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The Country Living Expo and Cattlemen’s Winterschool will offer more than 185 workshops 
and classes in skills from cheesemaking and beekeeping to agribusiness, landscape design and 
small-scale solar power.  Visit http://skagit.wsu.edu/CountryLivingExpo to register. 

Join keynote speaker Dr. Temple Grandin, the world's most famous and influential person 
with autism and world renowned authority on animal behavior, for this fascinating presenta-
tion, on understanding animal behavior and her desire for animals to have more than just a 
low-stress life. 

The full-day expo will be Saturday, Jan. 31, at Stanwood High School in Stanwood, Wash., and 
will feature a trade show with more than 65 vendors. To register and view classes, visit http://
skagit.wsu.edu/CountryLivingExpo.  

In addition to the Saturday classes and trade show, Friday evening will feature “The Way I See It”, Dr. Temple Grandin at the 
Everett Civic Auditorium at 7:00 P.M.  

Tickets may be purchased online for $25.00 at http://templegrandin.brownpapertickets.com/.   Sunday two farm tours are 
available to either a beef farm or an arabian horse farm for $10 per family and are registered for on the Expo brochure. The 
Country Living Expo and Cattlemen’s Winterschool is presented by the, WSU Extension, Livestock Master Foundation and 
the Tri-County Cattlemen’s Assoc., and is hosted by the Stanwood FFA.  

Call Skagit County Extension, 360-428-4270 Ext 0, with questions.  

Country Living Expo & Cattlemen’s Winterschool  - Jan 31 

Dr. Temple Grandin 

2015 Legislature readies for Jan.12 kickoff  to 105 day session 
The 2015 105 day legislative session sets to begin on January 12.  As always, there 
will be hundreds of bills introduced, with many of them affecting agriculture and 
the folks who farm.  The Office of Farmland Preservation (OFP) tracks and moni-
tors legislation throughout the session and provides updates via this newsletter. 

If you are interested in engaging in the legislative process, below are several ways 
for you to make your voice heard. First, you can utilize the legislature's toll free 
hotline: 800-562-6000. You can leave a message, but only for the legislator from 
your district. If you want to contact other legislators from other districts, it is best 
to call their office directly or email. 

To review pre-filed bills (which will change daily until Jan 5), go to: Pre-Filed Bills - http://goo.gl/84b8vU 

For information on a specific bill or its content, go to: Bill Information - http://goo.gl/91zsW2 

For information on receiving emails on bill status, schedules,  etc. go to: Email Subscriptions - http://goo.gl/znY4Mi 

To view legislative hearings, or find a hearing you missed, go to TVW at  http://www.tvw.org.  

Contact information for members of the legislature, go to: Member Information - http://goo.gl/acvB4q 

If you have questions about a bill or need assistance, feel free to contact us here at: ofp@scc.wa.gov or 360.407.7474 
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WA state farm planning workbook now available in Spanish 
Planificando el future de su propiedad agricola: Ahora disponible en español! 

Planning the Future of your Farm is now available in Spanish at http://
ofp.scc.wa.gov/succession-planning/ 

Hardcopies are available. If you would like a hardcopy mailed to you, please con-
tact us at ofp@scc.wa.gov with mailing information or 360-407-6200. If you would 
like more than one, please let us know and we can make accommodations.  

Funding for this edition was provided by the Specialty Crop Block Grant Program. 
While this workbook focuses on our state’s specialty crop growers, it is inclusive of 
all Washington farm families as they plan the future of their farm.  

Planning the Future of Your Farm is a workbook for families who want to keep 
their farmland in production and/or “in the family” as it passes to the next genera-
tion. The workbook is laid out in four sections, each with narratives supported by 
worksheets. Families can use it themselves or under the guidance of a professional 
adviser. Each section corresponds to a suggested planning process. 

After you have reviewed, please take a moment to complete a short survey 
either online or hardcopy (included in hardcopy workbook) providing feedback and input as we work to improve 
the tools available for Washington farm and ranchers. The online survey is available at http://goo.gl/QUbCkN 

The Washington State Farmers Market Association (WSFMA) wishes to recruit a Seattle/King 
County-­‐based Fresh Bucks Coordinator to implement the 2015  Seattle/King County Fresh 
Bucks Project. The contractor will coordinate all aspects of the project and report directly to 
the WSFMA Food Access Manager. Part 

of the work requires close communication and accountability to various project partners in-
cluding the Fresh Bucks Manager in Seattle’s Office of Sustainability and Environment (CoS 
OSE), the project steering committee, as well as the Farmers Market Access Partnership 
(FMAP). The Fresh Bucks Coordinator is funded through a contract with the City of Seattle. 

Check out the full job description at: http://ofp.scc.wa.gov/wp-content/
uploads/2015/01/FreshBucksCoordinator.pdf 

Job Opportunity: Seattle/King County Fresh Bucks Coordinator 

WSDA is pleased to announce a new resource to assist growers with Good Agricultural Practices 
(GAPs).  Bridging the GAPs FARM GUIDE - Good Agricultural Practices and On-Farm Food Safety for 
Small, Mid-Sized, and Diversified Fruit and Vegetable Farms.  Guide available here: http://goo.gl/
UXu6ec 

The guide is part of WSDA’s  Bridging the GAPs project, which focuses on communicating effective 
food safety strategies, providing information on regulatory changes, and sharing marketplace guidance 
for  small, mid-sized and diversified farms. 

The guide captures lessons learned from the project team’s outreach and education – including farm 
walks, GAP auditor trainings, survey work, and industry engagement.  The guide is free, either in 
print or for download in English and in Spanish.  More information here http://goo.gl/mMfEOo 

Bridging the GAP Farm Guide 
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Spokane Workshop: Value-Added Food Product Development 
Geared to small scale producers of preserves, sauces, dressings and vinegars, snacks, 
baked goods and other  value-added products 

When: Monday, February 2, 2015, 9:00am to 4:00pm 

Where: Spokane, WA (exact location TBD) 

Cost: $95, general  admission (pre-registration is required) Lunch, beverages and course packet 
included. 

This workshop will provide the region’s small scale prepared food producers with up-to-date 
information and technical knowledge of the food product development process for the spe-
cialty food industry and how to bring such products to market - targeted to start-up entrepreneurs and food product devel-
opers. 

Full details available in this flyer: http://goo.gl/zlSfLr 

Most U.S. farms—97 percent in 2011—are family operations, and even the largest farms are pre-
dominantly family-run. Midsize and large-scale family farms account for 8 percent of U.S. farms 
but 60 percent of the value of production. In contrast, small family farms make up 90 percent of 
the U.S. farm count but produce a 26-percent share of farm output. 

Nonfamily farms account for the remaining 3 percent of farms and 15 percent of production. 
Small farms are less profitable than larger farms, on average, and their operator households tend 
to rely on off-farm income for their livelihood. Generally speaking, farm operator households 
cannot be characterized as low-income when both farm and off-farm incomes are considered. 
Nevertheless, limited-resource farms still exist and account for 11 percent of family farms. 

Read the full report by going to: http://goo.gl/N9x752 

Structure and Finances of  U.S. Farms: Family Farm Report, 2014 Edition 

The Washington State Department of Agriculture (WSDA) has activated a multi-agency re-
sponse plan following the confirmation of highly pathogenic H5 avian influenza in domestic 
birds in Benton County. WSDA will work closely with the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
Animal Plant Health Inspection Service (USDA-APHIS) in this response.  

There is no immediate public health concern due to the avian influenza virus detected. Avian 
influenza does not affect poultry meat or egg products, which remain safe to eat. As always, both wild and domestic poultry 
should be properly cooked. 

The H5 avian influenza virus was confirmed by the Washington State University’s Washington Animal Disease Diagnostic 
Laboratory in Pullman. It was found in birds from a backyard poultry flock near Benton City. The flock of approximately 
150 birds includes domestic waterfowl with access to the outdoors. There is also a pond on the premises frequented by mi-
gratory birds. The virus has not been found in commercial poultry anywhere in Washington or the United States.  

Please visit WSDA's Avian Health Program website (http://goo.gl/Ly0L0I) for information and background on this impor-
tant and developing issue. Also, find out more information about a voluntary monitoring program by contacting the Avian 
Health Hotline at 800-606-3056 or email lbadcoe@agr.wa.gov.  

Read the full details at: http://goo.gl/XrezQT 

WSDA activates avian influenza response plan in Benton County 
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USDA to Gauge Farmland Ownership and Farm Economics 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) will begin surveying farmland owners 
to measure financial impacts and challenges of land ownership. Landowners should have received forms for the Tenure, 
Ownership, and Transition of Agricultural Land (TOTAL) survey by the end of December. 

The statistical agency is currently in the process of mailing out the survey forms to respondents in 48 contiguous states. In 
February, trained interviewers will also begin reaching out to the respondents who have not provided their input to answer 
any questions and help them fill out the survey forms. 

NASS will publish results of the TOTAL survey in its Quick Stats database in August 2015. Quick Stats is available online at 
quickstats.nass.usda.gov. NASS will also publish the economic data gathered in the annual Farm Production Expenditures 
report on August 4, 2015. All NASS reports are available online at www.nass.usda.gov. 

WSDA recently approved several rules designed to enhance the state’s ability to protect 
livestock, including adopting a fee to pay for an animal disease traceability system that will 
go into operation next year. Each rule is crafted to enhance animal health or protect cattle 
and horse owners through livestock inspection and animal health regulations. The rules 
become effective Jan. 30, 2015, except for the animal disease traceability and livestock in-
spection rules, which begin on July 1, 2015.  Washington’s livestock industry is a major 
sector in Washington’s agriculture, including $1.16 billion in milk production and $624 mil-
lion in cattle and calve operations. 

To view the rules approved by WSDA Director Bud Hover, go to: http://goo.gl/x2zMbq 

WSDA approves key rules to protect livestock industry 

These FREE workshops will provide an overview of the Value Added Producer 
Grant program. Value Added Producer Grants may be used for feasibility studies or 
business plans, working capital or marketing value added agricultural products and 
for farm-based renewable energy projects.  

Eligible applicants include independent producers, farmer and rancher cooperatives, 
and agricultural producer groups.  

Value added products are created when a producer increases the consumer value of an agricultural commodity in the produc-
tion or processing stage.  

For more information about the Value Added Producer Grant Program, please go to the web at http://goo.gl/I5QYsF 

All details and locations are available at the following flyer: http://goo.gl/BDFt5q 

Value-Added Producer Grant workshop in your area 

How much can be earned from grass-fed beef?  Use the following financial calculators to customize an estimate. 

Grass-fed Beef Decision Calculator - This is a comprehensive, interactive Excel spreadsheet that allows you to examine 
the costs of various beef cattle enterprises and make informed financial decisions. Download the calculator here (http://
goo.gl/QDd7MD). An explanation of how to use the calculator can be found here (http://goo.gl/ATKomR).   

A Comparison of Rental Rates for Landowners - This is a simple model for landowners providing comparative rents 
from leasing to grass-fed beef operations versus corn producers. Download the spreadsheet here (http://goo.gl/uHjDnS).  

All files are Excel spreadsheets. 

Grassfed Beef  Financial Calculators 
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Job Opportunity:  Program Director  

The Washington State Food and Farm-
ing Network is hiring a Program Direc-
tor that will help develop their programs 
and implement a new Farm to School 
grant.  

Please visit www.wsffn.org for the job 
description (click on Job Opportunities) 
and for more information about their 
Healthy Farms Healthy Food Healthy 
Kids Campaign. (click on 2015 Legisla-
tive Session) 

Farm-to-Terminal Fare on the Rise 
at U.S. Airports, Sea-Tac ranked #2 

The New York Times recently reported 
on airports across the country bringing 
in locally sourced food to terminals 
AKA farm-to-terminal fare.    

Check out the article for challenges that 
farmers had in reaching airports and 
how they overcame these to find a lu-
crative market.   

Sea-Tac ranked number #2 of 23 air-
ports nationwide.  

Story here: http://goo.gl/yHBpcH 

GRANT: EPA Environmental     
Education Local Grants Program 

EPA seeks grant proposals from eligible 
applicants to support environmental 
education projects that promote envi-
ronmental awareness and stewardship 
and help provide people with the skills 
to take responsible actions to protect 
the environment. EPA expects to award 
three grants of up to $91,000 each from 
each of its 10 Regional Offices. 

Proposals must be postmarked by 
March 6, 2015.  

Details here: http://goo.gl/isiENg 

In Short 

USDA Provides Greater Protection for Fruit, Vegetable and Other Specialty Crop Growers 

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack recently announced that greater protection is now available from the Noninsured Crop 
Disaster Assistance Program for crops that traditionally have been ineligible for federal crop insurance. The new options, 
created by the 2014 Farm Bill, provide greater coverage for losses when natural disasters affect specialty crops such as vege-
tables, fruits, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, and energy crops. 

Previously, the program offered coverage at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses that exceed 50 percent of 
expected production. Producers can now choose higher levels of coverage, up to 65 percent of their expected production at 
100 percent of the average market price. 

The expanded protection will be especially helpful to beginning and traditionally underserved producers, as well as farmers 
with limited resources, who will receive fee waivers and premium reductions for expanded coverage. More crops are now 
eligible for the program, including expanded aquaculture production practices, and sweet and biomass sorghum. For the first 
time, a range of crops used to produce bioenergy will be eligible as well. 

To help producers learn more about the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program and how it can help them, USDA, 
created an online resource. The Web tool, available at www.fsa.usda.gov/nap, allows producers to determine whether their 
crops are eligible for coverage. It also gives them an opportunity to explore a variety of options and levels to determine the 
best protection level for their operation.   

More details here: http://goo.gl/Uzk9Cc 

Greater USDA protection for Specialty Crop Growers 

Entrepreneur focuses on apple picking 
Good Fruit Grower recently focused on an entrepreneur focusing on mechanically harvesting apples for the fresh market.  

Mark De Kleine came to Washington State University two years ago as a doctoral student with the idea of developing new 
ways to mechanically harvest apples for the fresh market. 

He knew it had been tried before. His literature searches showed that back in the 1950s and 1960s, the industry was voicing 
the same fears as today about shortages of harvest labor. In fact, the Washington Tree Fruit Research Commission was 
founded in 1969 with the primary goal of pursuing mechanical harvesting. Read the rest here: http://goo.gl/JHDvUM 
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Western WA Farmers Utilizing New 
Mobile Poultry Processing Unit 

Members of the Western Washington 
Poultry Farmers Cooperative are enjoy-
ing the use of a new mobile processing 
unit, reports The Seattle Times. The 
$20,000 custom trailer rents by the day 
and allows growers to process poultry 
or rabbits. With proper licensing, grow-
ers can sell the meat processed in the 
unit statewide, freeze it for later sale, or 
market individual cuts. 

Check it out here: http://
goo.gl/12r8jb 

Study Shows Organic Agriculture 
Closing Yield Gap 

A systematic overview of 115 studies 
comparing organic and conventional 
farming found crop yields of organic 
agriculture are about 19.2% lower than 
conventional ones, a smaller difference 
than in previous estimates. The study, 
conducted by UC Berkeley researchers, 
also found that certain practices could 
further shrink the productivity gap.  

The study was published online in the 
Proceedings of the Royal Society B.   

Check it out here: http://
goo.gl/00DY95 

USDA to Begin Survey of Organic 
Producers 

USDA National Agriculture Statistics 
Service is undertaking a census survey 
of organic producers. The 2014 Organic 
Survey is a complete inventory of all 
known organic producers that are certi-
fied, exempt from certification, and 
transitioning to organic production.  

Approximately 17,000 survey forms will 
be mailed in early January.  

More information on the survey can 
be found at http://goo.gl/00LYXV 

To view the 2008 report, go to:     
http://goo.gl/xV9cHl 

In Short 

NRCS kicks off  the International Year of  Soils 
USDA is launching its International Year of Soils celebration, joining partners 
across the world to build awareness about soil in 2015. Soil is important in pro-
viding food security and ecosystem functions for a rapidly growing world popu-
lation.  

As the primary resource essential for food production and ecosystem functions, 
farmers and ranchers play a critical role in maintaining soil health. NRCS works 
with landowners to apply conservation practices that work to sustain the health 
our nation’s soil, including cover crops, crop rotations, and conservation tillage 
and no-till.  

Working with the Soil Science Society of America (SSSA) and other partners, 
NRCS will be showcasing the importance of soil with monthly themes created by SSSA.  January is “Soils Sustain Life”. 

Check out all the happenings for International Year of Soils at http://goo.gl/IYLPZc 

Water use across the country reached its lowest recorded level in nearly 45 years. According to a 
new USGS report, about 355 billion gallons of water per day (Bgal/d) were withdrawn for use in 
the entire United States during 2010. 

This represents a 13 percent reduction of water use from 2005 when about 410 Bgal/d were 
withdrawn and the lowest level since before 1970. 

In 2010, more than 50 percent of the total withdrawals in the United States were accounted for 
by 12 states in order of withdrawal amounts: California, Texas, Idaho, Florida, Illinois, North 
Carolina, Arkansas, Colorado, Michigan, New York, Alabama and Ohio. 

In 2010, water use in Washington was estimated at 4.9 million gallons a day which was 14% less 
than in 2005.  Irrigation withdrawals declined 10% and accounted for 64% of all water use in 
Washington. 

Full USGS report here: http://goo.gl/KdNzof 

National Water-Use at Lowest Levels since before 1970 
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2015 NW Farm to Table Trade Meeting: Feb 9 
What: 2015 NW WA Farm-to-Table Trade Meeting 

When: Monday, February 9 2014, 8:30am-4pm 

Where: St. Luke’s Education Center, 3333 Squalicum Parkway, Bellingham 

Who should attend: Whatcom, Skagit, Island and San Juan farmers; fish-
ers and ranchers; chefs; distributors; restaurateurs; processors; caterers; and 
grocers.  

Agenda and details: www.sustainableconnections.org 

Tickets and Registration: Brown Paper Tickets.   Early Bird: $25 until 
January 25 (includes lunch and snacks).  $50 for a trade table (includes registration and lunch). 

Event flyer available here: http://goo.gl/n4frV8 

Washington Sustainable Food & Farming Network (The Network) is pleased to 
announce that they are one of 82 projects spanning 42 states and the Virgin Islands 
receiving support this year through the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) 
Farm to School Program, an effort to better connect school cafeterias and students 
with local farmers and ranchers. The Network received an $88,444 support service 
grant to increase access to Washington grown food for 42,000 students in 103 
schools in northwest and central Washington. 

WSFFN’s project aims to increase local food procurement in schools by imple-
menting a more regional, seasonally-based Harvest of the Month program and by 
strengthening farm to school networks in Central and Northwest regions of Washington to support new partnerships be-
tween farmers and schools. 

WA farm group receives USDA Farm to School grant 

Upcoming 2015 Grant Solicitation for Improving Land Use Management in Puget Sound Watersheds 

In January 2015, the Washington State Departments of Ecology (Ecology) and Commerce (Commerce) will be soliciting ap-
plications for grants under the NEP Watershed Protection and Restoration Grant Program. This program is supported by 
federal funds from the Environmental Protection Agency.   

Funding Theme – Improving Land Use Management   

Projects should use a landscape-scale approach to improve watershed management and land use decisions, so that the type, 
location and design of development or re-development are focused on protecting and restoring key areas critical to maintain-
ing the integrity of watershed processes in the Puget Sound area. 

Application Period:  Opens on January 20th and closes on April 20, 2015.   

Available Funding:  The maximum grant amount for individual projects is $250,000.  We have approximately $1,500,000 
available for award.  No matching funds are required, but leveraging of funds is encouraged.  

Eligibility:  Local governments, federally-recognized tribal governments, special purpose districts, and non-profit non-
governmental organizations are eligible to apply.   

Program website:   www.ecy.wa.gov/puget_sound/grants_fed_watershed.html  

Grant Opportunity: Land Use in Puget Sound 
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WASHINGTON STATE CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

“Our mission is to promote the vitality of farming, farmers, and ranchers by en-
suring that we will continue to have productive agricultural lands in Washing-
ton State. We will achieve this through policy recommendations to the Gover-
nor, the Legislature, the Office of Farmland Preservation and others and by 
enlisting public support. Programs will be voluntary, recognize local priorities, 
and provide for economic incentives.”  

Mark Your Calendars 

Organicology: The Study of a       
Sustainable Food Future 

February 5-7, 2015 - Portland, Oregon  

Organicology is an educational confer-
ence for organic farmers, activists, pol-
icy experts, educators, retailers, and sus-
tainability organizations. It offers inten-
sive training sessions, workshops, world
-class keynote speakers, entertainment, 
and networking. Organicology seeks to 
bring all stakeholder groups to the table. 

Details available here: http://
www.organicology.org/ 

NW Fall/Winter Food Production 

What: NW Fall/Winter food produc-
tion using cold frames, low tunnels, 
portable hoop houses and high tunnels 
without heat or light  

Where: The Herbfarm Farm, View map  

When: January 10th, 8 - 9:30 a.m.   

There are no Herbfarm signs, look for 
Dr. Maze’s farm signage.  They’re the 
Herbfarm’s neighbor and they share the 
same parking lot.   Facebook Event 
Link - http://goo.gl/IrldIS 

Grafting Vegetables - Hands on 
Workshop, February 20, 2015 

February 20, 2015 - 9am 12pm  

WSU Mount Vernon NWREC 

Learn how to use the splice-graft tech-
nique to graft tomato and watermelon 
successfully. 

All grafting materials will be provided.  
Participant supply list will be emailed 
upon registration. 

Details here: http://goo.gl/N1qAB5 

Pierce County Farm Forum - Feb 27 

Location: Pioneer Park Pavilion in  
Puyallup, WA 

Date: February 27, 2015 

Time: 8:30 am - 3 pm 

Cost: $10 suggested donation 

An engaging and dynamic discussion as 
local farmers and agribusiness represen-
tatives share their strategies and experi-
ences for forging new markets.  

Details and tickets here: http://
goo.gl/R1w3gu 

Save the Date: Feb 21 - Women in 
Agriculture Conference 

This year's conference will be held in 
multiple locations across Washington 
(19 cities!), Oregon and Alaska - on the 
same day! This multiple site conference 
format brings the best of national and 
local speakers to easily accessible loca-
tions. 

Visit the website for more information 
and to find a location near you: 
www.WomenInAg.wsu.edu  

WA Farm Labor Association Annual 
Labor Conference - Feb 12, 2015 

The only all day conference dedicated to 
the labor and employment needs of sea-
sonal employers!  

The Labor Conference is all day (8:30 
am – 5:00 pm) Thursday, Feb. 12, at the 
Wenatchee Convention Center  

Details here: http://wafla.org/event
-1798544 

February 27/28 San Juan Islands 
Agricultural Summit                      

Lopez Island, WA 

Bringing together farmers, farm advo-
cates, local and national experts, and 
keynote speakers for two days of infor-
mation, inspiration and networking.  

Contact summit@sjcarc.org or go to 
http://sjcarc.org/ for more information 

WA State Farmers Market             
Association Annual Conference 

Feb 6-8 Olympia WA. 

Join over 200 farmers market organiz-
ers, farmers and market supporters in 
Olympia for three days of workshops 
and special events. 

Registration begins in November 

www.wafarmersmarkets.com/
conference 

WA Farm Labor Association      
Workforce Summit - Feb 11, 2015 

The Workforce Summit is from noon - 
5pm Wednesday, Feb. 11, at the We-
natchee Convention Center  

The Workforce Summit focuses on how 
seasonal employers can best utilize the 
Federal H-2A Guest Worker Program 
to attract a legal and stable workforce.  

Agenda - PDF - http://goo.gl/Tf4oXz 

Registration details here - http://
goo.gl/Brwma5 
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