tools that allow farmers to enter information 
about their operation and see projections about what each program will mean for them under possible future scenarios. The 
new tools are now available at www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc. 

Starting Monday, Sept. 29, 2014, farm owners may begin visiting their local Farm Service Agency (FSA) offices if they want to 
update their yield history and/or reallocate base acres, the first step before choosing which new program best serves their risk 
management needs.  

USDA Unveils New Programs to Help Farmers Manage Risk 

Washington State University has offered a graduate certificate in sustainable agriculture on campus since 2008. Now it will 
offer the certificate online beginning in the spring.  

WSU’s nine-credit online certificate gives you graduate-level expertise at researching and improving sustainable agriculture. It 
is designed for current and future researchers, those already enrolled in a graduate program, and working professionals, such 
as producers, organic certifying agents, and corporate sustainability officers. 

The certificate requires two core courses and one elective from a menu of options that includes a hands-on internship or 
practicum. All courses are taught by faculty at WSU’s world-renowned College of Agricultural, Human, and Natural Resource 
Sciences (CAHNRS). To be admitted into the program, applicants will need a bachelor's degree and a 3.0 GPA in a related 
field.  

For more information, go to: http://online.wsu.edu/cert/sustainableAg.aspx . 

WSU offers graduate online certificate in sustainable agriculture 
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Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack recently announced the award of $15.7 million in Conserva-
tion Innovation Grants (CIGs) to 47 organizations that will help develop and demonstrate cut-
ting-edge ideas to accelerate innovation in private lands conservation. Washington state re-
ceived one grant, awarded to Okanogan Conservation District ($306,453).  See the full list of 
recipients by going to: CIG Awards 

From the Okanogan CD project description: 

A large number of producers across the Inland Northwest are interested in integrating cover crops into their winter wheat-
summer fallow rotation. Cover crops have been utilized extensively in the Midwest and the eastern United States, where 
summer precipitation is prevalent, to build soil organic matter, reduce soil temperature and fertility inputs and improve farm 
sustainability. Because cover crops have not been evaluated in the 8 to 12-inch, non-irrigated rainfall zone, Inland Northwest 
producers have been hesitant to integrate them into their production systems. Cover crops in the low rainfall regions have 
the potential to reduce soil moisture and therefore reduce the yields of the successive crop.  

Following the recent National Forum on Cover Crops and Soil Health, producers became interested in conducting on-farm 
demonstrations to improve soil health through cover crops. This project will support collaboration with producers to exam-
ine the feasibility of planting cover crops in the low-rainfall, non-irrigated wheat-fallow region of Washington. By closely 
monitoring soil moisture and other parameters, producers will gain more information and knowledge on the use and feasibil-
ity of cover crops in the area and the best way to include cover crops in their rotation. 

Okanogan CD receives grant to examine cover crops 

Over the next three months vegetable growers in the United States will have the opportunity to provide first-hand informa-
tion on their production practices when they participate in the 2014 Vegetable Chemical Use Survey, conducted by USDA’s 
National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS).  As with all NASS surveys, information provided by respondents is confiden-
tial by law. NASS safeguards the confidentiality of all responses and publishes only state and national-level data, ensuring 
that no individual producer or operation is identified.  

During the October 1, 2014 – January 10, 2015 data collection period, NASS representatives will be conducting in-person 
interviews with growers to gather information on their planted target vegetable acreage, fertilizer and pesticide application 
data, and pest management practices.  

The results of the 2014 Vegetable Chemical Use Survey will be released on NASS’s website at www.nass.usda.gov on August 
5, 2015. For more information call the NASS Northwest Regional Field Office at (800) 435-5883. 

2014 Vegetable Chemical Use Survey underway in Washington 

The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) recently issued 
revised proposed regulations aimed at ensuring a safe food 
supply under the Food Safety Modernization Act (FSMA).  
FDA is inviting a new round of public comments to respond 
to its revised language on several key provisions with significant implications for farmers and food businesses. 

Based on extensive outreach and public comment, the FDA revisions to four proposed rules are designed to help prevent 
food-borne illness. When finalized, the proposed rules will implement portions of the FDA Food Safety Modernization Act 
(FSMA), which aims to strengthen food safety by shifting the focus to preventing food safety problems rather than respond-
ing to problems after the fact. 

The FDA is currently accepting comments on the proposed revisions of the four proposed rules for 75 days while continu-
ing to review comments already received on the sections of the proposed rules that are staying the same. The agency will 
consider both sets of comments before issuing final rules in 2015.  

To review and comment on the four proposed rules, go to: http://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/Newsroom/
PressAnnouncements/ucm414867.htm 

FDA releases revised food safety rules - open for comment 
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Free Listing in new USDA Local 
Food Directories for CSAs, Food 

Hubs, and Farm Markets 

To better connect farmers and buyers, 
and enhance awareness of available local 
food sources, USDA has created three 
new Local Food Directories for com-
munity-supported agriculture operations 
(CSAs), food hubs and on-farm mar-
kets. Sign up at:  

http://usdalocalfooddirectories.com/ 

Save the Date! Focus on Farming is 
November 20, 2014, Monroe, WA 

The 11th annual Focus on Farming 
conference, "Back to the Farm" at the 
Evergreen State Fairgrounds in Monroe, 
WA. The conference will feature key-
note speakers, industry trade show, net-
working opportunities and 24 great 
workshop classes in six industry tracks.  

View more details and register today. 
Online registration is now available.  

Job Opportunity: Mobile Poultry 
Processing positions 

The Northwest Agriculture Business 
Center is looking to hire a Processing 
Supervisor and a Processing Technician 
for their recently completed Mobile 
Poultry Processing Unity. 

Details on the processing unit here. 

To learn more about these positions, 
contact David Bauermeister 360-336-
3727  or David@AgBizCenter.org 

In Short 

Nation's Ag Co-ops Set Record for Annual Sales and Income 

USDA recently announced that the nation's farmer, rancher and fishery cooperatives set a new sales record in 2013, with 
total business volume of more than $246 billion. That surpasses the previous record, set in 2012, by $8 billion, a 4 percent 
gain. U.S. co-ops also enjoyed robust job growth over the previous year. 

This third consecutive year of record sales by ag cooperatives reflects increased sales in the overall farm economy in 2013. 
U.S. crop production and livestock sales both increased 6 percent in 2013, while production input (farm supply) sales in-
creased 2 percent. 

Ag co-ops also enjoyed record net income (before taxes) of $6.2 billion, besting the previous high of $6.1 billion, set in 2012. 
Co-op income is either reinvested in the co-op for needed improvements or returned to the member-owners. It then circu-
lates in local communities. 

The number of full-time employees working for ag co-ops climbed by almost 7,000 in 2013, to 136,000, up 5 percent from 
2012. Counting seasonal employees, ag co-ops employ 191,000 people. 

In addition to marketing and processing their members' crops and livestock, co-ops are also major players in the farm supply 
market. Co-op sales of petroleum, feed, seed and crop protectants were all up in 2013. Fertilizer sales declined, the only ma-
jor farm supply to see sales drop in 2013. 

The Washington National Agricultural Statistics Ser-
vice recently reported annual cash rent expense on 
Washington ag land. The Cash rent expense for all 
cropland in Washington is $205 per acre for 2014, 
down $7.00 per acre from the previous year. Irrigated 
cropland is estimated at $340 per acre, down $20.00 
per acre from 2013. Non-irrigated cropland rental ex-
pense is $74.00 per acre, up $7.00 per acre from last 
year. 

The change over 2013 for irrigated cropland is a de-
cline of 5.6%, a 10.4% increase for non-irrigated land 
and an 18.2% decrease for pasture ground. 

 

Washington per acre cash rent results: 2010-14 
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Commercial kitchen space available 
for rent in Seattle 

The Millionair Club Charity is a Seattle 
non-profit organization that in part in-
cludes a meals program.  Their commer-
cial kitchen is unused and available in 
the afternoons, evenings, and on week-
ends.  They are interested in offering it 
for rent to small and/or up-and-coming 
food businesses.  

To learn more and inquire about equip-
ment, contact Lindsey Webb, Food Pro-
grams Manager, 206.728.5627 or      
lindseyw@millionairclub.org  

Details of draft fish consumption 
rule released 

Washingtonians get a chance to preview 
proposed water quality standards for 
toxic chemicals that include new fish 
consumption rates. The new preliminary 
draft rule proposes standards for how 
clean our waters need to be, and would 
control pollution limits for businesses 
and municipalities that discharge waste 
water. The rule contains a unique provi-
sion that no standard would allow more 
pollution than today’s standard, except 
arsenic that occurs naturally.  

Details on Ecology’s website - http://
goo.gl/Ox8Csh 

$1.9 million for farmland protection 
in WA awarded through USDA 

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack re-
cently $328 million ($1.9 in WA) in con-
servation funding is being invested to 
help landowners protect and restore key 
farmlands, grasslands and wetlands 
across the nation.  

Funding in Washington was 38 of 52 
for states and territories.  The Pacific 
NW states of Idaho, Oregon, and 
Washington combined for $7.3 million 
or just over 2% of all awarded funding.   

Details http://goo.gl/bZbFVN  

In Short 

Fall Planting Underway in Washington 
The WA National Agricultural Statistics Service recently reported late September crop progress and condition.   

In western Washington cool and rainy conditions were reported providing much needed soil moisture that had been de-
pleted by summer dry conditions. The rain slowed down much of the field work in some areas. Harvesting of sweet corn was 
in full swing; gourds, squash, and pumpkins were ripe and ready for fresh market sales. Dairy producers continued to harvest 
corn for silage.  

In eastern Washington apple harvest continued. Rainfall was welcomed by dryland farmers while rainfall helped winter wheat 
seedlings. Grape growers on the other hand lost nearly two harvesting days due to rain. Farmers’ market began to close after 
a successful season. Winter wheat emerged and appeared to be in good condition. Reports in the east central district indi-
cated much needed moisture with the continuation of drought conditions. Potato and corn harvest were in full swing. Both 
timothy and alfalfa harvest were doing well. The storage onion harvest was at its early stages with late sweet corn still being 
processed. Livestock returned to winter pastures and continued to be in good condition. 

From WSU College of Agricultural, Human and Natural Resource Sciences - Link Here 

PULLMAN, Wash. – As the decline of honey bee populations garners international attention, David Crowder and Eli Bloom 
are turning to a different breed of bees for pollination services. 

Their three-year research project will help farmers and scientists understand native bee communities on small-scale farms in 
western Washington with support from a nearly half-million dollar grant from the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National 
Institute of Food and Agriculture. 

“Scientists really don’t know what an optimal native bee community on a farm in western Washington looks like, so that’s 
going to be exciting to find out,” said Crowder, an entomologist who studies insect ecology at Washington State University. 

Bloom, a Ph.D. student who began studies with Crowder a year ago, has been working closely with farmers in rural and ur-
ban areas of King and Thurston counties. He has collected about 2,000 bee specimens from two dozen farms – a kind of 
“bug census” to look at the ecology of bee communities in diversified farming systems: farms and gardens producing a vari-
ety of crops year-round.  Read the reset of the story at: http://news.cahnrs.wsu.edu/2014/09/30/leaning-on-native-bees-
amid-the-honey-bee-decline/ 

Leaning on native bees amid the honey bee decline 
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A USDA pilot program is helping small producers reach more retail markets by 
making Good Agricultural Practices (GAP) certification more accessible and af-
fordable. Under the pilot, cooperatives, food hubs and other groups of small 
producers can pool resources to implement food safety training programs, per-
form internal inspections and share the cost of GAP certification. 

Another new Agricultural Marketing Service program that is making a big differ-
ence for small producers is the USDA Grass Fed Program for Small and Very 
Small Producers. This program was designed as a verification tool for producers.  
It allows them to market their cattle and sheep as USDA certified grass-fed, 
thereby increasing the animals’ market value and creating new economic opportunities for the producers. 

Read more about these programs by going to: http://blogs.usda.gov/2014/09/22/big-help-for-small-producers/ 

Big Help for Small Producers 

New Toolkit Helps Plan Shared-Use Kitchens 
A new resource from the Leopold Center for Sustainable Agriculture is designed to help commu-
nity and organization leaders make informed decisions about starting shared-used kitchens. The 
Shared-use Kitchen Planning Toolkit is a 44-page guide written by Leopold Center Program As-
sistant Alice Topaloff in collaboration with Iowa State University Extension and Outreach. The 
guide discusses what should be included in a feasibility study, business plan and other key consid-
erations, licensing and insurance regulations in Iowa, and sample rental agreements. Shared-use 
kitchens help develop the local food system by incorporating food processors, which are often a 
missing link between a producer and a consumer.  

The publication is available for free online by going to:  

http://www.leopold.iastate.edu/news/09-22-2014/shared-use-kitchen-toolkit 

Wednesday, October 29, 2014 - 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. - Three Rivers 
Convention Center - Kennewick, WA 

This popular one-day seminar with Dr. Dave Kohl and Dr. Roger Stark 
provides insights into the trends affecting business today and into the fu-
ture. Bring your team and family to hear Dr. Kohl, one of the world's leading agricultural economists and management ex-
perts, whose fun and engaging style makes complex issues easy to understand and entertaining to learn. This year's program 
will also feature Dr. Stark who shares a no-nonsense perspective on the state of health care in the United States. 

Registration details at https://www.regonline.com/builder/site/Default.aspx?EventID=1621088 

Northwest Farm Credit - Ag Outlook Conference, Oct. 29 

Posted by Chad Kruger September 12, 2014 at http://csanr.wsu.edu/megadrought/ 

One of the caveats I always state when presenting the results of our research on projected climate change impacts on PNW 
agricultural production is: we don’t yet know if climate change will disrupt our existing regional climate cycles. To date, the 
climate forecasts for our region indicate a future where climate change amplifies the current cycles – resulting in a future that 
is warmer and possibly slightly wetter on average, but still keeping the pattern of relatively short-cycling between wet and dry 
periods. These wet and dry periods rarely last for more than a couple of years. Read more » 

Are we at risk of  a megadrought in the PNW? 
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WASHINGTON STATE CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

“Our mission is to promote the vitality of farming, farmers, and ranchers by en-
suring that we will continue to have productive agricultural lands in Washing-
ton State. We will achieve this through policy recommendations to the Gover-
nor, the Legislature, the Office of Farmland Preservation and others and by 
enlisting public support. Programs will be voluntary, recognize local priorities, 
and provide for economic incentives.”  

Mark Your Calendars 
4th Annual Small Farms Conference 

Nov 1, Spokane, WA   

Farm-A-Palouse-A is about food and 
farming for everyone and features al-
most 30 classes across five tracks. The 
all-day event will be held at Spokane 
Community College.   

Registration is now open!  

For more information and to register, 
visit http://sccd.org/smacreage.html  

Seed Cleaning Techniques and 
Equipment Training Workshop  

The workshop will cover a wide range 
of vegetable crops and discussion on 
how regional growers can most effec-
tively harvest and clean their seed crops 
at a range of scales.  Oct. 6, 2014 from 
1:30pm to 4:30pm - Greenbank Farm, 
765 Wonn Rd, Greenbank, WA  

$5 cost - registration required: 
www.seedalliance.org/events  

WA Tilth Producers Conference, 
Vancouver WA - Nov. 7-9 

The 2014 conference will be held at the 
Hilton in Vancouver WA. This confer-
ence marks a milestone in that it is the 
40th anniversary of Tilth! Kick off Fri-
day November 7, 2014 with two day-
long symposia to choose from plus an 
all-day information fair.  

http://tilthproducers.org/
programs/conference-2/ 

Stevens County Agriculture Water 
Tour - Oct.8, 2014, 9 am - 3:00 pm.   

WSU Stevens County Extension and 
Stevens County Conservation District 
are hosting a farm project tour to look 
at and discuss water quality and quantity 
projects in the Colville area.  

For more information, contact Dean 
Hellie at 509-685 0937 x110 or 
dhellie@co.stevens.wa.us 

Regional Food Hub Conference   
October 25, La Conner WA 

Saturday, October 25, 2014 - 9:00am to 
4:30pm - Maple Hall Conference Center 
- La Conner, WA 

Full agenda and details on conference 
available by going to: http://
goo.gl/4sz1mP 

 

Oregon Small Farms Conference - 
February 28, 2015 

This daylong event is geared toward 
farmers, agriculture professionals, food 
policy advocates, students and managers 
of farmers markets. Twenty-four ses-
sions will be offered on a variety of top-
ics relevant to the Oregon small farm-
ers.  This year there will be a session 
track in Spanish.  Details here 

Western SARE Professional          
Development Program Grants 

Western Sustainable Agriculture Re-
search and Education (SARE) program 
is accepting applications for Profes-
sional Development Program (PDP) 
competitive grants of up to $75,000. 
PDP grants help Cooperative Extension 
Service, Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service, and other agricultural pro-
fessionals in the Western Region in-
crease their understanding and profi-
ciency in sustainable agriculture. 

Details: http://www.westernsare.org/
Grants/Types-of-Grants 

Applications are due by Oct. 29 2014  

American Pastured Poultry          
Producers Association Scholarship 

The American Pastured Poultry Produc-
ers Association (APPPA) is now accept-
ing applications for its annual $500 
scholarship/gift. The scholarship may 
be used for any educational activity re-
lated to pastured poultry, such as at-
tending conferences and workshops, 
trainings, youth education, or on-farm 
trials. APPPA membership is not re-
quired to apply. 

Details: http://www.apppa.org/
blog/24228 

Applications are due by Oct 15, 2014.  

Northwest Trade Adjustment       
Assistance Grants 

Grants for business improvement pro-
jects are available through the North-
west Trade Adjustment Assistance Cen-
ter, a nonprofit that has been working 
with agricultural businesses and manu-
facturers for over 30 years.  

Visit their website, www.nwtaac.org, to 
meet some of the businesses that have 
taken advantage of this grant funding. 
Or call NWTAAC to see if your entity 
is eligible, 1-800-667-8087. 
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