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Washington state farm planning workbook now available 
A new publication from the Office of Farmland Preservation is now available 
online and in print.  Check it out online at http://ofp.scc.wa.gov/succession-
planning/.   

Hardcopies are available. If you would like a hardcopy mailed to you , please 
contact us at ofp@scc.wa.gov with mailing information or 360-407-6200. 

Funding for this edition was provided by the Specialty Crop Block Grant Pro-
gram. While this workbook focuses on our state’s specialty crop growers, it is in-
clusive of all Washington farm families as they plan the future of their farm.  

Planning the Future of Your Farm is a workbook for families who want to 
keep their farmland in production and/or “in the family” as it passes to the next 
generation. The workbook helps address the one question: Who will farm the 
land? 

The workbook is laid out in four sections, each with narratives supported by 
worksheets. Families can use it themselves or under the guidance of a professional 
adviser. Each section corresponds to a suggested planning process. 

After you have reviewed, please take a moment to complete a short survey 
either online or hardcopy (included in hardcopy workbook) providing feedback and input as we work to improve 
the tools available for Washington farm and ranchers. The online survey is available at http://goo.gl/QUbCkN 

Washington State Parks is requesting comment on a proposed policy that would establish a process 
for motorized uses to occur along rail trail corridors or “long-distance” trails. These are stand-alone 
trails within what the agency calls “linear” parks, usually located on former railroad rights-of-way. 
Examples include the Willapa Hills Trail, John Wayne Pioneer Trail, Columbia Plateau Trail, 
Klickitat Trail, and Spokane River Centennial Trail.    

Often these trails lie adjacent to agricultural land. That’s why the Washington State Parks and Rec-
reation Commission is holding public workshops to gather input on its draft policy relating to the 
use of motorized vehicles on State Parks long-distance trails. The parks commission anticipates 
that the majority of the permit requests under this policy will be from adjacent landowners seeking 
to drive on the trail to access their agricultural lands. 

The draft policy is available for review on the project webpage. Public input is being collected 
through Dec. 19, either online, or by attending one of two public workshops. The first workshop will be in Ellensburg, from 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 17, at the Hal Holmes Center, 209 N. Ruby Street. The second workshop will be in 
Chehalis, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 19, at the Veterans Memorial Museum, 100 S.W. Veterans Way. 

Comments will be considered in developing a final policy, to be adopted by the Parks and Recreation Commission at its  
meeting on Jan. 29, 2015.  

For more information contact Nikki Fields, trails coordinator, at 360-902-8658 or nikki.fields@parks.wa.gov.  

Rail Trails: WA State parks wants to hear from ag landowners 
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NABC: Hard Cider Production Courses 
Northwest Agriculture Business Center (NABC) offers several cider business and production workshops and courses 
throughout the year and has scheduled several for Cider Production Principles & Practice.   The following classes and 
workshops are accepting offline registration as NABC upgrades their technology; please contact their office: 
info@agbizcenter.org or call 360-336-3727:  

 Feb 9-13 2015, Seattle, WA  July 20-24 2015 Hood River, OR    

 July 27-31 2015 Walla Walla, WA  Dec 14-18 2015 Mt. Vernon, WA 

More 2015 cider courses - some dates TBD:  Cider Seminar with Peter Mitchell Feb 14th; Business of Making Hard Cider 
Dec 19th; Cider & Perry Orcharding (date TBD). 

The New Entry Sustainable Farming Project, in collaboration with its partners, offers one-on-
one technical assistance, educational resources, and professional development opportunities for 
current grantees and applicants to the Community Food Projects grant program of the USDA 
National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA). 

Applying to the USDA for a Community Food Projects grant can be a challenge, but the bene-
fits to your program and the people you serve can also be extremely valuable.  To find out 
more and to apply for technical assistance, please visit our website at: http://nesfp.org/cfp.  

To apply for one-on-one technical assistance for applicants or current grantees fill out an intake form here. 

Community Food Projects: Tech Assistance Available 

The Washington State Department of Agriculture's Animal Services Division is proposing several rule changes because of 
increased disease concerns to livestock and animal disease traceability. The department proposes to amend chapter 16-610-
020 of the Washington Administrative Code (WAC) to eliminate the livestock inspection exemption for private sales of un-
branded, female, dairy breed cattle involving fifteen head or less. 

To review the proposed rule and to review the Small Business Economic Impact Statement as well as other relevant docu-
ments, go to: http://agr.wa.gov/LawsRules/Rulemaking/AH/LivestockBrandInspection16-610.112013.aspx 

Comments Due:  12/9/2014   

WSDA Proposed Livestock Changes: Comments Accepted 

The National Council of Real Estate Investment Fiduciaries (NCREIF) recently released the 
third quarter 2014 results of the NCREIF Farmland Index. The total return for the quarter 
was 1.45%, comprised of 0.48% appreciation and 0.97% income return. This was below 
third quarter 2013’s 2.94% and second quarter 2014’s 1.73% total return. 

This is the lowest quarterly return since third quarter 2010. It is also below the long-term 
average total return over the history of the index, 2.86%. However, it is slightly above the long-term third quarter average of 
1.40%. The 0.97% income return is a slight improvement from first and second quarter, but the smallest third quarter in-
come return since 2009. 

On a rolling four quarter basis, the Pacific West’s 26.62% was more than double the next closest region, Pacific Northwest. 
The Pacific West has been the best performer on a rolling four quarter basis for five consecutive quarters. 

View the full release of results by going to:  http://www.ncreif.org/news-single.aspx?post=30281 

Farmland Index: Pacific West tops all regions 
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LocalHarvest: CSA Survey Findings 

LocalHarvest in part provides online 
tools that help small farmers thrive.  As 
part of their service, they host a national 
directory of family farms and farmers 
markets, along with restaurants and gro-
cery stores that feature local food.   

Last July they asked CSAs in their data-
base to tell share their thoughts about 
the current status and future of commu-
nity supported agriculture (CSA). Over 
1,000 CSAs participated in our survey, 
which yielded somethought provoking 
results.  

Click through to find out what was 
learned from the survey and some num-
ber crunching from their own database.  

GMA and Related Laws RCW      
Update 2014 Release 

The Department of Commerce’s popu-
lar publication Growth Management 
Act (GMA) and Related Laws – 2014 
RCW Update is now available.  

Due to state budget constraints, this 
booklet will only be available as an elec-
tronic document; no hardcopies will be 
printed.  

This is a valuable resource for land use 
interest groups, local government plan-
ners and more.  

Download the PDF by going to: 

http://goo.gl/8FOy39 

WA slaughter facility loses license 

The Washington State Department of 
Agriculture (WSDA) recently revoked 
the license of the custom slaughter es-
tablishment of Rickson Vilog after in-
spections found on-going sanitation 
problems at the Auburn business.  

The company cannot slaughter and 
process animals, including those pur-
chased live on-site. WSDA also assessed 
a civil penalty of $6,000.  

Custom slaughter establishments are 
typically used by farmers, livestock own-
ers, and practitioners of some religions 
to have their meat animals processed for 
personal consumption.   

Details here: http://goo.gl/ydXeTm 

In Short 

USDA and Partners Complete First-of-Its-Kind Sale of Carbon Credits 
from Working Ranch Grasslands 

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack recently said a U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture grant has helped initiate a partnership that is improving the environment, 
creating a market for carbon credits generated on working grasslands. Chevrolet, 
a division of General Motors, recently purchased almost 40,000 carbon dioxide 
reduction tons generated on working ranch grasslands in the Prairie Pothole re-
gion of North Dakota. 

Chevrolet's first purchase of third-party verified carbon credits generated on 
working ranch grasslands was undertaken voluntarily as part of its commitment 
to reduce eight million tons of carbon dioxide from being emitted. This is comparable to the annual carbon reduction benefit 
of a mature forest the size of Yellowstone National Park. 

USDA's Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) awarded $161,000 through a Conservation Innovation Grant 
(CIG) to Ducks Unlimited in 2011 to develop the necessary methodology to quantify the carbon stored in the soil by avoid-
ing grassland conversions, resulting in the generation of carbon credits. 

This is how the credit system works: 

 Landowners voluntarily place lands under a perpetual easement but retain rights to work the land, such as raising live-
stock and growing hay.  

 The carbon storage benefits of this avoided conversion of grasslands are quantified, verified, and formally registered re-
sulting in carbon credits.  

 The carbon credits are made available to entities interested in purchasing carbon offsets.  

The landowners receive compensation for the carbon credits generated on their lands. "Ranchers benefit from new revenue 
streams, while thriving grasslands provide nesting habitat for wildlife, are more resilient to extreme weather, and help miti-
gate the impact of climate change," said Vilsack. 

USDA & Partners Complete Sale of  Carbon Credits 
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Toolkit Identifies USDA Assistance 
for Small and Mid-Sized              

Meat Producers 

The USDA Grain Inspection, Packers 
& Stockyards Administration has re-
leased a new 24-page toolkit for use by 
small and mid-sized livestock and poul-
try producers. This toolkit highlights 
USDA resources for producer grants, 
loans, and technical assistance, with ex-
amples of meat producers who have 
utilized these resources.  

Download the PDF by going to: 

http://goo.gl/sLOZXN 

New Tool: Grass-fed Beef Financial 
Calculator 

The Pasture Project of the Wallace Cen-
ter has posted two financial calculators. 
The Grassfed Beef Decision Calculator 
is a comprehensive, interactive Excel 
spreadsheet that allows users to examine 
the costs of various beef cattle enter-
prises. Another spreadsheet, Compari-
son of Rental Rates for Landowners, 
lets landowners compare rents from 
leasing to grass-fed beef operations ver-
sus corn producers.  

Check it out by going to: 

http://goo.gl/sCXL3I 

Veteran Careers in Agriculture     
Resource Guide Available 

Farmer Veteran Coalition has released 
Veteran Careers in Agriculture: A Re-
source Guide. The 40-page PDF publi-
cation introduces the Farmer Veteran 
Coalition and its work, profiles veteran 
farmers, discusses opportunities for vet-
erans to find employment in agriculture, 
and offers resources for business plan-
ning. It also serves as a directory of agri-
cultural organizations and educational 
opportunities for farmer veterans. 

Download the PDF by going to: 

http://goo.gl/NRpQd6 

In Short 

Now Available: Guide to Federal Farm and Food Programs 

The National Sustainable Agriculture Coalition’s (NSAC) recently 
made available the Grassroots Guide to Federal Farm and Food 
Programs!  This guide does as its title suggests: it walks you through 
dozens of the federal programs and policies most important to sus-
tainable agriculture and how they can be used by farmers, ranchers, 
and grassroots organizations nationwide. 

This guide is organized into nine chapters, along with a quick-reference overview chart, glossary, and other resources – all 
accessible on the left sidebar of this page: Quick Reference Chart, Preface, Beginning & Socially Disadvantaged Farmers, 
Conservation & Environment, Credit & Crop Insurance, Food Safety, Local & Regional Food Systems, Organic Production, 
Renewable Energy, Rural Development, Sustainable & Organic Research, Glossary and Acronyms, Additional Resources. 

For Farmers and Ranchers 

This guide contains dozens of programs and policies designed to help you succeed! From loans to help you make a down 
payment on land to financial incentives to help you farm more sustainably, there’s lots here for you.  Every program within 
each chapter follows the same format: program basics, eligibility information, success stories, how to apply, program re-
sources, and program history.  The Quick Reference Chart also includes a column noting which programs are available for 
farmers, ranchers, and landowners and which are available for nonprofits or other intermediary organizations.  Questions 
about programs or how to apply are best directed to the federal offices linked on each page’s “How to Apply” section.  

Check it out by going to:  http://sustainableagriculture.net/publications/grassrootsguide/ 

A collaborative of 16 organizations has recently published a new step-by-step manual, A Guide to Developing and Operating 
an Agricultural Individual Development Account (IDA) Program. Readers will learn the basics of IDAs and find a compre-
hensive collection of resources that cover many aspects of IDA program development. The Guide is a resource for organiza-
tions interested in starting their own IDA programs. The 164-page guide is online in PDF.  

Check it out by going to: http://sustainableagriculture.net/blog/new-bfrida-guide-published/ 

Now Available: Guide on Matched Savings Accounts for Beginning Farmers 
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Ag Census Maps now available 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) now 
offers the Ag Census Web Maps application, a dynamic online tool that gives users rapid access to 
Census of Agriculture maps and data about crops and plants, livestock and animals, economics, farms, 
and operators in more than 3,000 counties across the United States.  

The Ag Census Web Maps application is interactive. Users can navigate to an area of interest, print 
the map, display and extract a county’s data, download maps and accompanying data for use with 
common software programs, and integrate the web map services with other mapping applications to 
visualize and analyze 2012 Census of Agriculture data in a geospatial context. NASS developed the application in collabora-
tion with USDA’s Economic Research Service (ERS). 

Anyone can access and use the Ag Census Web Maps data. An application programming interface (API) is also available for 
developers.   The Ag Census Web Maps application is available at: http://goo.gl/yjpqRW 

Inflation and Higher Food Prices Kept Food Insecurity Rates Relatively High After the 
2007-09 Recession - Amber Waves 

USDA’s Economic Research Service recently published a feature in the December 2014 Amber 
Weaves publication examining food security in America following the 2007-09 recession. 

In 2013, 17.5 million U.S. households (14.3 percent) were food insecure at some time during the 
year; that is, they were, at times, unable to acquire adequate food for one or more household 
members because they had insufficient money and other resources for food. During most of the 
period since USDA began monitoring food security in 1995, the rate of food insecurity had re-
mained between 10 and 12 percent, including the 2001 recession. However, with the onset of 

the Great Recession in December 2007, food insecurity increased from 11.1 percent in 2007 to 14.6 percent in 2008. 

Food insecurity has remained near that level since, despite a decline in unemployment from its peak of 10 percent in Octo-
ber 2009 to 6.7 percent in December 2013. While 2013’s prevalence of food insecurity was lower than 2011’s prevalence of 
14.9 percent, food insecurity rates remain above pre-Great Recession levels. 
This leads to the questions, “Why has food security not improved along 
with unemployment?” and “What other economic conditions might be at 
play?”  

To view the full feature, go to: http://goo.gl/H8ebHv 

Feature: USDA evaluates post recession food insecurity 

Friday, February 27, 2015 8:30 AM-3:00 PM, $10 suggested donation, buffet lunch included 

Register today for an engaging and dynamic discussion as local farmers and agribusiness representatives share their strategies 
and experiences for forging new markets. This is an exciting opportunity to interact with your peers, network, and broaden 
the conversation on how to keep farmers farming, by capturing the growing trend of agritourism and direct market sales. 
Special features include a Farm-to-Purchaser networking session (meet one on one with food purchasers) and Farm-to-
Technical networking session, with experts specializing in financing, permits, conservation, and health regulations on hand to 
answer your agribusiness questions.  

Presented by Pierce County Agriculture Program, in partnership with Cascade Harvest Coalition, Pierce Conservation Dis-
trict, Tacoma Pierce County Health Department and WSU Extension. Contact farminfo@co.pierce.wa.us or call 253-798-
3724.  Register here. 

Pierce County Farm Forum - Puyallup WA 
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USDA Rural Development Grants - Energy 
USDA Rural Development is now accepting applications for 
grant and loan support for Energy efficiency and Renewable 
Energy projects through the Rural Energy for America Program 
(REAP) to help rural small business and farmers/ranchers. 

This is a great opportunity to reduce your energy bills; eliminate energy costs; or generate and sell power to the grid as an 
added income stream. A REAP grant along with other incentives and rebates can save you money, make your business better 
and improve your balance sheet.   

REAP Grants can cover up to 25 percent of purchase and installation costs up to a maximum $500,000 grant limit.   

Interested applicants should contact Carlotta Donisi, Business Program Specialist at 360-704-7724 or email:                     
Carlotta.donisi@wa.usda.gov for detailed instructions on application submittal and funding availability. 

Ecology recently completed their final draft of their summary of stakeholder discussions about rural water solutions, and 
analysis of the ideas presented.  The document is on the Rural Water Supply Strategies Workgroup webpage at: 

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wr/wrac/rwss-leg.html 

It is available for direct download by going to: 

Finding Rural Domestic Water Solutions while Protecting Instream Resources - Final Draft  November 2014  

Ecology has scheduled a meeting to get feedback on the ideas and analysis on January 5, 2015 from 1:00pm to 3:00pm at 
Ecology HQ Auditorium: ROA-32/36, with video conference in Yakima CRO: 204-A Waterfall, Spokane ERO: 1-NW-
18VC, Bellevue NWRO: 2A&B, Bellingham BFO: Groucho -102. 

Ecology: Rural Water Supply Strategies Workgroup Update 

Monday, December 8: South Sound Farm to Fork, Olympia, WA - Register here. 

1 PM – 6 PM, Thurston County Fair Expo Center, $10 in advance or $15 at the door 

High consumer demand has created an increased interest in local food procurement, but sometimes it's not easy to create the 
business relationships needed to get food from the farm to the fork. During this half-day event, farmers and ranchers will 
connect with restaurant chefs, grocery retailers, specialty food store owners, food service operators, institutional buyers, food 
processors, and distributors to cultivate partnerships. The  includes a panel discussion by producers and buyers, structured 
networking between food producers and buyers and a resource expo and refreshments.  Register here. 

South Sound Farm to Fork Event - Dec 8 

By Sylvia Kantor, College of Agricultural, Human & Natural Resource Sciences 

A new study by researchers at Washington State University shows that mechanical harvesting of 
cider apples can provide labor and cost savings without affecting fruit, juice, or cider quality.  

The study, published in the journal HortTechnology in October, is one of several studies fo-
cused on cider apple production in Washington State. It was conducted in response to growing 
demand for hard cider apples in the state and the nation… 

Read MORE 

Study reveals promising technology to expand hard cider industry 
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WASHINGTON STATE CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

“Our mission is to promote the vitality of farming, farmers, and ranchers by en-
suring that we will continue to have productive agricultural lands in Washing-
ton State. We will achieve this through policy recommendations to the Gover-
nor, the Legislature, the Office of Farmland Preservation and others and by 
enlisting public support. Programs will be voluntary, recognize local priorities, 
and provide for economic incentives.”  

Mark Your Calendars 

WA State Farmers Market             
Association Annual Conference 

Feb 6-8 Olympia WA. 

Join over 200 farmers market organiz-
ers, farmers and market supporters in 
Olympia for three days of workshops 
and special events. 

Registration begins in November 

www.wafarmersmarkets.com/
conference 

 

Washington Small Fruit Conference 
Lynden Ag Show 2014 

Thursday, December 04, 2014 7:00 AM 
- Friday, December 05, 2014 3:30 PM  

Equine Events Center - NW Washing-
ton Fair - 1775 Front Street - Lynden, 
Washington 98264 

Registration details: 

http://goo.gl/ZpmdUW 

February 27/28 San Juan Islands 
Agricultural Summit                      

Lopez Island, WA 

Bringing together farmers, farm advo-
cates, local and national experts, and 
keynote speakers for two days of infor-
mation, inspiration and networking.  

Contact summit@sjcarc.org or go to 
http://sjcarc.org/ for more information 

Cascadia Grains Conference       
January 10, Olympia WA 

Join farmers, processors and end-users, 
investors, brokers and government 
agencies to support rebuilding a grain 
economy west of the Cascade Moun-
tains in Washington through three value
-added enterprises – brewing and distill-
ing, baking and other food uses and 
animal feed. http://goo.gl/XB3UJI 

Holistic Management for Specialty 
Crop Producers - Dec 13 

This all-day workshop will provide a 
decision-making framework to help 
growers approach the complex inter-
connections between agriculture, the 
environment, and financial success. 

Ellensburg, WA - Dec 13: 9:30 - 4pm 

Registration and details here 

WA Farm Labor Association Annual 
Labor Conference - Feb 12, 2015 

The only all day conference dedicated to 
the labor and employment needs of sea-
sonal employers!  

The Labor Conference is all day (8:30 
am – 5:00 pm) Thursday, Feb. 12, at the 
Wenatchee Convention Center  

Details here: http://wafla.org/event
-1798544 

Rural Water Supply Strategies   
Workgroup - January 5 

Ecology has scheduled a meeting to get 
feedback on the ideas and analysis on 
January 5, 2015 from 1:00pm to 3:00pm 
at Ecology HQ Auditorium: ROA-
32/36, with video conference in Yakima 
CRO: 204-A Waterfall, Spokane ERO: 1
-NW-18VC, Bellevue NWRO: 2A&B, 
Bellingham BFO: Groucho -102. 

Details here: http://www.ecy.wa.gov/
programs/wr/wrac/rwss-leg.html 

South Sound Farm to Fork Event - 
December 8 

Monday, December 8: South Sound 
Farm to Fork, Olympia, WA   

Register here. 

1 PM – 6 PM, Thurston County Fair 
Expo Center, $10 in advance or $15 at 
the door 

WA Farm Labor Association      
Workforce Summit - Feb 11, 2015 

The Workforce Summit is from noon - 
5pm Wednesday, Feb. 11, at the We-
natchee Convention Center  

The Workforce Summit focuses on how 
seasonal employers can best utilize the 
Federal H-2A Guest Worker Program 
to attract a legal and stable workforce.  

Agenda - PDF 

Registration details here - Link 
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